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INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. 


THE following work is now posthumous. It occu- 
pied many of the last thoughts of its author; and 
he lived to revise its last proof-sheets. It will be 
seen that the subject is one eminently in harmony 
with the thoughts which may be supposed to engage 
the mind of a dying Christian. Not, indeed, that 
the art of holy dying can be ever so acquired as to 
leave the mind altogether disengaged to pursue its 
reflections on the final glory which awaits tlie be- 
liever. Still, the dying saint, who has long known his 
personal interest in Christ, and who enjoys, as Dr. Car- 
lile did, great peace and joy in the prospect of his dis- 
solution, will delight, as from Pisgah, to survey the fair 
land of promise, and that goodly mountain Lebanon. 
It will be seen, from the Introduction to the work, 
that the author’s thoughts were first directed into this 
train of reflection, whin, on an evening weekly de- 
voted to meditation and prayer, his reflections had 
been especially turned to the future and ultimate 
blessedness of the saints. While endeavouring to 
form some concept:on of their high station and dig- 
a 
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nity, the declaration of Paul, ‘‘ Ye shall judge angels,” 
presented itself with great vividness to his mind. 
** Light seemed to shoot over the whole field of Reve- 
lation, touching here one text, and there another; 
and making all that it touched stand out and shine 
with new and beautiful significancy.” 

To those unacquainted with the character and 
writings of Dr. Carlile, this statement may suggest 
mysticism as, in some measure, perhaps, the originat- 
ing cause of this work. ‘Those, on the other hand, 
who know that the character of his religion was 
highly intellectual, and his examination of evidence 
most conscientious, will not be satisfied with such 
an explanation. Dr. Carlile himself regarded his 
experience, on this occasion, as arising only from a 
more vivid illumination of that Divine Spirit,—one 
office of whom it is to impart realizing views of the 
truths of Holy Scripture to all believers. We know, 
from the recorded experience of many Christians, 
that very remarkable impressions are often thus 
left on the mind. Jonathan Edwards, for example, 
describes the force with which, on one occasion, the 
words of Scripture struck his mind: * Unto the King 
eternal, immortal, and invisible, the only wise God, 
be honour and glory for ever and ever.” “ Never any 
words of Scripture seemed to me,” he says, “as these 
words did. I kept saying, and, as it were, singing 
over the words of Scripture to myself.” 

It must, indeed, be admitted, that, however vivid 
the impression left on the mind that it has been 
under the Spirit’s teaching, no view is to be finally 


— 
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embraced until it has been submitted to the one un- 
erring and authoritative standard of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. It will be seen from the Introduction to this 
work, that Dr. Carlile, on this occasion, as, indeed, 
in the formation of all his views, submitted all to this 
final court of appeal. We say not, that to others 
his conclusions will appear so clearly established as 
to his own mind,—some views may be rejected by 
the reader, others accepted only as hypotheses; but, 
whatever may be the judgment, it will vindicate Dr. 
Carlile from the charge of trusting to any self-illumin- 
ation, when we find that he finally rested on the 
views set forth in this work only when they seemed 
| to him to harmonize with the general analogy of the 
faith, or, rather, to invest with new importance the 
designs of redemption and the exaltation of Christ. 
As this is a posthumous publication, it might not 
be unsuitable to prefix to it some sketch of the life 
and labours of Dr. Carlile. The writer will not, 
however, attempt this on the present occasion, as, 
_ with the approval of his venerated and now departed 
relative, he has undertaken to prepare a Memoir of 
his life. In the meantime, it may be interesting to 
the Christian public chiefly acquainted with the 
earlier and more prominent labours of Dr. Carlile, 
to be informed briefly concerning the later period of 
his life. ‘The writer feels that this is all the more 
Suitable, as, from the limited leisure he enjoys, labour- 
ing among an attached flock, to whom it is his first 
duty to minister, he cannot hope to complete the 
Memoir until a considerable period has elapsed. 
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It was in the year 1839, soon after the termination 
of Dr. Carlile’s connexion with the Irish Board of 
Education as its resident commissioner, that an event 
occurred which led him to determine to leave Dublin, 
—the scene, up to that period, of his ministerial and 
public labours. A congregation of Roman Catholics, 
in the midland counties of Ireland, at Birr, spontan- 
eously sought connexion with the Presbyterian Church 
of Ireland. They applied to the Presbytery of Dub- 
lin, of which Dr. Carlile was a member, to maintain 
among them the ordinances of religion. This ap- 
peared to Dr. Carlile a call, in Providence, especially 
addressed to him. At an early period of his residence 
in Ireland, he had been led to the conviction, that the 
only efficient method of evangelizing Ireland was by 
the establishment of missions, with the usual append- 
ages for making such establishments effective. He 
was painfully impressed with the conviction, that all 
the operations then at work in Ireland had failed to 
reach the Roman Catholic mind; and that it was in 
vain to rest satisfied with the use even of such means 
of good as the circulation of the Holy Seriptures— 
the instruction of children—the employment of Serip- 
ture readers, or sermons and discussions on Popery 
in Protestant churches. An interesting and able 
memorial was drawn up by him, and published in 
1825, embodying these views, and recommending the 
establishment of a mission to the Roman Catholies 
on the model, in some degree, of the Moravian settle- 
ments. Dr. Carlile also visited Scotland, with the 


view of persuading Scottish Christians to form such — 
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a mission, and prosecute it with energy. In his 
efforts he was, however, immediately unsuccessful ; 
although his memorial, it cannot be doubted, directed 
the minds of British Christians to the subject, and 
prepared the way, ultimately, for the establishment of 
Irish missions. 

This opening at Birr was felt by Dr. Carlile to be a 
summons now addressed to him, to attempt personally 
to establish such a mission as he had long pressed 
upon the attention of the churches. Like Dr. Chal- 
mers, devoting his later days to the Territorial Mission 
at the West Port, Dr. Carlile regarded the field of 
missionary operations presented at Birr, as worthy 
the dedication of his remaining years. He was also 
all the more encouraged to enter on this new sphere 
of duty, as the ministerial charge he held in Dublin 
was collegiate, and his brother and colleague, Dr. 
Kirkpatrick, was in every way qualified to carry on 
alone the ministerial duties connected with the con- 
gregation. He proposed, therefore, to his people, 
that, following the example of the apostolic churches, 
sending forth their ministers to evangelize, they 
should send one of their pastors to conduct a mission 
at Birr; and he accompanied this recommendation with 
an offer of his own services. This proposal was agreed 
to, although, on the part of many of his attached 
friends and flock, with much reluctance. They valued 
Dr. Carlile’s able and faithful ministrations among 
them; and they felt as if the retired field at Birr 
would bury, rather than occupy the talents and ener- 
gies of their pastor. Finding, however, that Dr. 
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Carlile was decided in his views as to the path of 
duty, they yielded to his arguments; and, without 
being loosed from his charge, he was sent by his 
congregation to labour as their missionary at Par- 
sonstown. It is only due to his former flock to add, 
that they continued to the last to take a lively in- 
terest in their mission and missionary; and although, 
in the interval of a number of years, many changes 
necessarily took place, yet Dr. Carlile was always 
welcomed with much Christian affection, when, from 
time to time, he came, at their communion seasons, 
to break among them the bread of life. Dr. Carlile 
felt grateful for this; he was especially and tenderly 
sensible of the tokens of deep regard shewn to him in 
the later months of his life, when, by medical advice, 
he had again taken up his residence in Dublin. 

Dr. Carlile entered on the labours of the Birr 
mission with Mrs. Carlile, in 1840. For more than 
twelve years they continued—till Mrs. Carlile’s de- 
cease—to devote themselves, with much faith and 
prayer, to the work. The change from Dublin did, 
unquestionably, involve much self-sacrifice. Dr. Car- 
hile separated himself from the many intellectual and 
literary attractions of the metropolis, from beloved 
Christian friends, and from an attached flock. Both 
he and his partner in life felt themselves, however, 
abundantly compensated for this cost by the door of 
usefulness which was opened for them. Their con- 
sistent Christian lives, and their labours of love and 
charity, commended the Gospel at Birr, and won the 
respect even of the Roman Catholic population. The 
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rmaission- was a source of light to the surrounding 
population, among whom there is now an amount of 
intelligence and Scriptural knowledge rarely to be 
found in the Roman Catholic districts of Ireland. An 
interesting proof of this was given last year, in the 
respectful attention with which many Roman Catholics 
listened to the Protestant ministers deputed, during 
the Irish Exhibition, to preach the Gospel at Birr. - 

Dr. Carlile’s pastoral labours were much blessed. 
The mission had always persons in every stage of spi- 
ritual advancement,—from the inquirer to those who 
were savingly impressed and rejoiced in their emanci- 
pation from the spiritual bondage of Popery. Much 
precious fruit was gathered. It was Dr. Carlile’s im- 
pression, that he had as many seals of his ministry at 
Birr as from his previous and larger sphere of spiritual 
work. Without referring to the living, among the 
departed there have been a considerable number who 
have given their dying testimony to the truth; and some 
instances exhibited extraordinary examples of the 
power of the Spirit of God. In a little work published 
some years ago, entitled, frat Gathered from among 
Roman Catholics in Ireland, Dr. Carlile gives an inte- 
resting narrative of the deathbeds of fifteen of the 
converts.* 

While Dr. Carlile’s life at Parsonstown was thus 
useful, it was also eminently happy in his spiritual ex- 


perience. Both he and Mrs. Carlile were united in 


regarding their residence there as a season of peculiar 
privilege. When in Dublin they had both been much 
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engrossed,—Dr. Carlile with his manifold public duties; 
Mrs. Carlile, not only with domestic engagements, but 
with the charge, also, of a female institution, and the 
care of the poor. They were both, indeed, exemplary 
Christians, marked by great simplicity of aim and 
uprightness of principle, and animated by a desire to 
live to the glory of God. Duty, however, left them 
little leisure, comparatively, for those duties and exer- 
cises of religion which were so eminently congenial to 
their minds. This they possessed at Parsonstown ; 
and hence they greatly prized its retirement. Much 
time was devoted by them to the study of the Scrip- 
tures, meditation, and prayer. Their walk with God 
was close; they enjoyed much of the felt presence of 
the Spirit; and they had large experience of the 
truth of the promise: “ Delight thyself im the Lord, 
and He will give thee the desires of thine heart.” 
Dr. Carlile frequently alluded to this on his deathbed. 
It was the subject of one of his last conversations 
with his esteemed colleague and brother, Dr. Kirkpat- 
rick ; and an account of it will be found in the inter- 
esting sketch of the character of Dr. Carlile delivered 
by him on the occasion of the funeral, and appended 
to this introductory notice. 

Such was the retired and happy life of Dr. Carlile 
in his later years. The removal of Mrs. Carlile, in 
1852, was, indeed, a severe blow. It was borne, how- 
ever, with much resignation, and in the hope, as it is 
affectionately expressed in the memoir of Mrs. Carlile, 
of an everlasting reunion in love and joy. From this 
period Dr. Carlile’s thoughts were much directed to 
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that eternity which, from his own precarious health, he 
felt to be not far distant. His dying experience was, 
indeed, remarkable. He often expressed his wonder 
that he should enjoy so glorious a departure. He 
felt, he-said, not as if he had one foot in the grave, 
but one foot on earth, and the other raised to the 
mount. ‘Those elevated feelings in which eminent 
Christians, such as Payson and Brainerd, rejoiced, 
were possessed by him in a remarkable measure. 
To Dr. Wallace, the devoted medical missionary at 
Birr, he wrote, a few months before his departure, 
stating his unfavourable symptoms. ‘I mention these 
things,” he adds, ‘‘for your information; but they really 
give me no concern. Sometimes they seem to bring 
me to the delectable mountains, from which I seem to 
see before me the descent to the Jordan, and the glo- 
rious land beyond, and am filled with inexpressible 
delight.” . 

As Dr. Carlile’s departing experience was so re- 
markable, our readers may desire to know some 
further particulars regarding it. Upon this subject 
we might expatiate. Our present limits, however, 
warn us to be brief; and we shall confine ourselves, 
therefore, to the interesting information contained in 
the following letter to the writer. The physician 
who writes it is not more eminent in his profession 
than as a Christian. It was the privilege of Dr. 
Carlile to have such a medical attendant, to whom 
he could speak with freedom, as well on the pro- 
spects of eternity as on the symptoms of his bodily 
disease, 
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‘95 Harcourt STREET, April 17, 1854. 

“My pEAR Mr. Carritze,—For some time before the 
death of your revered uncle, the late Dr. Carlile, I 
enjoyed the privilege of a constant attendance upon 
him. From the time I first saw him professionally, 
—which was then in conjunction with my respected 
friend, Dr. Wallace,—lI entertained no hope of his 
recovery; indeed, we were both of the same opinion. 

‘On that occasion our patient requested that, what- 
ever might be the result of our consultation as to the 
nature, extent, and probable termination of his disease, 
we would communicate it to him freely, and without 
any reserve; adding, that, no matter how unfavourable 
our opinion might be, he was fully prepared to receive 
it. 

“It frequently becomes the painful duty of the phy- 
sician to cut across the last thread of hope that, slender 
though it may be, still binds his patient to life. 
Sometimes his message is well received. Would that 
it were always so! But I think I never shall forget the 
calmness—the tranquillity with which our communi- 
cation was received by our revered friend. Death, to 
him, had been deprived of all his terrors. His accept- 
ance through the merits of the Redeemer was without 
a doubt; his views of the eternal world were clear and 
Scriptural; and his prospects of future glory were 
unclouded. To him Christ was all,—his ‘life’ and 
‘hope of glory.’ 

“On one occasion, when, speaking of the glorious 
realities of a future state, I said: ‘There are some 
who, fearing that the article of death will be necessarily 
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accompanied with certain terrors, labour under fear- 
ful apprehensions of its approach,’—he replied with 
energy: ‘Yes; but these are they who, ‘through 
fear of death,” are “‘all their lifetime subject to bond- 
age.” This is a low degree of Christian experience ; 
but it is the Christian’s privilege to trust in Him of 
whom the apostle writes: ‘“ That through death He 
might destroy him that had the power of death, that 
is, the devil; and deliver them who through fear of 
death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” ’ 

‘‘Qn another occasion, after his sincere friend, Dr. 
Denham, and I had visited him, he said to me on the 
following day: ‘ Were you to tell me that before morn- 
ing I should cease to live in this world, it would give 
me no uneasiness —I would receive the intelligence 
with joy. I have no earthly tie—nothing to bind me 
to this world. Of course, you might imagine that my 
dear children would bind me. But no; I have long 
since commended them to the Lord—He will take 
care of them. I have no uneasiness concerning them 
—they will be well taken care of; I know it.’ 

‘At another time, after my morning visit, he said 
to me: ‘I awoke frequently during the night; but I 
suffered nothing—I had no bodily pain. No; all was 
peace, peace, heavenly peace.’ 

‘“‘T have never yet seen a patient who entertained 
a more lively sense of gratitude for the numerous 
and affectionate attentions which were so unremit- 
tingly paid to him by his dear friends during his ill- 
ness. The smallest attention was fully appreciated 
by him, and kindled in his mind emotions of the deep- 
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est thankfulness. Oh! what a luxury to be employed 
in ministering to the comforts of such a happy spirit! 

*‘ When speaking upon this subject, he remarked, 
with the deepest emotion: ‘ My friends are continu- 
ally watching and providing for my every want and 
comfort. I cannot help comparing myself to a bird 
in a cage; my every want is looked after and provided 
for; one kind friend and another continually looking 
after me, and calling to see me, and to cheer me with 
their conversation; but at length, when they come 
again, sooner or later, they will find that the door of 
the cage has been opened, and the bird flown away,— 
away, he repeated with emphasis, ‘to its own hea- 
venly home.’ 

“‘ Often have I seen the tears trickle down his cheeks 
when speaking of the affectionate solicitude of his 
friends. He remarked to me: ‘If I am to die in this 
illness, and in this manner, oh! what an easy death! 
—could anything be more gentle ?—could any death 
be more happy—more delightful?’ and again adding, 
with deeper emotion, ‘more delightful so to sleep 
away my life in Jesus!’ 

“Though suffering from extreme exhaustion I never 
heard him utter a single murmur. Symptoms which 
appeared to me to be of a distressing character never 
elicited from him a complaint—everything, even his 
physical ailments, appeared to him converted into 
blessings. One morning I said to him: ‘I am sorry 
to hear, sir, that your cough has been so troublesome 
during the night.’ He replied: ‘Why, I believe I 
did cough a good deal; but then I enjoyed intervals 
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of sweet sleep; and as to the cough, situated as I am, 
not able to walk about, do you know I think it is a 
species of exercise to my body; and then, you know, 
it carries away the mucus from the lungs, which, of 
course, must relieve my breathing.’ 

‘““As he drew nearer to his heavenly inheritance, 
his mind was increasingly happy, and his prospects 
brighter and brighter. He loved to dwell upon the 
subject of his removal, and seemed to live on the 
very precincts of glory. He said to me one morning : 
‘During the night I was for some time so happy that 
I thought I had entered into heaven—I thought I was 
in close contact with its inhabitants ; even when I was 
quite sure I was awake I could scarcely persuade 
myself that they were not by my side; and, at length, 
_ I reached out my hand to feel their garments. Was 
it adream? When I was fully conscious that I was 
in my own room, I felt, for a time, regret that it had 
not been a reality.’ 

“A few days before his death, when I was about 
taking my leave of him for that day, he said: ‘Oh! 
I was near forgetting ; I intended asking you to have 
a walk with me through the room.’ Whilst we were 
walking together he observed: ‘ Now, I suppose you 
have been thinking about the probabilities of my 
going down stairs.’—I said: ‘Yes, sir.’ ‘ Well, what 
do you think ?’—I replied: ‘I fear, sir, to advise your 
moving from your bedroom—the air is keen, and you 
may catch cold.’ He replied: ‘Ah! well, it is so; 
but I perceive you hold out no hope of my going 
about the house as before. Well, I am satisfied; I 
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am to pass from this room into everlasting rest and 
glory. Be it so, then I am thankful; all is peace. — 
Believe me, my dear sir, very sincerely yours, 


“JOHN H. POWER. 
“Roy. J. HB. ‘Carwsrm” 


We shall add nothing to this interesting record. 
Among the last words Dr. Carlile uttered, were those 
he addressed to this esteemed Christian friend on the 
evening before he departed: ‘I am lying, sir,” he 
said, “ to bear testimony to all around of God’s good- 
ness, till He see fit to remove me.” After the doctor 
had gone, he desired the 20th Paraphrase to be sung 
at family worship. Its first stanza is :— 


** How glorious Zion’s courts appear, 
The city of our God! 
His throne He hath established here, 
Here fix'd His lov’d abode.” 

When this had been sung, he requested the nurse 
to read to him the 94th Psalm. After this, he fell 
into a profound slumber. On waking about mid- 
night, there was no longer strength to struggle with 
his harassing cough, and speedily the conflict was at 
an end, and he slept in Jesus. 

Dr. Carlile died on the morning of Friday, the 


31st March of the present year, in the seventieth 


year of his age. On the morning of the following 
Tuesday, a funeral service was held in the Scots 
Church, Mary’s Abbey, when the interesting and ap- 
propriate address to which we have already referred, 
was delivered by Dr. Kirkpatrick. The large at- 
tendance on the occasion, although the morning of 
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a week-day, and the whole aspect of the congregation 
assembled, shewed how sincere had been the attach- 
ment which Dr. Carlile’s former flock continued to 
the last to cherish toward him. 

So soon as the funeral service was ended, the 
funeral procession was formed, and, accompanied by 
its many mourners, the body was conveyed to the 
railway. It was first transported to the nearest 
station to Parsonstown, where it was met by a 
hearse and mourning coaches. It was Dr. Carlile’s 
dying wish to be buried at Parsonstown. ‘There the 
remains of his sister, and of Mrs. Carlile, were de- 
posited; and it was, probably, his desire to express 
also, by this act, his devotedness to the cause of 
Irish evangelization, and his faith that the work 
of God would continue to advance at Birr. As the 
hearse approached the town, it was met by a pro- 
cession, consisting of many of the inhabitants of the 
place, with the converts of the mission. The differ- 
ent aspects which the morning and evening proces- 
sions presented, could not but strike the eye. In the 
one case, comfort, if not affluence of circumstances 
predominated among the mourners; in the other, 
the poverty which generally characterizes the Roman 
Catholic population of Ireland was as conspicuous. 
But these external differences rendered only the 
more evident the genuineness of the prevailing and 
common emotion. The mournful expression which 
marked both processions, shewed how deeply and 
generally Dr. Carlile’s death was lamented. 

The body was consigned, on the following morning, 
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to its last resting-place. Appropriate addresses were 

delivered on the occasion by different members of the 

presbytery. It was remarked, that the manner of Dr. 

Carlile’s death was fitted to confirm the faith of the 

converts. To the Roman Catholic, the valley of the 

shadow of death is very gloomy, and the eternity 

beyond still more clouded. Dr. Carlile had always 

regarded it as a cause of much thankfulness, that the 

deathbeds of so many of the converts of the mission 

had been peaceful and happy; it appeared the ar- 

rangement of a wise and gracious Providence in 
connexion with the mission, that Dr. Carlile had 

been enabled, on his dying bed, to give so happy and 

glorious a testimony to God’s faithfulness and grace. 

It shewed that the pangs of death were removed to 

believers—that, in their last struggle, the people of 
God were more than conquerors. 

Dr. Carlile had demitted his charge as superintend- 
ent of the Birr mission some months previously to his 
death, in consequence of the precarious state of his 
health. By aremarkable and undesigned coincidence, 
the day which witnessed his remains consigned to the 
grave was the occasion fixed for the formal induction 
of his successor. This providential occurrence was 
felt by all to be striking, and very encouraging to the 
mission. A standard-bearer had hardly fallen when 
the ranks were again filled up, and another grasped 
the same banner to be displayed for the truth. ‘The 
cause of the mission had been, to the last, very near 
the heart of Dr. Carlile. The last letter he ever wrote, 
we believe, was an affecting farewell to his former 
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charge. Perhaps it may be interesting to our readers 
if we add this letter. It is addressed to the Pastor, 
Elders, and Members of the Presbyterian Church in 
Parsonstown. Dr. Carlile accompanied it with the 
gift of a communion service for the use of the con- 
gregation :— 


*““My VERY DEAR BRETHREN AND FRIENDS IN 
Curist Jesus,—It has at length pleased the Lord, 
after removing me from my superintendence of your 
_ little church, to provide for you, in answer to prayer, 
another pastor : I do trust, and believe, one after His 
own heart, and whose labours we may confidently 
hope He will abundantly bless. Our first duty is to 
offer Him our united and heartfelt thanks for thus 
remembering us, and bestowing upon us one of His 
choicest gifts. 

*¢ You are now preparing, for the first time, to cele- 
brate together the holy ordinance of the Lord’s Sup- 
_ per. May the Lord unite you in one spirit and one 
- mind, in mutual regard and affection, making you will- 
ing to strive together for the faith once delivered to 
the saints, each one according to the talents and op- 
‘portunities that He may give you! 
| “To your Pastor I would say,—Dear Brother, 
_ be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might. 
Be not dismayed by the many enemies to the truth, 
and the many discouragements that will doubtless 
4 meet you. No work of God can be prosecuted in 
this rebellious world but in the teeth of enemies, 
_ and amidst innumerable hindrances and obstructions. 
b 
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The strong man holds his possessions with overwhelm- 
ing power, so that it would be utterly in vain for us 
to make head against him, and attempt to dispossess 
him; but a stronger than he has already come, and 
mastered him, and bound him, and opened the gates of 
his prison-house, and proclaimed liberty to the cap- 
tives. And we need never despair of success if we 
have faith in the Redeemer as a grain of mustard 
seed. Everything is in His power—He can com- 
mand attention to His Word—He can carry it home 
to the souls of those that hear—and, when they ery 
to Him, He can deliver them. 

“To THE Expers I would say,—My dear Brethren, 
I have, in the first place, to acknowledge the uniform 
kindness and attention which I always met with in 
my going out and in among you, and your constant 
willingness to aid me in any undertaking which was 
deemed calculated to promote the glory of God. 
What you were to me, I have no doubt you will be 
to my successor,—remembering with tenderness his 
younger age and less experience in the work, and 
endeavouring to uphold his hands by every means in 
your power. ; 

“To THE CONGREGATION I would say,—Be abund- 
antly thankful that God has provided for your neces- 
sities in sending you a man to watch over your spirit- | 
ual interests, as one that must give an account. If he 
be required to reprove, to rebuke, to exhort, with all 
long-suffering and doctrine, then is it your duty to 
submit to these his ministrations with all humility 
and teachableness. Be diligent and regular in your 
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attendance on his ministry. You cannot reasonably 
expect to receive any benefit from his preaching if 
you be desultory and irregular in attending upon it. 
Remember, I pray you, that the same obligation lies 
on you to be present in your place of hearing on the 
Sabbath that lies on him to be present in his place of 
teaching; and never absent yourselves from your 
place of worship, but for a reason that you can lay 
before God as a justification of your absence, and a 
reason which would equally justify the absence of 
your minister. And, while you are present in the 
sanctuary, strive and pray against wandering thoughts. 
Seek to have your attention fixed on the exercise in 
which you may be engaged—the prayer—the singing 
—the listening to the preaching of the Word of God, 
or the celebration of His ordinances. 

 Winally, and above all things, dear brethren, pray 
for one another,—minister, for people and elders,—the 
elders, in like manner, for the minister and the people, 
—and they for their minister and elders, and for one 
-another. <A praying people will make a good minis- 
ter, and a prayerful minister will do much towards 
making a praying people. Without prayer for one 
another you have no reason to look for a blessing. 

For Mysetr,—lI have to acknowledge many faults 
and shortcomings—the having left undone many 
things that might and ought to have been done. I 
always felt myself but very imperfectly qualified for 
a missionary; but I came forward to that service 
because God seemed to call me to it, and, in a very 
extraordinary manner, opened a door for me to enter 
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into it. God has therefore, I trust, pardoned my 
many sins and infirmities, and I hope will counteract 
any evil effects that might flow from them, and over- 
rule them for His glory. 

“T have very great pleasure in presenting to the 
pastor, and elders, and congregation, the simple appa- 
ratus for the celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which 
our Scriptural mode of administering it renders neces- 
sary. May the good Lord convert the bread and the 
wine that are presented in them into the bread of life 
and the water of life to those who partake of them! 
Perhaps the bringing forward of these utensils month- 
ly, may furnish a kindly memorial of my ministrations 
among you when [ shall have been removed to the 
sanctuary above.—Believe me, dear Brethren, to be 
your very sincere friend and loving brother in Christ 


Jesus, 
“ JAMES CARLILE. 


“ Dusiin, February 3, 1854.” 


In bringing this rapid and imperfect outline of the 
later period of Dr. Carlile’s life to a conclusion, we 
shall not add any general remarks on the character 
and labours of the deceased. The Rey. Dr. Kirk- 
patrick has kindly permitted his valuable sketch of 
the character of his former colleague to be appended 
to this notice. Other important contributions, from - 
the press and various periodicals, might be added; 
but this will, we think, supply the present want. 

_ A short memoir of Mrs. Carlile, it will be seen,is 
appended to this work. This was Dr. Carlile’s last 
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labour; and it was a labour of love. He regretted, 
at the same time, that the state of his health pre- 
vented him from making any elaborate preparation 
from the materials in his possession. ‘To those who 
knew Mrs. Carlile, it will be subject of regret that 
nothing from her epistolary correspondence is em- 
bodied in the memoir. The writer trusts to supply 
this, in some measure, in the memoir of Dr. Carlile. 
He avails himself of this opportunity to state, that 
he will feel much indebted to any of Dr. Carlile’s 
friends and correspondents, who may have in their 
possession letters or other documents connected with 
Dr. Carlile’s life and labours. These transmitted to 
him will be carefully preserved, and, as speedily as 


may be, returned. 
JAMES EDWARD CARLILE. 


The following is the sketch of Dr. Carlile’s char- 
acter by the Rev. Dr. Kirkpatrick :— 

“Dr. Carlile was a man of no ordinary stamp. 
You could not be an hour in his society without 
perceiving that you were in contact with a mind of 
superior reach and power of thought. One of his 
chief mental characteristics was clearness and depth 
of perception. He had great quickness in finding his 
way through the details of a subject to the principle 
involved in it; and then in tracing out the various 
directions in which the principle might be applied. 
If there was any lurking fallacy in an argument 
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which he had occasion to examine, he was ever 
prompt, with singular facility, to detect and expose 
it; if there was any inaccuracy or inconclusiveness 
in the result obtained, he was able, with instinctive 
precision, at once to point it out. His extreme in- 
genuity of mind, in connexion with his superior 
power of reasoning, would have proved a dangerous 
weapon if employed in the cause of error; but his 
talents, uniformly directed and controlled, as they 
were, by the operation of Christian principle, were 
eminently honoured to accomplish the service of God, 
and the good of his fellow-men. 

“‘ His love of truth—both of intellectual and moral 
truth—was, indeed, one of the most prominent features 
of his character. Whatever he felt to be right, either 
in sentiment or in practice, he boldly declared, with- 
out any regard to consequences. He thought and 
judged for himself, and formed his opinions with 
deliberation, and with but little deference to the 
authority of great names, or the influence of fashion. 
He seldom failed to instruct even where he was not 
able to persuade. The strength of his convictions, in 
discussing some great public questions, led him to 
state and defend his views with an energy of spirit 
and of manner which occasionally provoked the dis- 
pleasure of his opponents; but every harsher feeling 
speedily gave way under the deep-felt impression of 
his singleness of motive, and of his thorough integrity 
of character. Rarely, indeed, have we met with any 
man who, in the path of duty, was so independent of 
public opinion. He did not profess to be insensible 
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to the approbation of his fellow-men; but, if this were 
withheld, he was not the less fervent and determined 
in following out the course which his own apprehen- 
sion of truth and right prescribed to him. In the de- 
bates which tock place in the General Assembly of the 
Church he never aspired to be the leader of a party. 
He cared little about votes or divisions in any matter 
in which some great principle was not concerned. 
He never sought a mere personal or party triumph. 
In the discussion of an important subject, he was wont 
to bring forward some general truth, or acknowledged 
principle, which he enunciated and applied to the 
point at issue, and then left his statement to work its 
way, without troubling himself to consider how it 
might bear on individual feelings, tastes, or interests. 
Hence it was, from this habitual indifference to all 
considerations apart from the merits of the subject it- 
self, that his views often failed to obtain the measure 
of support to which they were fairly entitled. He was 
not, however, much grieved or disappointed by his 
want of success; for he knew that it is difficult to 
change the minds of men; and he believed that truth, 
however resisted or overborne for a season by the 
might of authority, or of prejudice, or of self-love, 
would at length take root, and would spring up, and 
blossom, and bear fruit, though it might not be till 
long after his lips should be closed in the silence and 
sleep of death. His desire of knowledge was in- 
satiable. He was ever ready to drink in information 
on every subject, from every quarter; and the ideas 
which he received from books, or from conversation, 
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were not simply deposited in his mind, but were com= 
bined and made to harmonize with the knowledge 
previously existing there, or so connected with facts — 
or principles already acquired as to be easy of recol- 
lection, and easy of reproduction for future necessity 
or convenience. 

“His written style, as his various publications 
abundantly testify, was manly and vigorous, being the 
natural expression of thoughts clearly conceived, and 
conscientiously enforced. He was sparing of mere 
ornament, but often happy in his illustrations of the 
topic discussed. His large amount of general inform- 
ation suggested numerous analogies, and enabled him 
to elucidate his subject with great felicity, and often 
with commanding eloquence and power. 

‘¢ But it is not so much to the mental as to the moral 
character of our departed friend, that we desire to 
call public attention. And here we would remark, at 
the outset, that the great principle by which his life 
was habitually pervaded, was that of entire consecra- 
tion to God. To this supreme object his multifarious 
acquirements and pursuits were made subservient. 
Whether in the pulpit or in the closet—whether in 
the Bible Society or in the General Assembly of the 
Church—whether as superintendent of an academy, 
or commissioner of education—whether engaged in 
compiling school-books, or in presiding over the details 
of the mission in Parsonstown—his uniform aim was 
to serve God, and to advance His kingdom upon 
earth. Many persons expressed their surprise that 
a man of his abilities and attainments should re- 
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tire from the metropolis to occupy a remote and un- 
known station in a provincial town. But herein his 
course was perfectly consistent. He had ever, from 
the period of his settlement in Dublin, felt and evinced 
a deep interest in the spiritual condition of the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland. In the year 1825, long before 
any sustained missionary movement was made towards 
that class of our countrymen by any section of the 
Protestant Church, he had written a paper, strongly 
urging the propriety and necessity of such a measure, 
and indicating the mode in which it should be under- 
taken. And when, in the providence of God, the 
congregation of Parsonstown, composed chiefly of 
converts from Romanism, sought to be received into 
connexion with the Presbytery of Dublin, he believed 
that now an opportunity was most graciously present- 
ed, enabling him practically to carry out the views of 
duty which he had expounded and advocated so many 
years ago. Accordingly, he transferred his residence 
to Parsonstown ; and there, in the earnest, continu- 
ous effort to impart the knowledge of salvation to the 
Roman Catholics of that town and neighbourhood, he 
spent the last, and, as he often said, the happiest years 
of his useful and honourable life. 

‘He cherished the most profound reverence for 
the Word of God, and endeavoured to ascertain and 
to apply its lessons in all the opinions which he 
formed, and in his whole plan and course of life. 
For the purpose of being more fully instructed 
in the mind of the Spirit, he devoted much time to 
meditation on the Scriptures. Without meditation 
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he did not think it possible to make much progress 
either in intellectual or spiritual acquirements. ‘The 
Monday of every week he was accustomed to keep 
disengaged from his ordinary avocations, as he used to 
say that a minister ought to have a Sabbath as well 
as others; and of the evening of that day he spent a 
portion in meditating on some of the precious truths 
revealed in the Divine Word. It was in one of 
these meditations that the idea occurred to him of 
writing a little book on the state of the redeemed 
in glory; and in correcting the proof-sheets of this 
work he was engaged till within a few days of his 
decease. 

‘¢ His religion partook more prominently of the in- 
tellectual than of the emotional. His views of divine 
truth were simple; and these he delineated in their 
distinctive features, and in their mutual connexion, 
and also in their practical influence on human con- 
duct and character, with great force and fidelity of 
application. His favourite illustration of a Christian 
was that of a little child; and he delighted to repre- 
sent the believer walking with God, and leaning on 
His grace, with all the lowly submission, and joyous 
obedience, and unhesitating confidence with which an 
affectionate child demeans himself in the presence of 
a fond and faithful parent on the earth. 

‘‘ Of the experience of the Christian life he spoke but 
seldom. His religion, like that of his beloved partner, 
whom he so soon followed to her heavenly rest, was 
rather objective than subjective. He was occupied 
not so much in watching the lights and shades of his 
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spiritual history, as in contemplating the Saviour— 
His glory—His service—His kingdom—and in re- 
volving within his mind how he might be enabled, in 
the sphere in which he was placed, and with the gifts 
entrusted to his stewardship, to uphold and extend the 
Redeemer’s cause in the world. , 

“Of his own personal interest in Christ he seemed 
never to entertain any doubt. This was the subject 
of one of the last conversations which the writer had 
with him, shortly before his decease. When it was 
remarked to him that some Christians arrived at the 
knowledge of their salvation, indirectly and inferen- 
tially, by a comparison of themselves with the delinea- 
tion given of believers in the Holy Scriptures, and 
that others seemed to have an immediate and ever- 
present consciousness of their adoption into the family 
of God, he said that his assurance had been once of 
the former kind, but that now it was of the latter— 
that now he habitually realized the presence and claims 
of God—that the very idea of losing his sense of the 
nearness and favour of God was intolerable; and as 
he spoke, his face was bedewed with tears, which he 
said he found it impossible to restrain, when he even 
for a moment contemplated the idea of separation 
from his heavenly Father. 

“Tt was, indeed, delightful to mark, as he approached 
the close of life, how his character was softened and 
mellowed, and evidently ripened for his great change ; 
to mark the tenderness of spirit and jealousy for the 
honour of God with which he shrunk from the con- 
tamination of sin; the forbearance with which he 
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desired to forgive, and to bury in utter oblivion all 
the injuries and unkindnesses he had ever received in 
the scenes of controversy and conflict through which 
he had passed; his deep impression of the vanity of 
the world, and of its insufficiency to satisfy the desires 
of the immortal soul; the thankfulness with which he 
acknowledged the bountiful supply of all his wants, 
and the confidence with which he surrendered his 
children and all his earthly concerns into the keeping 
of God; his desire to depart and to be with Christ, 
and his complete deliverance from the fear of death,— 
all these features of the Christian character were more 
and more fully developed during the last few months 
of his life, giving evidence of his nearer and nearer 
approach to the exercises and joys of the heavenly 
world. 

‘On the afternoon before his death he had a pleasant 
sleep. On awaking, he said: ‘ Ask, and ye shall re- 
ceive, even in small things. I asked for sleep, and 
God granted it immediately.’ So late as nine o’clock, 
he talked cheerfully to the doctor, who came to see 
him, and said: ‘I am lying here to bear testimony 
to all around of God’s goodness, till He see fit to 
remove me.’* After the doctor had gone, the 20th 
Paraphrase was read to him, beginning with, ‘ How 
glorious Zion’s courts appear!’ &c.; and was after- 
wards sung in an apartment below stairs, the doors 
being left open, as was usual, that he might catch the 
sound, when he could no longer take part in the 
exercises of family worship. Immediately afterwards, 
he requested the nurse to read for him the 94th 


a 


INTRODUCTORY NOTICE. ‘XXX 


Psalm. These were the last words he uttered. Be- 
fore the psalm was concluded, he sunk into a profound 
slumber ; at twelve o’clock he awoke, and began to 
cough ; his time was come. After a short but severe 
struggle his sufferings were at an end, and he gently 
fell asleep in Jesus. 

‘Our space permits us but a few additional sentences, 
wherein to point out the more important lessons to be 
derived from the review of the character we have now 
been contemplating. We would say,— 

‘1. Disciples of Christ! behold, and admire, and 
adore the faithfulness of your God. He hath said: 
‘They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their 
strength.’ And again: ‘They shall still bring forth 
fruit in old age, to shew that the Lord is upright ; 
there is no unrighteousness in Him.’ The closing 
years of the life of our honoured friend bear witness 
' that the promise of the Lord is sure. It isa grand 
spectacle to see a Christian, after all the temptations 
that have befallen him, and all the perils through 
which he has passed—after all his fightings and his 
fears—after all the trying vicissitudes of a long and 
laborious warfare, maintain his integrity to the end, 
and come off a conqueror, and more than a conqueror, 
from the field of conflict. It is a noble testimony to 
the faithfulness of God, to the truth of His Word, to 
the power of His grace, to the constancy of His love. 
‘Let the hearts of them rejoice that seek the Lord,’ 
for in seeking they are sure to find Him, and in find- 
ing Him they find a portion enduring and eternal. 

“¢2. Ministers of the Gospel! there is a special lesson 
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for you in the life and death of our departed friend. 
The lesson is—entire consecration to God. You are 
to live, not to yourselves, nor to men, but to God; — 
you are to seek not honour of men, but the honour 
that cometh from God only. No feature was more 
striking in the character of the late Dr. Carlile than 
his independence of human opinion in the pursuit of 
what he felt to be the path of duty. He gladly re- 
ceived the sympathy and support of his fellow-men, if 
granted to him; but if not, he held on his way, un- 
shrinking and undismayed. He desired ever to have 
the testimony of a good conscience, and the guidance 
of the divine Word; and so he had peace within, 
although the storm of human censure was often blow- 
ing fiercely around him. He lived a life of faith, and 
he died in the possession of a hope full of immortality. 
To him to live was Christ, and to die was gain. 

“¢3. Ministers and members of the Presbyterian 
Church of Ireland! be excited and encouraged to 
more strenuous, persevering, self-denying labour for 
the spiritual improvement of the land wherein we 
dwell. Jew things were more improbable than that 
Dr. Carlile should spend the last thirteen years of his 
life as a missionary in Parsonstown. It was his deep 
conviction of the importance and urgency of the home 
missionary enterprise that led him to take this bold 
and unexpected step. And this movement was not 
in vain. Its immediate result was the gathering in 
of not a few precious souls to the fold of Christ. The 
ministry of our deceased brother was, perhaps, more 
successful in his new sphere than in that which he 
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relinquished. This, at least, was his own impression. 
He believed, also, that the commencement was made 
of a work of grace that should live long after him. 
His remains, and those of the beloved partner of his 
toil, are laid in the churchyard of Parsonstown, not 
only as a token of their deep-felt attachment to their 
adopted field of labour, but also as an expression of 
their confidence that a rich harvest should yet be 
reaped from the seed which they had been permitted 
to sow. And it was a circumstance well worthy of 
being noted, that on the very day of the interment of the 
late pastor of the congregation and superintendent of 
the mission at Parsonstown, a successor should be 
inducted to the vacant charge, according to an ar- 
rangement of presbytery made many weeks before. 
The aged minister was called up from the sanctuary 
below, and his place was immediately taken by his 
successor—a man of kindred spirit to his own. Do 
not all these providential circumstances indicate to 
our Church the duty of vigorously pursuing the work 
which we have commenced,—the evangelization of 
this long-benighted land? Are we not encouraged 
and stimulated to follow the example of those eminent 
servants of God, on whom, while engaged in the pro- 
secution of this great work, He has so evidently set 
‘the seal of His approbation? As we have freely re- 
ceived the Gospel, should we not freely give, or, at 
least, present it to those who are perishing for lack of 
knowledge, whether in Parsonstown, or in Mayo, or 
in Kerry, or in Dublin—wherever there is an ear to 
hear, wherever there is a soul to save ?”’ 


INTRODUCTION. 


In the month of February 1852, when, according to a 
practice which I have for a considerable time fol- 
lowed, of devoting a part of every evening, but espe- 
cially of Monday evening,—which I endeavour to 
observe as a day of rest, in consequence of being 
necessarily deprived of the rest of the previous day 
by the public duties of the ministry,—to meditation 
and prayer, my thoughts turned to the future and 
ultimate blessedness and glory of the saints. I thought 
of their being kings and priests to God—to reign 
with Christ—to be seated with Him on His throne, 
as He is seated with the Father on His throne. I 
was endeavouring to form some conception of the 
nature of this high station and dignity. It occurred 
to me, that if all the redeemed were to be kings, and 
reign, none of them could be subjects. Christ’s child- 
ren are brethren, equal with one another. Who, then, 
are to be the subjects of these kings, and where found ? 


Then the declaration of the Apostle Paul, in J Cor. 
C 
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vi. 5: “ Ye shall judge angels,” presented itself before 
me with great vividness, as if a voice had said to 
me, * Consider that text.” I then thought of the con- 
dition and circumstances of angels, and of the posi- 
tion which the redeemed people of God would hold 
with respect to them. And views seemed to open up 
to me new and wonderful. Light seemed to shoot 
forth over the whole field of Revelation, touching 
here one text, and there another; and making all 
that it touched stand out and shine with new and 
beautiful significancy, 

When this occurred, the illness which, in about 
nine months afterwards, removed my beloved wife 
into the presence of her Lord, was becoming decid- 
edly marked, and we were taking alarm at the prob- 
able issue of it. It occurred to me, that the light 
which thus was made to shine into my heart might 
be a preparation appointed by a merciful God for the 
trial to. which it was His purpose to subject me. 
And I was almost tempted to turn away from the 
glory of the scene that was opened to me, as if it 
had been a thing of ill omen. But I was enabled 
to overcome that foolish temptation, and accept of 
the support and consolation which my God was 
graciously pleased to offer me. I preached a series 


of sermons on the various topics included within the 
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field of my intellectual and spiritual enlightenment, 
and embraced every opportunity of conversing on the 
subject with the most intelligent that I could meet 
with of God’s people, lest I might be giving heed to 
some vain speculation of my own. And the prepara- 
tion for these discourses, and afterwards writing out 
the substance of them, formed my chief occupation 
during the approach of my dearest companion to 
that crisis which was soon to remove her from my 
side, and for some months after her removal. 

I became satisfied that my mind was under the 
teaching of the Spirit, and that I was not giving 
heed to any hallucination, chiefly by these two reasons : 
First, the views of certain parts of the Word of God 
which I had received introduced no novelty into 
theology. They made no encroachment or alter- 
ation on any of those great truths on which the 
people of God found their hopes. Justification by 
faith—sanctification by the Spirit—repentance of dead 
works—union with Christ—His first coming to take 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself—and His second 


coming to judge the world in righteousness—seemed to 


me only to acquire new importance and beauty. My 


second reason was, that everything seemed to bear 
on the exaltation of Christ, as by His great work the 


foundation of all order, and security, and happiness 
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in the universe, and the glory of His people as one 
with Him, dependent on Him, deriving all from 
Him, and altogether subordinate to Him,—glorious 
in Him, and in Him only. 

I do not know, indeed, that anything will appear 
to be new in the following pages. It is possible that 
others may have received the same views, and that 
they may have, intended to express them in their 
writings. All that I can say on that point is, that if 
so, no book that I have read has conveyed such 
views into my mind. They are, in their principal 
features, new to me; and I have endeavoured to 
commit them to writing, and publish them, that 
others may participate in the enjoyment that I have 
derived from them, and that God, in Christ Jesus, 
may be glorified. 

JAMES CARLILE. 


THE SAINTS IN GLORY. 


CHAPTER I. 


THE RELATION IN WHICH ANGELS STAND TO THE 
GREAT PLAN OF REDEMPTION. 


Srection I. 


Ir is necessary to collect together the scattered notices 
dispersed over the whole of Revelation, that we may 
be the better able to discern the connexion of angels 
with men, and the manner in which they may be 
affected by the great movement connected with the 
redemption of God’s chosen people, and the regenera- 
tion of the world. 

1. Angels are capable of holiness, (Matth. xxv. 31.) 
Their holiness must be of the same nature with the 
holiness of God, and of holy men, else there would 
be no meaning in applying the term to them; neither 
could they otherwise be worshippers of God, or have 
communion with holy men in worship, as we know 
they have, (Heb. xii. 22.) Holy angels, therefore, are 
in the image of God; and doubtless they all were 
ereated, as well as man, in His mage. Accordingly 
they are called (in Job xxxviii. 7) Sons of God; at 
least we know of no other creatures who could be 
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there spoken of. They do the commands of God, 
hearkening to the voice of His Word, (Psalm ciii. 20.) 
Are we to understand by the Word in this passage, 
the Eternal Word, who was with God, and was God; 
and who was made flesh, and dwelt among us ? That 
seems to be the most probable interpretation of the 
expression. Their obedience is of the same nature, in 
spirit, with the obedience required of men; for our 
Lord teaches us to pray, that the will of God may be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven. They worship 
God in Christ, (Heb. i. 6;) and are called Christ’s 
angels, (Matth. xiii. 41; xvi. 27.) They are minutely 
acquainted with the affairs of men, especially in all 
things connected with man’s salvation. ‘They rejoice 
over every sinner that repenteth. They are, indeed, 
said to be all ministering spirits sent forth to minister 
to them that are heirs of salvation, (Heb. i. 14.) They 
are therefore called the angels of Christ’s little ones, 
(Matth. xviii. 10.) 

Angels are said to excel in strength, (Psalm ciii. 20 ;) 
and to be greater in power and might than we, (2 Peter 
ii. 10;) mighty angels, (2 Thess. i. 7.) Perhaps this 
fact in their nature connects itself with the question, 
Whether they have material bodies, or are spirits with- 
out bodies? Now, it seems evident that their spirits 
are connected with material bodies. ‘They exist in 
space, and move in space with certain rates of velocity. 
Gabriel was commanded to fly swiftly with his message 
of consolation to Daniel. Their bodies, however, are 
different from ours. They can appear and vanish with- 
out apparent motion. ‘They can appear to men in their 
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sleep. Their bodies seem to be of the same kind with 
the body in which our Lord rose from the dead. He, 
as well as they, appeared suddenly in rooms with 
closed doors, in the dungeon of a prison, as to Peter, 
(Acts xii. 5-19.) Although, doubtless, neither our Lord, 
after His resurrection, nor they, required food such as 
we use to sustain them, yet they could eat and drink 
when any purpose was to be gained by doing so, 
(Gen. xviii. 1-8; John xx. 13; Luke xxiv. 42, 48.) 
Some have inferred from our Lord’s eating and drink- 
ing, that the body in which He’ rose was not His 
glorified and spiritual body. It would be difficult, in 
that case, to understand how He rose as the first-fruits 
of them that slept. But that no such inference is to 
be drawn from that fact is evident; because that same 
Jesus, we have seen, before He had taken upon Him 
human nature, with two of His angels, ate and drank 
with Abraham. There may be some power, for 
aught we know, in such spiritual bodies, that could at 
once decompose or resolve any kind of food into its 
elements. Be that as it may, it is obvious that 
angels are, in this respect, like our Lord after His 
resurrection. Now, our bodies, when we shall be 
raised from the dead, are to be made like to Christ’s 
glorious body; and, further, though sown in weak- 
ness, they are to be raised in power; and the differ- 
ence between angels and us, in regard to power and 
might, may depend altogether in their bodies being 
spiritual bodies, and therefore mighty; whereas ours 
are natural bodies, and therefore weak. But when 
the saints of God shall be raised in their glorious incor- 
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ruptible, spiritual, powerful bodies, they may thus, in 
regard to power and might, be equal to the angels. 
They are now, as their Divine Master was, a little 
lower than they; but as He has been, so, I doubt not, 
they will be, by nature of their union to Him, raised 
far above all angels. 

Have angels a higher order of understanding than 
men? We should be disposed to answer this question 
in the negative, on the ground that multitudes, as we 
shall have occasion to notice immediately, have vio- 
lated the law of God, and are in rebellion against Him. 
Now, of all the follies—the intellectual imbecilities— 
that we see among men, even under the influence of 
drunkenness, or of insanity, none is so great as sinning 
against God. We doubt not that they have power of 
discernment above those which we possess. It is pos- 
sible that they may see at a glance what it required the 
philosophical genius and labours of Newton to discover 
and demonstrate. They, probably, have much better 
opportunities of discovering the wisdom, and power, 
and goodness of God manifested in His works; but 
that would only render this intellectual imbecility, in 
rebellion against that God, the more conspicuous. In 
short, men, with all their follies and absurdities, have 
never done anything more foolish and absurd than 
angels. 

Our Lord further tells us, that there is no distinction 
of sex among the angels, in which respect we are to 
be assimilated to them: ‘They shall neither marry nor 
give in marriage; but shall be like the angels of God 
in heaven,” (Matth. xxii. 30.) We might be disposed 
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to infer from this statement, that there can be no 
natural means of increase among them; but all that 
we are entitled to infer is, that if there be a natural 
mode of increase, it must be altogether different from 
that which God has appointed among men, and among 
all the higher orders of animals on the earth. 

2. Although, doubtless, all angels were created in 
perfect purity and holiness,—for nothing unholy can 
proceed from the hand of a holy God,—yet some of 
them, nay, as it would appear, a very great multitude 
of them, have fallen from their purity, and become 
wicked angels—the bitterest enemies of God, of His 
holy angels, and of His people on the earth. They 
are described as angels that kept not their first estate, 
(Jude 6.) They are called the angels of the devil, 
(Matth. xxv. 41; Rev. xii. 3-9.) 

Now that Satan and his angels are engaged in 
active, desperate rebellion against God, is abundantly 
manifest from a multitude of facts. It is manifest 
from his temptation of Eve. His object manifestly 
was to entice her and her husband from their alle- 
giance to God. He misrepresented the character and 
acts of God. He told them that God had deceived 
them by a deliberate falsehood;.and that He had so 
deceived them-—poor deluded wretches—because He 
was jealous of their attaining to all the dignity of which 
they were capable, and to which they were entitled, 
of being like himself,—knowing good and evil. And 
he encouraged them to an overt act of rebellion,—that 
very act which God had appointed as the test whereby 
he and they might know that they had thrown off 
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their subjection to Him, and that they were determined 
to seek enjoyment and dignity independently of Him, 
nay, in spite of His express command. His temptations 
of our blessed Lord indicate the same object and the 
same spirit. His aim was to detach Him from God,— 
from His faith in God, from His quiet resignation to 
the will of God. Failing in this, he attempted to per- 
suade Him to make a presumptuous experiment on the 
power of God, and His faithfulness to His promises. 
And, becoming yet more daring, he told Him that he 
was lord of all things in the world, and was the dis- 
penser of all its wealth and honour, and asked Him to 
acknowledge that by doing obeisance to him, for the 
possession of the kingdoms of the world and the glory of 
them. But, still further, the Scripture expressly states, 
that the spirit that works in the children of disobedience 
is the spirit of Satan, (Ephes. ii. 1,2.) We are, there- 
fore, entitled to regard the crimes and follies that con- — 
stitute the general course of the world as the effect of 

Satan’s influence—the godlessness, the setting up of 
other gods, and worshipping and serving them instead 
of the one living and true God—the universal worship 
of images in opposition to the intimation of the will of 
God. Among the heathen, the name of the most high 
God has become unknown, and, therefore, it is not taken 
in vain; but wherever the knowledge of the name of 
God lingers among a people, the chief use that they 
make of it is to assist them in cursing and swearing, 
or to treat it with the most contemptuous levity. The 
Sabbath also has become unknown in the greater part 
of the world; and where it is known, it is generally 
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trampled under foot. The disobedience of children to | 
their parents, and their general disregard of them in 
their old age; the reckless propensity to bloodshed, and 
the approbation, and, as it is called, glory, which are 
awarded to the most brutal conflicts and massacres ; 
the hideous and revolting uncleannesses, many of them 
connected with the worship of their idols, some of which 
dare scarcely be alluded to; the lies and. perjuries; the 
mean, low trickery and dishonesty, or the audacious 
robberies, or both combined, that mark the usual 
intercourse of man with man; the malignant whisper- 
ings, backbitings, detractions, tale-bearings, for the 
meanest and vilest purposes; that almost univer- 
sally prevailing covetousness; and the rapacious self- 
ishness that would draw everything to self, which is 
the all but universal feature of the human character,— 
are all to be ascribed to the instigation and influence 
of the spirit of the prince of the power of the air— 
that is, the devil. Surely, therefore, we cannot but 
see that Satan and his angels are engaged in direct 
malignant rebellion against the God of heaven. 

3. It has been a question much agitated among the 
learned in all ages, how sin could find entrance into a 
perfectly holy bosom, or, in other words, what was 
the origin of evil; and the most monstrous and mis- 
chievous theories have been resorted to for the purpose 
of accounting for it; the most mischievous and the 
most prominent of which holds possession of multitudes 
of speculative men in heathen countries till the present 
day, is, that a good and evil principle existed from all 
eternity, independent of one another, who are con- 
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tinually, like fire and water, contending with one 
another for mastery, and counteracting each others 
purposes. A most hideous thought—a good God and 
a wicked god from all eternity; and, consequently, to 
continue to all eternity! Some more refined specula- 
tions on the subject have been broached by men 
acquainted with the Scriptures, which it is not neces- 
sary to notice. 

There does not appear to be anything very mysteri- 
ous, or difficult to account for, in sin gaining entrance 
into a perfectly holy, but created, and therefore finite, 
mind. If the question indeed be, How could a holy 
God permit the entrance of sin into the heart of any 
of His creatures? we must only confess our ignorance, 
That is a question that does not belong to us. Itisa 
high question of state in God’s eternal government 
of the universe; and we can resolve it only into His 
own infinite wisdom that saw that it was better to 
permit sin to enter, than forcibly to prevent it,—that 
more benefit might be attained by tolerating its exist- 
ence, than by interposing to exclude or to extirpate it 
by an act of sovereign power and authority. But if 
the question be, How could sin arise in a mind created 
perfectly pure and holy? there does not appear to be 
anything inconceivable in it. Moral creatures,—that 
is, creatures capable of moral good and evil,—and 
those capable of being objects of the approbation and 
love of God, or objects of His indignation and wrath, 
must necessarily be free, and, perhaps, also immortal. 
Creatures governed by mechanical laws, or by the 
laws of vegetable or animal life, or by instinct, cannot 


TO THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION. ° 4) 


be moral creatures; and God can neither, in the 
proper sense of the words, love nor hate them. To be 
capable, then, of either enjoying His love, or exposing 
themselves to His hatred, they must, to a certain 
extent, be made independent in their minds of the 
direct guidance, and control, and power of God. ‘They 
are to be governed by a law which they must have 
power to obey or to disobey. They must be perfectly 
free either to continue in the love and obedience of 
God, or to rebel against Him; and they must be 
governed by means of such light given to them—such 
means of knowing God and their duty—as ought to be 
sufficient to keep them in willing subjection to His 
authority. But among myriads of creatures thus 
necessarily free, it cannot be beyond the reach of 
possibility, nay, of probability, that some should lose 
sight of those considerations that should bind them to 
the love and service of God, and abuse the freedom 
which God, at their creation, had accorded to them. 
There is nothing incomprehensible or improbable in 
thoughts arising in such a mind, which, although not 
sinful, yet, if not instantly checked, tend towards sin. 
Suppose, for example, that any act of God were 
presented to the view of the angels which they could 
not fully understand. Suppose that God were to do 
or to say anything that, to their finite minds, seemed, 
at first sight, like injustice or deviation from truth and 
rectitude, or any other moral evil, which, of course, 
required only to be completed and fully developed to 
be seen to be in perfect harmony with His holy 
attributes and His perfect law; but suppose that any 
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of them should not wait for the development, but, 
startled with the prima facie appearance of such an 
act of God, should, even in the depths of his own 
thoughts, wonder and be perplexed by it, and that he 
did not instantly quell and dismiss from him that 
thought, by bringing up to his remembrance the 
perfect holiness of God, the absolute impossibility of 
His doing wrong, his wonder might imperceptibly slide 
into doubt, his doubt into questioning, his questioning 
into censure, into the imagination that he himself could 
have done better; and that imagination into a certain 
degree of disrespect of God, and alienation from Him; 
and if, in any part of this progress, he remembered 
that the eye of God was on him, and brought upon . 
him a rebuke, instead of being humbled and recovered 
to a right state of mind, his countenance, like that of 
Cain, might fall, and he might precipitate himself into 
some direct act of rebellion against God. Or suppose 
that God were to require any duty of any of them that 
seemed to deprive him of enjoyment, or interrupt 
occupations in which he was greatly interested,— 
the tendency of such a situation would be towards 
impatience, discontent, and disobedience; and if any 
one did not instantly arrest such a tendency, by bring- 
‘ing before himself, not only the high authority of God, 
but His perfect will, and the wisdom, and goodness of 
all His commands, the downward progress might go 
on and lead to greater ungodliness. Now, if any one 
should thus cast off his confidence in God, or his 
entire subjection to His authority, he had deprived 
himself of all check on the encroachments of sin, and 
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might soon have his bosom filled with every abomina- 
tion. 

Nor is it at all inconsistent with the holiness of 
God, or with His known acts, purposely to try the 
fidelity of His servants by startling declarations or 
commands. He put the faith and obedience of 
Abraham to a severe test, by the startling and ter+ 
rible command to offer up his only, his beloved son 
as a burnt sacrifice: Our blessed Lord, who was 
God manifest in the flesh, tested the faith and obedi- 
ence of His followers, by telling them plainly, that 
if they were not prepared to give up all, even their 
lives, for His sake and the Gospel’s, they could not 
be His disciples; and advised them, therefore, to count 
the cost before they should profess to be His disciples. 
The discourse of Jesus, in John vi., respecting the eat- 
ing of His flesh and drinking of His blood, was a test 
of another kind applied to His followers. One might 
wonder why He should have chosen to express him- 
self in language that was so much calculated to 
give offence, and which did give offence to many 
of His disciples, so that they went back and walked 
no more with Him. Doubtless His discourse was so 
framed for the purpose of bringing the matter to an 
issue between Him and them. As He did not want 
disciples who were not prepared to lay down their 
lives for His sake, so neither did He want disciples 
who were not prepared to trust to the truth, and 
wisdom, and holiness of all His words and acts, 
whether they might fully understand them or not. 
Just so God might choose to test the faith and obedi- 
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ence of His angels, whether, in their liberty to con- 
tinue in their allegiance to Him, or to leave Him and 
rebel against Him, they were prepared to cleave to 
Him, and to trust in the perfect justice, holiness, love, 
and tender parental affection, under appearances the 
most difficult to reconcile to these attributes. And 
therefore it is by no means incomprehensible, that, 
among innumerable moral creatures,—created, indeed, 
in rectitude and purity, but finite, and free to obey or 
disobey, to confide in God or to distrust Him,—some 
might abuse their liberty, and doubt the perfect recti- 
tude and holiness of some of His acts; and might 
thence fall into impatience of His authority—into 
unbelief and disobedience. And when sin has once 
found a lodgment in the soul, or when false and 
undutiful thoughts of God are harboured in it, the 
equilibrium of the soul is destroyed, and it sinks 
lower and lower in guilt, without the power of re- 
covering itself. The evil thoughts of God first har- 
boured suggest others, till all just knowledge of God 
is banished from it, and the understanding becomes 
darkened and bewildered; the affections and passions, 
no longer under the control of the authority and law ~ 
of God, or the influence of His holy character, are 
drawn aside to forbidden objects; and instead of 
loving that which God loves, and hating that which 
God hates—which constitutes the very image of God 
in the soul—soon learns to love that which God 
hates, and to hate that which God loves; and then to 
hate God himself, which is the lowest depth of moral 
depravity. 


TO THE PLAN OF REDEMPTION. tD 


But the nature of sin is not only to germinate and 
to propagate itself within the bosom that harbours it; 
but it urges its victims to endeavour to infect the 
minds of others. It is not only a deadly poison, 
Spreading itself through the whole faculties of the 
soul, and converting it into a mass of corruption; but 
it is like a hydrophobia, which is said to impel its 
canine victims to bite and infect other animals. This 
we see every day in the zeal, and activity, and cun- 
ning manifested by wicked men to draw others into 
wickedness, or to keep them from being reformed. It 
would be incredible, if we did not witness it continu- 
ally, the amount of skill and dexterity, of painstaking 
and diligence, that are employed in the defence and 
propagation of sin of every kind. Attempt but to 
touch any of the forms of idolatry, or of superstitious 
worship, in any part of the world, and what a power 
is instantly aroused in its defence! What efforts 
were made, and continue to be made, to support 
negro slavery and the slave trade! Even in the pro- 
fessingly Christian nations of Great Britain and the 
United States, what a portentous resistance was, and 
is yet, made to interfere with it! Let but any of the 
outworks of drunkenness—the licenses, the multitude 
of houses for selling intoxicating liquors, the drinking 
usages of society—be threatened, and a host is im- 
mediately in arms for its defence. Let but an effort 
be made to recover a poor wretched drunkard from 
his degrading and ruinous vice, and not only every 
faculty of his own soul rises up to meet the effort, 
‘but he is instantly surrounded by the miserable 
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victims of the same vice,—his companions in the 
indulgence of it,—to fortify his propensity and habit, 
and prevent him from listening to any appeals to his 
reason or his conscience; and it is their very triumph 
to send him home reeling, staggering, raging, and 
blaspheming, to his wretched family. That Satan, 
and, doubtless, every.one of his angels, is goaded by 
a similar diseased craving after the moral ruin of 
others, is manifest from everything that is recorded of 
him in Scripture. No sooner had Adam and Eye 
come forth in purity and loveliness from the hand of 
their Creator, than Satan was by their side, watching 
for an opportunity to corrupt and ruin them. And 
having. obtained influence over them and their family, 
how vigorously and incessantly has it been used for 
their utter debasement and destruction! for again we 
have to remember, that the course of the world is after 
Satan, the prince of the power of the air, who is the 
spirit that worketh in the children of disobedience. 
And when a train of thought, such as we have sup- 
posed, has found a lodgment in the soul of any 
rational and moral creature, and has produced its 
natural effect in debasing and corrupting that soul, it - 
would, at the same time, instigate it to communicate 
its pollution to others. Satan might avail himself of 
his intercourse with his fellow-angels to poison their 
minds, and, by falsehood and misrepresentation, alien- 
ate them from God, and engage them in rebellion 
against Him. If he originally was a leader or com- 
mander among them—if he was, as some think, an 
archangel, his situation, and the deference paid to 
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him, and reverence and love in which he was held, 
would greatly add to his influence for evil, as it had 
formerly done for good. 

Has Satan and his angels still access to holy 
angels? The probability seems to be that they have. 
Satan and his angels have, indeed, been driven out. of 
heaven,—that is, away from the manifested presence 
of God. But he and they have not yet been con- 
signed to their final punishment, which will not take 
place till the day of judgment, when the devil and his 
angels shall be cast into everlasting fire, prepared for 
him and for them. ‘They are, indeed, said (2 Peter 
ii. 4) to have been cast down into hell, and to be 
delivered into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto 
judgment. But this cannot be understood in any sense 
incompatible with Satan's going about among men 
as a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour, nor 
even his being the prince of the power of the air, and 
the prince of this world. By hell, must be meant a 
state, rather than a place; and by chains of darkness, 
moral darkness—the blinding of the understanding. 
He having access to men in this world, to tempt 
them, and to sustain his kingdom by lies and delu- 
sions, while holy angels are sent forth to minister to 
those who are heirs of salvation, it is difficult to con- 
ceive how he and his angels should not meet with 
holy angels. We are told that Satan transforms 
himself into an angel of light; and this is compared 
transforming them- 


with wicked men—his servants 
selves into ministers of righteousness, for the purpose 
of leading men into error and wickedness, or even 
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hardening them in their rebellion ; from which we may 
infer, that he transforms himself into an angel of light 
for the like purpose of drawing angels after him. 
From the extraordinary history, in the Book of Job, 
of Satan’s appearing among the sons of God, and also 
from what our Lord told Peter, that Satan had de- 
sired to have him, that he might sift him as wheat, 
it would appear, that he is not shut out from all 
access to holy angels, nor even to God himself, in his 
present condition. He and his angels seem to be in 
a condition similar to our own,—expelled from the 
family of God, as we were expelled from the garden 
of Eden, yet not beyond the reach of access to God, 
and to His loyal servants. We, indeed, through the 
appointed Mediator, have access to God, for purposes 
for which he has no access,—namely, for pardon, and 
reconciliation, and acceptable worship. But he, it 
would appear, can assemble with the sons of God, to 
become the accuser, and seek for liberty to try their 
faith, as wicked men upon earth may assemble before 
God, along with His children, for any ungodly pur- 
pose that they may entertain. Whether, therefore, 
the original rebellion has ceased to extend itself, or 
whether it may yet be acquiring adherents from 
among the holy angels, we are not informed. It is 
but a comparatively recent event, that the whole race 
of men were gained over to it; and it is not incon- 
sistent with anything contained in the Scripture, that 
good angels may even yet be tampered with, and 
persuaded, as Eve was, to join the ranks of the 
rebels. 
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Section I. 


_ Whether good angels are exposed to be tampered 
with by Satan and his angels, we know, from the past 
history of their order, that, holy as they are, evil may 
arise among them and gain strength, till it break out 
into open rebellion against the God of heaven; and 
the great question is, How can this be prevented? 
—how can the moral government of God be secured 
against the extension of the present rebellion, or the 
eruption of new rebellions? — 

Doubtless, the sentence pronounced upon the present 
rebels, and their expulsion from the presence of the 
Lord, and reservation under chains of darkness to the 
judgment of the great day, when they are to be cast 
into the lake of fire, may do something, perhaps much, 
towards securing the loyalty of God’s subjects, and pre- 
venting them from tampering with dangerous trains of 
thought, or listening to outward temptation. But, in 
the first place, dread of punishment, and witnessing 
the punishment of others, has but a feeble power to 
repel temptation. If the punishment were to follow 
immediately upon the commission of the crime, the 
effect in deterring from outward criminal acts might 
be increased. But, then, it would be at the expense of 
all elevation and dignity of moral character. A moral 
agent whose conduct is regulated by the hopes and 
fears of the moment, almost ceases to be a moral 
agent, and is very little elevated above the brutes. 


The consistency and worth of a moral agent are pro- 
B 
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portioned to the distance of time to which he can look 

forward for the results of his conduct. The example, 
therefore, of the punishment of the wicked is not much 
to be reckoned upon in securing even the outward 
order of the moral kingdom of God. But, besides, 
the moral rectitude which is supported wholly or 
chiefly by the dread of punishment, is of little or no 
value in the sight of God. It is not rectitude of 
spirit, but mere rectitude of outward behaviour. God 
has a right to expect that He should be obeyed, not 
from fear of the lash, but from love and reverence to 
Him and His authority; and He will not accept of any 
other obedience. Outward acts of worship and obedi- 
ence extorted by fear, is that very spirit of bondage 
from which it is one great end of the Gospel to 
deliver men, that it may replace it by a spirit of 
adoption—a free spirit, whereby they may cry, Abba, 
Father. 

What, then, could be done towards effectually 
arresting the progress of sin and rebellion in the 
moral universe? God might have annihilated the first 
angel in whose breast He discovered the first wander- 
ing of his thoughts into forbidden tracks—the first taint 
of evil—the first darkening spot in the inmost recesses 
of his bosom. He might have excluded the tempter 
from our first parents; or He might have annihilated 
Eve, when He saw that she was imbibing his vile 
insinuations. Or He might, -by an act of Almighty 
power, have eradicated sin out of the hearts of all in 
whom He detected it, and reimplanted in them holy 
and upright dispositions and affections. But any of 
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these measures might be inconsistent with the condi- 
tion of moral creatures. The mystery of mysteries 
is, how God could create beings capable of being 
governed by a law which they were at liberty to 
violate, whose attachment and obedience to Him 
were therefore voluntary, and so capable of drawing 
forth His affection towards them as obedient child- 
ren, and being objects of His approbation and (if 
I may use the word) respect. To this condition im- 
mortality might be absolutely necessary to render 
them, in one point of view, independent of the power 
of God to prolong or to end their existence; not an 
underived independence, but an independence which 
God gave them for the purpose of rendering them moral 
agents. All acts of mere power to keep them in their 
allegiance, were incompatible with their being volun- 
tary and moral agents. A moral agent that required 
the constant interposition of his Maker to keep him in 
his duty, would be in a most imperfect state—like a 
chronometer that should require the hand of its maker 
or possessor constantly to keep it in correct time. Be- 
sides, any of such measures would have left His moral 
dominion as much exposed as ever to the inroads of 
sin. Not one of them, or all of them, would have added 
to its security. One rebellion ended in any of these 
ways, would, perhaps, rather have tended to encourage 
other rebellions, than to prevent them; and would 
certainly have lowered the tone of morals throughout 
the whole moral universe. It would have made all 
moral creatures feel that their attachment and obedience 
to God was not the free-will offering of their own 
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hearts, but an attachment and obedience which they 
could not withhold but at the price of annihilation. 
No progress, therefore, could have been made in that 
way towards a more secure and better state of the 
moral and spiritual kingdom of God. 

We can conceive of no way in which angels or 
men, or any moral beings,—that is, beings created in 
the image of God,—could be brought into a state 
more secure from the rise and progress of sin among 
them; no possibility of any advancement in the king- 
dom of God to a higher condition, but by the exhibition 
of some new striking, commanding, overwhelming, 
manifestation of the attributes of God, especially His 
holiness, His justice, His tender love to His moral 
offspring, and compassion even for those that had 
rebelled against Him,—and that even while He was 
under the necessity of executing judgment upon them ; 
and some new striking view of the majesty, and 
purity, and infinite perfection of His law—the great, 
universal, eternal standard of right and wrong. If 
angels be formed upon the same model as men,— 
namely, the image of God,—and we can conceive of 
no other model, then their affection and their will are 
to be beneficially influenced only by light or truth 
communicated to their understanding; not, however, 
any truth, but truth devised and provided for that 
purpose. Mere power, however applied, can scarcely 
be said to act on them morally; but a clearer, fuller, 
more impressive conception of the glorious character 
of God might raise them to a region of ineffable ad- 
miration, and love, and enthusiastic loyalty, where they 
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would soar infinitely above the reach of any tempta- 
tion to shake their faith in Him, or to alienate their 
affections from Him. 

Now, this is just the measure to which God has 
resorted in Christ Jesus. ‘The descent of the Son of 
God from His high state to the condition of humanity, 
its lowest condition, to a public execution as a con- 
demned criminal,—and that for the purpose of raising 
sinful, rebellious, degraded men from their guilt and 
debasement to the favour of God, and to dignity and 
“purity of character,—is just such a display of the holy 
attributes of God as was calculated to produce these 
effects. The elucidation of this proposition will form 
the subject of the following chapter. 
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CHAPTER fL 


JESUS AND HIS WORK VIEWED IN RELATION TO THE 
WHOLE MORAL UNIVERSE. 


At the close of the preceding chapter, we had come 
to the conclusion, that there was no conceivable mode 
of adding to the security of the moral universe against 
the extension of that rebellion that now rages in it 
against God, or the breaking out of any new re- 
bellion, but God giving some new, striking, eom- 
manding, manifestation of himself, especially of His 
moral attributes,—His love to His children, His 
holiness, His justice, His mercy, His faithfulness ; 
and we intimated, that in the humiliation and exalta- 
tion of the Lord Jesus, just such a manifestation of 
God as was necessary for that purpose was given. 
We shall now, with the view of proving and illus- 
trating this proposition, spend a little time in contem- 
plating the work of the Redeemer, and its bearing 
upon the moral universe. We have nothing new to 
offer on that subject; but viewing it, not merely as it 
bears on our own race, but on angels, and generally 
on all moral creatures, we may see some parts of it 
under a new aspect. It may be like the viewing of 
the same object on different sides, and from different 
distances. The object is the same, and we know it to 
be the same; but the difference of aspect, and the 
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different objects that we see in connexion with it, 
may give us conceptions of its magnitude and uses 
which we had not thought of. 


Section I. 
Jesus and His work of Redemption. 


We shall take, as our guide in stating the facts of 
the humiliation of the Lord of glory, the words of 
the Apostle Paul in Phil. i. 6-8: “ Who being in the 
_ form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with 
God ; but made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
Him the form of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men; and being found in fashion asa man, He 
humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross.” 

1. ‘“ Who being in the form of God.’—That is, not 
directly being God, but exhibiting what may be called 
the external aspect of the Deity, wielding the power of 
God, manifesting the wisdom of God, exercising the 
sole authority of God, receiving the homage and 
obedience due to God. Some have inferred, from the 
use of the word form, which originally and literally, 
doubtless, signifies the outward shape or appearance, 
that He was not really God, but merely assumed 
some of the outward characteristics of God,—such as 
working miracles, appearing in great splendour, as on 
the mount of transfiguration. This interpretation is, 
in every point of view, untenable. This expression 
cannot allude to His working miracles, or His trans- 
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ficuration, because He was in the form of God before 
He took on himself the form of a servant, and the 
likeness of man. No creature could assume the out- 
ward insignia of God—His power, His authority, 
His worship—without putting himself on an equality 
with God, which, according to this interpretation, 
Jesus did not; nor could God permit any creature to 
assume the insignia of God in the sight of any other 
creature without deceiving Him. Philologists have 
shewn, that the word is used to signify, not merely 
the outward form, but the essence or reality of the 
object along with the outward form or manifestation ; 
nay, and sometimes the essence or reality, without the 
outward characteristics. This use of the word seems 
to be entirely analogous to our use of our own word 
form, when we say, that water exists in the form of a 
liquid, or of ice, or of snow, or of vapour,—intimating, 
that it was really water in the liquid, the snow, the 
vapour, but made to assume the outward qualities of a 
liquid, a solid, or a gas. So the word applied to Jesus, 
can signify nothing but that He was really God, with 
all the insignia of God; but became really a servant, 
with the outward characteristics of a servant,—and 
really a man, with the outward characteristics of a 
man. 

His being, then, in the form of God, refers to His 
manifestation of the attributes of Deity from the 
beginning, when He created all things by the word of 
His power, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers. 
When He created the earth, and man upon it, and 
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gave to man His law—when He pronounced His sen- 
tence upon him for violating it, and drove him out of 
the garden of Eden—when He destroyed the old 
world with the deluge—when He appeared in glory 
on mount Sinai—also when He appeared in glory at 
the dedication of the temple of Solomon—and when 
He manifested His glory in vision to Isaiah, to 
Ezekiel, and to Daniel. In all of these cases He 
appeared in the supreme majesty, wielding the 
supreme authority, and receiving the supreme worship 
and obedience of angels and men. 

“¢ He thought it not rubbery to be equal with God.” — 
This obviously refers to the same manifestations of 
himself as God. The Deity is, in His own nature, 
an invisible, eternal, almighty, unchangeable spirit. 
Nevertheless Jesus, after He assumed the form of a 
servant, and even of a man, did not deem it robbery 
to assume the majesty, to exercise the power, to claim 
the authority, and to accept of the worship and 
obedience which belong exclusively to God. And 
why did He not deem it robbery thus to put himself 
on a footing of equality with God, but because He 
was God? and therefore it was no robbery in Him, 
which it would have been in any mere creature. 

“ He made himself of no reputation.” —Literally emp- 
tied himself,—that is, divested himself of that magni- 
ficence in the sight of others—the worship and services 
of angels—perhaps, the visible splendour, such as He 
assumed, for a moment, at His transfiguration—and 
assumed the humble guise of a servant. Even when, 
under the old dispensation, He appeared to Abraham, 
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to Jacob, to Joshua, and others, in the form of an 
angel, He was acting as a servant,—the Angel of the 
Covenant, the messenger of God. But the passage, 
doubtless, alludes chiefly to the days of His flesh, 
when He was made of a woman, made under the law; 
and when He came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister. 

“« And was made in the likeness of men.” —He was a 
man, as having a true human body and human soul; 
but without the corruption of the nature of man. 
Yet He was made in the likeness of sinful flesh. 
Even if our race had retained its original purity, what 
infinite condescension it would have been in the God 
of heaven—the creator of all—to take upon Him the 
form or fashion of a creature so ignorant and so helpless 
as a human infant! But He took on Him the like- 
ness of sinful corrupt men, descended to their de- 
graded condition, without participating in their sins, 
—mingled with men, ate, and drank, and lodged with 
them. If the sovereign of a great empire were to lay 
aside his state and insignia of majesty, and descend to 
the condition of the most wretched and abandoned 
class of men in his dominions, dwell among them for 
many years, eat, drink, lodge with them, dress as they 
do, made them his associates and companions, and 
mingle himself with them in everything but partici- 
pating in their vices,—what a wonderful abasement 
of himself it would be! and if done for the attain- 
ment of some benevolent object, what a wonder- 
ful manifestation of self-denial! Yet what would it 
be in comparison with the self-abasement and self- 
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denial of the blessed Jesus, in leaving, for a season, 
the holy bosom of His Father—laying aside His glory 
and majesty—taking upon Him the condition of sinful 
man. Some theologians can scarcely believe that the 
brazen serpent in the wilderness should be a type of 
Christ. The comparing of himself to a serpent, they 
think, would be too degrading to Him. But a serpent 
is a harmless animal when compared with sinful men. 
The general characteristics of the human species, as 
they appear to aholy God, as enumerated by the Apos- 
tle Paul, (Rom. iii. 10-18,) quoting and confirming 
the words of former prophets, are these: ‘There is 
none righteous, no, not one: there is none that under- 
standeth, there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are all gone out of the way, they are together. 
become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one. ‘Their throat is an open sepulchre: with 
their tongues they have used deceit: the poison of 
asps is under their lips: whose mouth is full of curs- 
ing and bitterness: their feet are swift to shed blood: 
destruction and misery are in their ways; and the 
way of peace have they not known: there is no fear 
of God before their eyes.” Now, these were, without 
abating one jot or tittle, the very characteristics of the 
people among whom He came to sojourn for a time. 
So that the poison of the most poisonous reptile on the 
face of all the earth is not, for a moment, to be com- 
pared, in regard to malignity, to the deadly poison of 
the creatures with whom, for a time, He associated 
himself, 
“And being found mm fashion as a man, He humbled 
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himself.”—Even as a man He humbled himself. - He 
entered the world as a feeble, helpless infant, to be © 
cared for, and carried about in the arms of a woman. 
Nor was He born in a high condition among men. 
His birthplace was not a palace, but a stable. His 
life was spent among the poor, as one of themselves. 
He could say with truth: “The foxes have holes, and 
the birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man 
hath not where to lay His head. He went from place 
to place on foot, as a poor itinerant preacher, followed 
by a few uneducated peasants; subsisting on the 
charitable donations of some who ministered to His 
necessities. He exposed himself in the midst of 
enemies, without human protection or defence. He 
saw them laying plots for His life—accusing Him of 
blasphemy and Sabbath-breaking—of sowing sedition 
among the people. He left himself open to their 
scoffs and insults, nay, to blows and scourging. ‘They 
smote Him on the cheek; they spat in His face; 
they put a reed in His hand, as a mock sceptre, 
bowed the knee before Him, and then took it out of 
His hand, and struck Him on the head with it. 
Thus, being found in fashion as a man, He humbled 
himself. 

“And became obedient unto death.’—Death was 
originally inflicted on our race as a commencement of 
the punishment or consequence of sin. ‘The law of 
sin is death ;” and when we sinned, we instantly came 
under the operation of that law. Death is the brand 
of guilt which God hath chosen to fasten upon us, to 
mark us indelibly as criminals. It is the continual 
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testimony which God lifts up against sin, and from 
which He does not exempt even those who are recon- 
ciled to Him. For Jesus to become obedient unto 
death, was to put himself in the condition of a 
criminal—a violator of the holy law of God. Al- 
though not himself a criminal, it was to put on the 
prison dress, and to mingle with the other prisoners. 
What infinite condescension in the Holy One of God, 
to submit to such indignity—to bear such a punish- 
ment; the pains, and agonies, and swoonings,—per- 
haps, in His case, fearful spasms, when His hands 
and His feet were pierced with nails,—and then the 
ghastly look of death—the significant marks of God’s 
hatred of sin! 

“<The death of the cross.’—This is the lowest and 
most degraded condition of humanity, —the suffering 
death as the punishment of a crime, and then an 
accursed death: ‘As it is written, Cursed is every 
one that hangeth on a tree.’ To obtain a full con- 
ception of the humiliation of this condition, we must 
take’ into view the circumstances under which it was 
inflicted. He was apprehended by the officers of 
justice, bound with cords, and dragged before the 
highest and most sacred tribunal of His country. 
He is there charged with a capital crime, the most 
heinous known to the law—the crime of blasphemy, 
and solemnly found guilty. Then, because the punish- 
ment annexed by the law to that crime was not, in 
the estimation of His judges, sufficiently painful or 
degrading, He is dragged to another tribunal, and 
charged by the chief rulers and chief priests with 
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another capital crime, next in heinousness to blas- 
phemy,—namely, the stirring of sedition or rebellion - 
against the government; and an order is obtained for 
His execution. He is then, after being treated with 
every kind of indignity, driven out to a public place 
of execution, stripped of His clothing, nailed to a 
cross, and elevated to the gaze of a savage mob, 
shouting against Him, and deriding Him even in the 
agonies of death. To all this the high and holy One, 
God manifest in the flesh, subjected himself, yielding 
himself to His own rebel creatures;—mad in their 
rebellion, like furious bulls, or ravening wolves, or 
roaring lions. Dogs encompassed Him about. The 
multitude of the wicked enclosed Him, and pierced 
His hands and His feet; nor ceased they from their 
wrath or their violence, till He bowed His head and 
gave up the ghost. 

But the depth of His debasement, and His horror — 
of great darkness, was when He gave up the ghost, 
passing from the visible, and entering the invisible 
world, leaving behind Him the impression which the 
aspect of that invisible state made upon Him, in His 
terrific cry on the cross: “My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” Jesus was not forsaken of 
God; for He kept His hold of God in the midst of His 
agony and distraction of spirit, still calling to Him: 
“* My God, my God!” and again, with a loud voice, 
erying out: “Father, into thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” But it was necessary that He should be 
made to feel that He was forsaken of God in regard 
to His guilty human nature—His soul befouled with 
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sin ; for this was the very death by which He was to 
expiate that sin; and He poured out His soul unto 
death. And, oh! what horror there must have been 
in that feeling. of abandonment! To be rejected, 
repudiated, treated as an enemy by His Father and 
His God—to be separated, cast off from the only 
source of peace, security, comfort, holiness, and joy— 
hurled; like a stone from a sling, into the wastes of 
the universe, from which God has withdrawn His 
light and His protection, as a thing of naught, an 
execrable and execrated thing, the necessary conse- 
quence of His soul being implicated in the guilt of 
all the sins of man, with whom He had identified 
himself ! 

In that state of abandonment there was no ray of 
hope. The countenance of God maintained towards 
Him an inexorable sternness. He was a criminal 
arraigned before God, not only condemned, but exe- 
cuted, and now suffering the pains of spiritual, which, 
but for the inherent power of His Godhead, united, in 
one person, to His suffering manhood, must have 
proved eternal death. For what is spiritual death 
but a sense of abandonment by God? Driven forth, 
with the wicked, to that fearful region of the shadow 
of death, that land of darkness as darkness itself, and 
of the shadow of death, without any order, where the 
light is as darkness, and where all the powers of evil 
rage uncontrolled,— He, by His own inherent holiness, 
which could not be defiled, and by the power of His 
Godhead, which could not be overcome in these 
wastes of the universe, disentangled himself from the 
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sins that cleaved to Him—cast them off, as He did 


His grave-clothes—burst the barrier of His prison-— 


house, as He did His doubly secured and sealed 
sepulchre—and emerged, after His dreadful baptism, 
blanched, purified, as gold purified in the furnace, to 
the light of day—the sunshine of His Father’s counte- 
nance—to find that He was not forsaken of God; but 
that His Father had opened His arms to receive 
Him to His paternal bosom with more tenderness 
than ever. 

Doubtless there are mysteries here which no finite 
intellect can explore. But here are two facts, stand- 
ing in apparent opposition to one another, plainly 
written on the face of Scripture; and which, being 
both true, must necessarily be reconcileable. The one 
is, that the blessed Jesus was not really forsaken of 
His God in His darkest hour: the other is, that He 
felt himself to be forsaken, when He cried, in His 
distraction, (Psalm Ixxxviii. 15,) “ My God, my God, 
why hast thow forsaken me?” Jesus was not for- 
saken; but it was necessary that He should feel 
himself to be forsaken, because that sense of aban- 
donment was the very death that He was to suffer; 
and in His terrific cry on the cross, He seems to open 
to us a glimpse of the horrors of that state of 
spiritual death into which He was entering, and 
which He had anticipated in His agony and bloody 
sweat in Gethsemane, and in His shrinking from the 
eup which His Father was putting into His hand. 
And now, when the door of the prison-house was 
opening, and He was just about to be received into it, 
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He shrieked at the view: “ My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?” Oh! that we could attain 
to some realizing conception of the amazing sacrifice 
of himself to which the Lord of glory yielded; and 
prostrate ourselves before Him, to wonder, and adore, 
and love, and cleave to Him as our Saviour and our 
Lord, with all our heart, and soul, and strength, and 
mind! — 

These, then, were the steps, rather, the fearful 
strides, by which the Son of God—He who was in 
the form of God, and thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God—descended to the very bottom of 
the deep, dark valley of humiliation. And this won- 
derful descent was “seen of angels.” The sight was 
never intended to be confined to men. This we are 
expressly told in many passages of Scripture. Thus, 
Ephes. iii. 10: “That now, unto principalities and 
powers in heavenly places, might be known by the 
Church the manifold wisdom of God.” After the 
recital which we have been considering in detail of 
the descent of Christ to His lowest abasement, (Philip. 
ii.,) the Apostle adds, (ver. 9:) “‘ Wherefore God hath 
highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is 
above every name; that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of beings in heaven, of beings on 
earth, and of beings under the earth; and that every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.’ The Church is to 
exhibit the manifold wisdom of God, not merely to 
men, but to principalities and powers in heavenly 
places. Now, there are circumstances connected with 
Cc 
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the humiliation, and subsequent exaltation, of the 
Redeemer, besides the mere historical facts, that are 
calculated to arrest the attention of the whole moral 
universe, so far as moral creatures may have oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with them. We shall 
briefly advert to some of the most prominent of them. 

But as an introduction to these, let us remember, 
that the Scripture leads us to believe that angels are 
intimately acquainted with the whole history of man, 
—his creation, his fall, and his redemption. Angels 
were present at the creation of the world, (Job xxxviii. 
7:) “The morning stars sang together, and all the 
sons of God shouted for joy.” Angels were employed 
on various occasions in communicating with men, 
especially in the great cardinal points of the history 
of redemption. Angels appeared to Abraham, to 
Hagar, to Jacob. They conducted the grand de- 
monstration of the majesty of God on Mount Sinai. 
Angels appeared to Joshua, to the people of Israel, 
to Gideon, and to Manoah. One, whose name was 
Gabriel, appeared to Daniel; and, long afterwards, to 
Zachariah, the father of John the Baptist; and to 
Mary, the mother of our blessed Lord. An angel 
announced the birth of Jesus, the Christ, to the 
shepherds that were tending their flocks by night; 
—but a multitude of them were present; for when 
one made the annunciation, a multitude of the 
heavenly host appeared, praising God, and saying, 
“Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace, and 
goodwill to men,” An angel attended our Lord in the 
garden of Gethsemane. Angels frequently, by twos, 
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appeared to the disciples in connexion with our 
Lord’s resurrection from the dead. One rolled away 
the stone from the mouth of the sepulchre, terrify- 
ing the guard of Roman soldiers; another delivered 
Peter and John out of prison; another afterwards 
delivered Peter. One appeared to Cornelius, another 
to Paul, to direct and sustain them. Our Lord tells us, 
that the angels of His little ones do always behold the 
face of His Father in heaven. And Paul (Heb. i. 14) 
says, that they are all ministering spirits, sent forth 
to minister to those who are heirs of salvation. An 
innumerable company of angels is represented as 
associated in the worship and service of God, with 
the spirits of just men made perfect; and, in Rev. v. 
and vii., myriads of angels are represented as united 
with the redeemed Church of God in their adoration 
and thanksgiving. And finally, Peter, (1 Pet. i. 12,) 
after speaking generally of the great salvation by Jesus 
Christ, adds: ‘‘ Which things the angels desire to look 
into :” and our blessed Lord informs us, that there is 
joy among the angels over one sinner that repenteth. 
Thus it is evident, beyond all controversy, not only 
that the angels of God are familiarly acquainted with 
the facts, both general and particular, of the history 
of redemption, and are deeply interested in them; but 
that the whole plan of redemption by the crucified 
Son of God was especially intended to be seen by 
angels, and to produce certain effects on them,—which 
we are, by and by, to trace. In the meantime, we 
proceed to notice certain circumstances connected 
with the facts of redemption, which were, and are 


36 JESUS AND HIS WORK 


peculiarly fitted to attract and fix the attention of all 
moral creatures who have opportunity of becoming 
acquainted with them. 


Section I. 


Circumstances fitted to draw the attention of all moral 
creatures to Jesus and His work of Redemption. 


1. The end or purpose of our Lord in laying aside the 
insignia of His high majesty for a season, and descend- 
ing to the low valley of the shadow of death, and then 
rising again to higher glory and majesty than before, 
was of the most exciting nature. It was to seek and to 
save souls that were lost. The angels of God had been 
present at the creation of man in his original purity 
and holiness. ‘They had seen, probably with wonder, 
God, as it were, stand aside and permit an artful 
seducer to obtain the ear of Eve, to pervert her whole 
principles of action, and draw her, and, through her, 
her husband also, and, through them, their whole 
posterity, into that rebellion against God in which he 
was engaged. They had witnessed the dreadful effects 
of that wicked seduction, and had, doubtless, shud- 
dered at the scenes of bloodshed, and idolatry, and 
utter abasement of moral character, which everywhere, 
during the whole of the world’s history, met their eye. 
And now they see the Son of God himself descending 
to the low condition of that debased and wicked race, 
taking upon Him their nature, becoming bone of their 
bone and flesh of their flesh, for the purpose of raising 
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them up from the horrible pit and the miry clay to 
which they had gone down, and restoring them to 
their place in God’s family, to their character, and to 
the favour of God. 

There is, perhaps, no event that takes place in 
civilized society that so much attracts attention as the 
stealing of a child. It comes to the bosom of every 
family. Every father and every mother, every brother 
and sister, realize it as if the lost little one had been 
stolen from the bosom of their own family. Imagin- 
ation follows the child to its unknown condition, and 
pictures it, perhaps, as murdered, or, what is worse, 
cruelly treated—crouching under the power and the 
lash of some brutal tyrant; or, what is worse still, its 
whole mind corrupted and debased, inured to the 
grossest vice, trained to hatred of laws and magis- 
trates, and to contempt for all virtuous society. If a 
child of the royal family of Britain were thus seduced 
and stolen away, the attention and interest not merely 
of the whole kingdom, but of the whole civilized world, 
would be arrested and strained to the uttermost. 

Now, the youngest, the tenderest of the children of 
God had been so seduced, and enticed away from His 
home and His holy family. There was not, indeed, 
that cause of interest and anxiety which is occasioned 
by ignorance of the fate of the lost. But that was 
only because the very worst was known to be realized. 
The imagination, indeed, is not excited to picture 
scenes of horror. But it could picture nothing so 
horrible as the known, visible reality. The whole 
race utterly debased—excited to enmity against God— 
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taught audaciously to trample all law under their feet-— 
to prostrate themselves in worship before stocks and 
stones, nay, before brutes and imaginations of deyils— 
set up to fight with one another—and taught to glory 
in the shedding of each other’s blood—and to debase 
themselves by innumerable crimes of unspeakable 
abomination and atrocity. 

It was to seek and to save this lost, ruined, miser- 
able race, that Jesus descended from His high throne 
in the heavens, and appeared in the world as a man 
among men; and, doubtless, the whole interest of 
heaven is fixed upon Him and His glorious and most 
condescending enterprise; for every sinner that is 
recovered—that returns to the bosom of the family of 
God, bewailing his sins, and seeking deliverance from 
them, and reconciliation to His gracious Father—fills 
all heaven with rejoicing. 

2. The purposes of this great enterprise were not to 
be attained without a terrible conflict—a warfare, and 
a decisive battle—and victory obtained, not over men, 
but over those corrupt principalities and powers that 
once formed a part of the heavenly host. (Col. ii.) 
He spoiled principalities and powers, making a show of 
them openly in His cross. 

But nothing more effectually rivets attention, and 
sustains it longer, than a great battle, by which some 
important revolution was achieved. ‘The battles of 
Joshua, and the taking of Jericho—the siege and taking 
of Babylon by Cyrus—the battles of the Greeks with the 
Persians—of Alexander the Macedonian—the taking 
of Tyre—the battles of Pharsalia, of Philippi, and of 


FITTED TO ATTRACT THE ATTENTION OF ANGELS. 39 


Actium, are as familiar to us now as the battles of 
Marengo or of Waterloo. Nay, a fictitious narrative 
of a warfare and siege, for which there might be some 
foundation in fact about three thousand years ago, 
because it is graphically described with all the em- 
bellishments of poetry, forms, at the present day, (we 
must confess, very preposterously,) a part of the educa- 
tion of all youth who are intended to bear in civilized 
society the character of highly educated persons. 

Now, when the Lord Jesus came to rescue men 
from their bondage—to open the doors of their prison 
house—He had to fight His way to the success of His 
great enterprise. When He appeared in the world, 
everything that diabolical cunning and violence could 
effect was attempted to corrupt or to destroy Him. 
To human view, He narrowly escaped being mur- 
dered immediately after His birth, When He was 
about to commence His public ministry, He was 
assailed by the father of hes and artifice himself, with 
the view of detaching Him from God, and persuading 
Him to assert independence of God. But these tempt- 
ations He repelled by the simplicity of truth, and 
unshakeable confidence in His Father. When Satan 
could not succeed by mere artifice, he resorted—as his 
agents have always done—to violence combined with 
artifice. Snares were laid for Him to entangle Him 
in His words, as a foundation for an assault upon His 
life. When the eventful conflict came to its crisis, it 
was, indeed, as our Lord said, ‘The hour and power 
of darkness.”” A ground of accusation had been ob- 
tained by means of suborned witnesses. Satan led 
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the assault by entering into Judas Iscariot, and 
securing his treachery. His other agents in the onset 
—the priests, scribes, Pharisees, and rulers of the 
Jews, Herod and his men of war, Pilate and his 
Roman soldiers, doubtless under the direction and 
instigation of his angels, or spiritual agencies—per- _ 
formed their several parts with great energy and 
effect, manifesting the very image of him who was a 
slanderer and a murderer from the beginning. To all 
this violence Jesus submitted in silence; but to the 
temptation implied in it, He presented a most calm, 
yet a most decided resistance. He overcame Satan 
by permitting him, without opposition, to do his 
worst—to let forth all his malice and fury against 
Him, without his yielding a hair’s-breadth in His alle- 
giance to God, or uttering a single expression betray 
ing the slightest impatience or want of confidence in 
His wisdom, and goodness, and presence to Him. 
And having thus permitted Satan to expend all his 
cunning and all his power upon Him, without touch- 
ing the perfect integrity of His character, till He was 
laid in the grave, and sealed up there, He came forth 
from the grave in triumph, having spoiled principal- 
ities and powers, making a show of them openly, 
ascended to heaven in His glorified incorruptible body, 
to commence His operations for following up His vic- 
tory, by dispossessing Satan of his usurped dominon, 
and consigning him, his angels, and his human adher- 
ents, to the everlasting fire prepared for them. It was 
the most eventful day, not in the history of the world 
merely, but, as we shall find reason to believe, in the 
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history of the whole moral universe; and cannot but 
be remembered and celebrated throughout eternity 
as the great decisive victory of holiness over sin—of 
the wisdom that is from above, over the wisdom that 
is from beneath—as the victory of the Son of God 
over all the powers of darkness, by which the king- 
dom of God is secured against the extension of the 
present rebellion that rages against Him, and the 
eruption of any new rebellion. 

The memory of this great conflict is further sus- 
tained by the mode in which the salvation of every 
believer is effected. It is by a repetition of the same 
conflict, fought over and over again, in all its reality, 
and all its importance, to the individual engaged in it. 
It is a conflict in which success can be obtained only 
by bringing up to view continually the victory of the 
Lord Jesus. The believer does not contend in his 
own strength; but he avails himself, by faith, of the 
victory that has already been achieved over all the 
power of the enemy, by his Redeemer. Every such 
conflict is a struggle for the precious life—the life not 
of the body, but of the immortal spirit—and is in its 
nature most deeply interesting to those who can ap- 
preciate its importance. Were the believer perfect in 
faith, there would be no struggle. He might march 
over the field in triumph. But the weakness and 
occasional failures of his faith, and, consequently, his 
fears and hair’s-breadth escapes, his entanglements and 
deliverances, his falls and his recoveries, and his final 
triumph, together with the infinite interests that are 
at stake, present a spectacle to the cloud of witnesses 
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by whom he is surrounded and observed, of indescrib- 
able interest. But every such contest revives the 
original contest of our blessed Lord with Satan and 
his host, because every vicissitude in the believer’s 
contest brings up the original contest on which it 
depends. The believer’s fears and failures, and all 
his successes and recoveries, depend on the weakness 
or strength of faith in the Redeemer’s victory, and 
must recal that victory to those who witness them. 
No wonder that the heavenly host should desire to 
look into these things, and should rejoice over every 
sinner that repenteth. 

3. Another circumstance which must necessarily 
draw the attention of all angels to the humiliation and 
victory of the Redeemer, and sustain it for ever, is 
that, as the result and consequence of His victory, He 
was elevated, still as the man Christ Jesus, above all 
the hierarchy of heaven. The Apostle Paul, after 
describing His humiliation, adds: ‘“*‘ Wherefore” —that 
is, on account of which—* God hath given Him a name 
that is above every name; that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of beings in heaven, of beings 
on earth, and of beings under the earth; and every 
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.” And, still more strongly, 
(Ephes. i. 20, 21:) “‘When He raised Him from the 
dead, He set Him at His own right hand in the 
heavenly places, far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that is 
named, not only in this world, but in that which is to 
come.” Besides, the man Christ Jesus—that is, the 
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Eternal Word of God in human nature—is to be the 
Judge at the great day of judgment; and that ex- 
pressly because He is the Son of Man, and will 
pronounce judgment, not only upon men, but upon. 
Satan and his angels, and consign them to the ever- 
lasting fire prepared for them. (Matth. xxv. 31; 
“Rev. xx+'10.) 

Now, this elevation of the man Christ Jesus above 
all angels—all created beings—cannot but draw the 
wondering gaze of all toward Him; and when it 
is further known, that He is thus exalted to the very 
head of the whole moral universe, because He fought 
and conquered—because He spoiled principalities and 
powers, making a show of them openly—it cannot 
but make them look back on that conflict as the 
great crisis, in the history of the universe, by which 
was determined for ever its future peace and order. 


Section II. 
Reasons why this Exhibition was made to Angels. 


We have further to shew that the exhibition made 
to all angels of Jesus and His great work of redemp- 
tion, was not made as a thing merely to gaze and 
wonder at; but that it was a manifestation of God 
made to them for high and infinitely important pur- 
poses,—purposes intimately connected with the main- 
taining the glory of God and their own security. 

It is to be remembered, that Jesus, in His fearful 
conflict with the powers of darkness, or of sin, and 
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His triumphing over them, was God manifest in the 
flesh, (1 Tim. iii. 16.) God is a Spirit, and therefore 
invisible,—not to be discerned by the senses,—dwell- 
ing in light that is inaccessible and full of glory, or, 
what amounts to the same, in thick darkness; for 
light that overpowers the sight becomes darkness. 
But He may manifest His presence and attributes in 
many ways, and has done so, All His works mani- 
fest Him: ‘ Day unto day uttereth speech, night unto 
night showeth knowledge.’ He manifested himself — 
as an angel to Abraham. He manifested himself in a 
flame of fire, in a bush, to Moses. He manifested 
himself at mount Sinai in the whole of that terrific, 
but glorious scene. He manifested himself in the 
cloud of glory that rested on the mercy-seat in the 
most holy place of the tabernacle, and afterwards of 
the temple. So He manifested himself in the person 
of Jesus, not in the mere outward form of the man 
Christ Jesus, but in His human soul, perfect in holi- 
ness, and in the manifestations of its moral character. 
The natural world, with all its teeming inhabitants, 
affords but an imperfect view of the Deity. It ex- 
hibits His almighty power, His infinite beneficence, 
and His continual presence to all His works. But we 
discern there little of His moral attributes,—His holi- 
ness, His justice, His mercy, His faithfulness, and 
truth. But these are His higher attributes; and these 
the Lord Jesus came especially to manifest in His 
whole history, His discourses, His miracles, His 
whole deportment,—His death, and resurrection, and 
ascension to heaven, and His being seated at the right 
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hand of God; and therefore He is said to be, not 
merely the Father’s glory, but the brightness of His 
glory, and the express image of His person. In Jesus 
Christ, therefore, as He stands delineated to us in the 
Gospels, we have the most perfect manifestation of the 
Deity to which we, or, perhaps, any other creatures, 
have access. 

Those attributes of God that are peculiarly mani- 
fested by the Lord Jesus in His work of redemption, 
as distinguished from His works of creation and pro- 
vidence, are chiefly these :— 

1. His love to His children,—that is, to His moral, 
immortal offspring, who bear His image, and are 
capable, by their holiness and willing conformity to 
His law, of attracting towards themselves His parental 
affection ; and who are capable, on the other hand, by 
their debasement and vices, of exciting towards them- 
selves His abhorrence and indignation. ‘The goodness 
of God is indeed manifest in the abundant provision 
that He has made for the happiness of His sensitive 
creatures. It was more manifested to the angels in 
glory and happiness, receiving all their enjoyments 
from His bounty, created capable of the most ecstatic 
delight, and having everything ministered to them to 
fill them, to the full extent of their capacities, with 
happiness. But even they never could have known 
the intensity of the love of God to all His children— 
the tenderness of His compassion—if He had not, in 
J esus, come forth to seek and to save them that were 
lost,—if He had not united himself to a human body 
and soul, that could die for them,—and had not yielded 
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himself up to an excruciating death for their sakes. 
A parent may love his child, and a husband his wife, — 
with the most intense affection; but the child and the 
wife may never know the intensity of his love to 
them, till he has found and embraced some opportun- 
ity of shewing that he was ready to die for them. 

That intensity of love was always in the divine | 
bosom. It did not come into existence when man had 
ruined himself, but was only manifested. He loved the | 
angels who debased themselves by sin, with the same 
love with which He loved man; but, for reasons which 
He has not revealed, and which we might be incap- 
able of understanding,—reasons, doubtless, connected 
with the wellbeing of His universal kingdom,—He 
did not interpose in behalf of those angels that kept 
not their first estate, but left them to the consequences 
of their guilt, reserved under chains of darkness to the 
judgment of the great day. Now, the angels would 
see this, and understand, that, before the fall of Satan 
and his angels, God loved them with the same intensity 
of love with which He loved man; and they would 
be the more overwhelmed with astonishment, that any 
of His children should turn against Him, and trample 
His law under their feet. And, doubtless, for this 
very purpose, was the love of God to man exhibited 
to the angels. 

2. Another of those higher attributes of God which 
Jesus came to manifest, was His justice,—that is, His 
unbending purpose to uphold the law—the great 
standard of moral good and evil—in all its integrity. 
The retributive justice of God had been manifested to 
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angels in the instant expulsion from the presence of 
the Lord of those angels that sinned—in the expulsion 
of Adam and Eve from the presence of God in Eden 
—in the sentence of death which He pronounced 
upon them—and in the sentence of eternal destruction, 
which has already gone forth against all the ungodly, 
whether men or angels. But a new and wonderful 
manifestation of the justice of God was to be given by 
Christ Jesus. He manifested in His cross, that not 
even that love which moved Him to suffer and die for 
lost man, could move Him to let down the standard of 
His law by a hair’s-breadth. Rather let heaven and 
earth, with all their inhabitants, perish, than let one 
jot or tittle of that holy law fall. When, with parental 
affection, He yearned over His lost children, and sought 
to deliver them, He chose rather to take their guilt 
and punishment upon himself, and to suffer all that 
they deserved to suffer, than tamper with the sacred- 
ness and majesty of that holy law, on which the order 
of the whole moral universe depends. 
We can see, and angels can see more clearly than 
' we, in the sufferings of the Redeemer, the justice of 
God. They witnessed it in the groans, and agony, 
and bloody sweat of Gethsemane, and in the cup of 
horrors that was put into His hand. What a thrill 
of mingled astonishment and awe must have passed 
among the angelic witnesses of that terrific scene, 
when Jesus uttered the piercing cry: ‘My God, my 
God, why hast thou forsaken me!” They could then 
clearly read His unspeakable love to His children, on 
the one hand; and the value that He placed on the 
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eternal, unchangeable law, and His immoyeable pur- 
pose to uphold it, on the other. 


3. The holiness of God was exhibited by the Lord | 


Jesus, especially in His cross. We have here to re- 
member the unspeakable love of God, as manifested 
in the sufferings of the Redeemer; and then to re- 
member, that, infinitely great as was His love to His 
children, He could not, and would not, receive them 
into His presence, till they had been purified from 
every speck and stain of sin. When angels sinned 
they were instantly banished from the presence of the 
Lord, and bound in chains of darkness, to be reserved 
to the judgment of the great day. When man sinned, 
he, too, was banished from the presence of the Lord. 
It is true, that, in Jesus, a new and living way has 
been opened to the holiest of all, even during the 
present life, with all the sins and imperfections of the 
most holy of God’s people; but our approach to Him 
is only by faith. We believe that we are invited to 
come before Him with boldness, and that we are 
accepted when we come, because we see it so written 


in His Word. And the stronger and more realizing + 


our faith is, the more secure we feel of our acceptance ; 
and we look forward with the greater confidence to 
our being admitted to see Him as He is. But we do 
not yet so see Him. For while we are at home in 
the body, we are absent from the Lord; whereas, 
when we shall be absent from the body, we shall be 
present with the Lord, and shall see face to face, and 
know even as we are known. Much, therefore, as 
God loves His children, even during the present life, 
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He cannot permit them to appear in His presence till 
they have been thoroughly washed from sin; for no 
savour or taint of sin can be tolerated for a moment 
in that blessed place, where God openly and unre- 
servedly pours forth upon His children the fulness of 
His tender affection, and wipes away all tears from 
their eyes. The King’s daughter must be all glorious 
within as well as without. His redeemed people must 
not only be freed from all charge of guilt, but they 
must be purified from all taint of corruption, before 
they can be received as the bride of the Lamb, to sit 
with Him on His throne. 

4. The wisdom of God is manifested to angels by 
the mission of the Lord Jesus. Indeed, the Apostle 
Paul expressly declares the manifestation of the wis- 
dom of God to angels was at least one main end of 
the redemption of the Church. (Ephes. iii. 10.) “To 
the intent that now, unto the principalities and powers 
in heavenly places, might be known by the Church 
the manifold wisdom of God.” 

The expression “‘ manifold wisdom,” indicates that 
there are various manifestations of the wisdom of God 
in the mission of the Lord Jesus. We can but notice 
a few of the most obvious. 

First. There was an infinite depth of wisdom ex- 


hibited in His dealing with man as a moral creature, 


after his creation, and also after his fall into sin. 

The first thing that would have presented itself to our 

shallow wisdom, would have been, to prevent Adam 

from being tempted, or from sinning. God might 

have excluded Satan from all access to him, or He 
D 
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might have placed the tree of knowledge of good and 

evil out of his reach, or He might have hedged it 
round impenetrably, or have guarded it with terrors. 

Or, when he took of the fruit of that sacramental 

tree, and ate of it, God might have annihilated him, 

or cast him into hell, so as to prevent him from com- 

municating the contagion to his posterity. But such 

measures as these would have been inconsistent with 

man’s being a moral agent. One who has no power 

to sin, can have no virtue in abstaining from it. Nor. 
would such measures have made any advancement in 

the wellbeing or security of God’s kingdom. On the 

contrary, if God had annihilated the guilty pair when 

they sinned, and created others in their room, to 

whom Satan should have no access, it would have 

been an acknowledgment of error in the first creation. 

But God, in the measure that He adopted, did more 

than punish sin; He forced it to become a means of 
good. We have seen that the sin of man gave occa- 

sion for the most wonderful display of the highest 

attributes of the Deity that the universe had ever 

witnessed; and we may find, that, in making that 

display, He was laying a foundation for the future 

security of His moral universe from all such tempta- 

tions as brought on the rebellion of Satan and his 

angels, or such as Satan employs for the inveigling 

of others into rebellion. 

Secondly. Another manifestation of the wisdom of 
od in the redemption of man, is given in His mode 
of dealing with men in respect to it. The end of the 
plan of redemption in regard to man, is to restore him 


WHY EXHIBITED TO ANGELS. aE 


to his original faith in God, and, consequently, love to 
Him; for faith worketh by love. Faith is the bond 
which binds rational and moral minds together. If 
rational and moral creatures have perfect confidence 
in one another, then they possess the foundation for a 
perfect union. Whereas, if any two persons have no 
confidence in each other’s statements, or each other’s _ 
promises or engagements, there can be no rational 
union between them. So it is between the soul and 
God. Satan succeeded, in his temptation of Adam 
and Eve, in destroying their faith in God. He 
induced them to believe that God had deceived them, 
and had done so from the meanest jealousy of their 
capabilities of high attainments. “Ye shall not surely 
die,” he said; “but God doth know, that, in the day 
_ye eat thereof, ye shall be as God, knowing good and 
evil.” When Satan succeeded in inducing them to 
receive this view of the character and acts of the 
Deity, all union between the Deity and them was 
instantly at an end. They, on their part, when He 
came near them, fled and hid themselves; and He 
drove them forth from His presence, as persons in 
whom He had no confidence. But God previously 
adopted measures for restoring them to their confidence 
in Him; not by an act of mere power—like an act of 
annihilation- and new creation—but by a new and 
wonderful manifestation of His love to them, for the 
purpose of winning them back to their confidence in 
Hin, and love to Him. 

Thirdly. Infinite wisdom is manifested in the mode 
which God has adopted for propounding His offer of 
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mercy to men. God did not send forth angels to 
make public proclamation of pardon to those who 
would repent and lay down the weapons of rebellion. 
But Jesus himself, when He was on earth in our 
nature, and could speak with human voice, and weep 
with human eyes over them, began to persuade men 
to be reconciled to God; and, having gained some, He 
employed these to persuade others; and these, then, 
were directed to continue the work of proclaiming the 
mercy of God to their fellowmen, and persuading them 
to return to God. Thus it is, by means of men them- 
selves, formerly in rebellion like the others, but who 
have repented and returned to their allegiance and 
their confidence in God, and who have experienced 
His forgiving mercy and infinite goodness; and who 
can thus speak, from their own experience, of the 
sorrows and terrors of being at enmity with God, and 
of the satisfaction and peace and joy of being reconciled 
to Him and enjoying His favour, that other men 
are persuaded to be reconciled to God. From such 
the appeal comes with infinitely greater power than it 
could come from those who had no part in the re- 
bellion, nor any personal experience of the horror of 
being at enmity with God, and the delight of reposing 
on His forgiveness and tender love. 

Fourthly. 'Yhere is another manifestation of re 
manifold wisdom of God, the contemplation of which 
excites, in the Apostle Paul, the liveliest feelings of 
admiring adoration. It is described in Rom. xi. As it 
was the purpose of God to employ men in ministering 
the Gospel to one another, they were early divided 
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into two parties,—Jews, or Israelites, and Gentiles. 
The Jews consisted of those among whom the know- 
ledge of God and His purposes of mercy were main- 
tained by means of divinely appointed ordinances, 
while the other nations were rapidly sinking into 
ignorance and idolatry. They were constituted a 
separate people, and were, by their institutions, kept 
separate from all nations; and underwent a long pre- 
paration for receiving among them the Son of God, 
when He should come in our nature, and for being 
the first agents who should carry the glad tidings of 
salvation and the offer of mercy to all other people. 
For many ages, all special intercourse between God 
and man was maintained through the medium of that 
people. All our revealed knowledge of God, and of 
His dealings with us, come to us through them. ‘To 
them pertained the adoption, and the glory, and the 
covenants, and the giving of the law, and the service 
of God, and the promises; whose are the fathers, and 
of whom, as concerning the flesh, Christ (the Messiah) 
came, who is over all, God blessed for ever.” But 
these very distinctions, operating upon the corrupt 
nature of man, might become injurious to them, by 
leading them to imagine that there was something in 
themselves or their fathers which commended them to 
the peculiar favour of God, and thus beget in them 
pride and contempt of other men. And, accordingly, 
these were precisely the effects which their peculiar 
privileges produced upon them. But to prevent their 
permanently retaining such feelings, to cure them of 
their pride, and their vain and high imaginations, they 
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themselves have been cast off, and Gentiles selected 
to take their place, and to become the peculiar people — 
of God ; and churches established on Gentile principles, 
—that is, on the rejection of the Jewish initiatory rite 
of circumcision, their priesthood, and all their peculiar 
ordinances of ceremonial worship. The small number 
of those who had retained their allegiance to God, and 
who received the Messiah when He came, were em- 
ployed by Him to call in Gentiles into the Church, 
and there become amalgamated with them. But it 
would appear that the Jews, now in a state of rejec- 
tion from God, will yet be called in by the ministra- 
tion of the Gentiles, restored to the God of their 
fathers, and become disciples of their Messiah, whom 
they have obstinately and perseveringly rejected. Thus 
the two parties will be placed upon a footing of perfect 
equality. The Jews were first selected as the people 
of God, and the Gentiles rejected. The Gentiles 
were called by the ministration of the Jews, and the 
Jewish nation was then rejected. The Jews are yet 
to be called in by the ministrations of the Gentiles; so 
that they will be equally indebted to one another, as 
the instruments of God, and neither will have any 
pretence to boast against the other. Both will have 
been humbled on account of their own sin, and both 
exalted by sovereign grace. When the Apostle Paul 
contemplates this wonderful arrangement, running 
through so many generations, he exclaims: “ Oh! the 
depth of the riches both of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God! how unsearchable are His judgments, 
and His ways past finding out! For who hath known 
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the mind of the Lord? and who hath been His coun- 
sellor? Or who hath given unto Him, and it shall 
be recompensed to him again? For of Him, and 
through Him, and to Him, are all things: to whom 
be glory for ever. Amen.” 

Fifthly. A fifth manifestation of the wisdom of God 
in the ministration of the work of redemption, we offer 
for consideration with some diffidence, as we do not 
remember to have seen it hinted at elsewhere. Has 
it occurred to our readers, that very little direct notice 
is taken of the priesthood of Christ in the Old 
Testament, and still less of His being a sacrifice? 
Explained as the Old Testament has been to us, in 
- the Epistle to the Hebrews, we can see that the priest- 
hood and the sacrifice of Christ pervade the whole 
of it, and occupy a much larger portion of it than 
either His prophetical or kingly office. His priest- 
hood and sacrifice were embodied in the priesthood 
and sacrifices both of the patriarchal and Mosaic dis- 
pensations. But there is scarcely anything from which 
a devout Israelite could infer that the Messiah was to 
be a priest, or that He was to offer himself’ as a sacri- 
fice. There are two passages in which the priesthood 
of the Messiah is mentioned,—namely, Psalm cx. 4: 
“Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Mel- 
chizedek ;”’ and Zech. vi. 13: “ He shall be a priest 
upon His throne.” But it does not appear that the 
Jews ever understood, from these passages, that the 
Messiah was to be a priest, still less could they infer 
that He was to be a sacrifice. And, accordingly, 
while the whole nation expected that the promised 
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Christ was to be a great prophet and a great king, | 
they never seem to have imbibed the idea, that He 
was to be a priest and a sacrifice. Nor do even His 
disciples appear to have understood that He was to 
be a priest, till the Epistle to the Hebrews opened up 
the Scripture on that subject. 

Now, why was this difference made in the intima- 
tion of His priesthood? Was it, that Satan and his 
emissaries, knowing the Scriptures—as we know they 
did—would have been prevented from performing that 
part that was assigned to them in the offering up of 
the sacrifice? It was they who were to be employed 
as the sword, (Psalm xvii. 18,) or sacrificing knife of 
God, that must slay the victim. The earthly agents, 
indeed, did not believe that Jesus was the Messiah ; and 
therefore, their knowing that the Christ was to be a 
sacrifice, would not have prevented them from putting 
Him to death. But Satan and his spiritual emissaries 
did know that He was the Messiah, as appears from 
their sayings on several occasions; and therefore, had 
Satan known that the Messiah was to die a violent 
death, in the character of a priest offering himself as 
a sacrifice for a guilty world, he might have avoided 
the snare that was laid for him, by which he was 
to become, by his violent dealing, the instrument of 
his own utter ruin. His sword was destined to enter 
his own heart; the net that he had laid was to eatch 
himself; and into that very destruction which was to 
come upon him unawares was he to fall. 

Still another question requires a momentary notice 
before we dismiss this part of our subject. Why was 
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such a manifestation of the attributes of the Deity— 
His holiness, His justice, His love, His compassion, 
His faithfulness, and His manifold wisdom—made to 
the principalities and powers in heavenly places? It 
may be answered: To fill them with admiration and 
love, and to elicit from them more rapturous and 
more elevated devotion. And, doubtless, that is a 
good answer; and these are most high and important 
objects. But God’s manner is to make His acts sub- 
servient to many important purposes. Besides, the 
glory and praise of God is always indissolubly con- 
nected with the wellbeing of His creatures. His glory 
is their glory and happiness. And we apprehend that 
such a manifestation of God, made at so much cost, 
was more likely than any of His other acts to be made 
to fulfil many important purposes. We cannot doubt, 
therefore, that this manifestation of God, made expressly 
to the holy angels, was intended, not merely to elevate 
their devotion, and to elicit from them more en- 
thusiastic praises, but also better to secure them from 
the contamination of the sin that already exists, and 
from the eruption among them of any new rebellion 
against the Most High God. We have seen that the 
only conceivable means of effecting that object, con- 
sistently with the moral freedom and the immortality 
of angels, was to present to them some new striking 
manifestation of the tender love and mercy of God, 
combined with His inflexible justice and His im- 
maculate holiness,—a manifestation fitted to fill their 
whole intellectual powers with new and sublime truth, 
and to operate strongly and beneficially on their affec- 
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tions ; and thus to bind them more closely to God than. 
they could have been without such a manifestation of 
himself; and we have seen, that, in the history of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and of the redemption of His 
people, there is just such a manifestation of God as 
was required for effecting that purpose; and that that 
manifestation is made expressly, not merely nor chiefly 
to man, but to the angels of heaven. It appears, 
therefore, to be no far-fetched inference, that one great 
end of the manifestation of the manifold wisdom of | 
God, and of all His other holy attributes, by. the 
Church, to principalities and powers in heavenly 
places, was the future security of the moral universe 
from such a catastrophe as has already taken place, 
in the rebellion and ruin of an innumerable multi- 
tude of the host of heaven, or any further progress of 
defection and alienation from the one, only, all holy, 
all perfect God. 
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CHAPTER IIL 


THE CHURCH, ITS CONNEXION WITH THE WORK OF 
CHRIST, AND ITS DESTINIES. 


THe word Cuurcn is, throughout this Essay, em- 
ployed exclusively to signify the whole of the elect 
redeemed people of God in earth and heaven, through- 
out all ages, and in eternity. 

We have adverted to the condition and necessities 
of angels, as exposed to temptation from within and 
from without, and to the fall of a great multitude of 
them into sin, rendering some more decisive measure 
necessary to prevent the further encroachment of sin 
among them. And we have considered the humilia- 
tion of the Son of God to the condition of man—God 
made manifest in the flesh, His labours, sufferings, 
death, resurrection, and ascension—as just such a 
measure as was fitted to meet the necessities of angels, 
and which, therefore, was specially exhibited to them. 

We have now to turn to the redeemed Church of 
God out of the human race, and to the part which they 
have to sustain in this stupendous movement. 


Srotion I. 
The Union of the Church to God in Christ. 


Every individual redeemed by Jesus from guilt and 
corruption, at once becomes one with Him. 
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1. In the great ends of His mission. Jesus came into. 
the world, and suffered, and died, that He might give 
a brighter manifestation of God than had yet been 
. given; especially that He might display the infinite 
perfection in which the Deity possesses those attributes 
which were but imperfectly seen in His previous works, 
—namely, in love, mercy, tender compassion even for the 
fallen and the guilty, His justice, His holiness, and His 
manifold moral wisdom. Now, Christ’s people are the 
very persons on whom those attributes of God were 
manifested. They are, therefore, one with Him in the 
great object of His work. He that sanctifieth, and they 
that are sanctified, are all of one. When, for example, 
Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, Lazarus instantly 
became one with Jesus in regard to the work which He 
came to accomplish. Thus the Jews, when they came 
to see Jesus who wrought the miracle, came also to 
see Lazarus on whom the miracle was wrought, that 
they might see the work of Christ in him. The Pha- 
risees also now felt that Lazarus was one with Christ, 
—for although Lazarus had done no wrong, even in the 
judgment of their own persecuting code, yet, because 
many believed in Jesus in consequence of his being 
raised from the dead, they regarded his life as equally 
dangerous to them with that of Jesus, and imme- 
diately resolved that he should be put to death as well 
as Jesus. But those whom Jesus has redeemed from 
guilt, and bondage, and pollution, and hell, and raised 
to glory and honour, are as those whom He healed of 
bodily diseases, and raised from the dead, and deli- 
vered from demoniacal possession,—they at once be- 
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come one with Him in the object of His mission. 
These are the lame whom He made to walk, the lepers 
whom He cleansed, the deaf whose ears He opened, the 
blind to whom He gave sight, the dead whom He 
raised. Whatever interest and importance the work of 
Christ.possesses, the very being of His redeemed people 
is of like importance as the fruits and evidences of it. 
2. Christ’s people are united to Him as His child- 
ren, (John i. 12, 13; Heb. iii. 13.) And they are the 
children of God in Him, (1 John iii. 1; Gal. iv. 4, 5.) 
In the /irst place, they are His children Gif we may 
use the expression) legally. Christ came as a second 
Adam to those who should believe on Him, to super- 
sede their connexion with the first Adam, and unite 
them to himself. By their descent from Adam, and 
the mysterious connexion between him and his pos- 
terity, they inherited guilt, condemnation, corruption, 
bondage, under the influence and power of Satan. Jesus 
came to deliver them from the condition of ruin and 
degradation ; and when they believe on Him, a new, 
deeper, more close and intimate union is formed be- 
tween Christ and their souls than that which existed 
between them and Adam, which therefore cuts off their 
connexion with Adam, and unites them to himself. 
The change may be compared to that of a superior 
chemical affinity among material substances. They 
were, through Adam’s sin, brought into connexion 
with the spirit of Satan. Their union with God was 
dissolved. The spirit of Satan entered into every part 
of their mental organization, and corrupted it. Their 
understanding was darkened and bewildered; their 
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affections misdirected and debased; their whole soul 

one mass of moral putridity. When Jesus Christ was 
presented to them, and they closed with His offer of 
salvation, and gave themselves up to Him, their union 

with sin and Satan was loosened and gave way, and 

they were drawn to Jesus Christ, to enter into a new 

and closer union with Him. His Spirit thus pervades 

their spirit, and fills their whole soul. Their under- 

standing becomes light in the Lord, their affections are 

drawn upwards to Him, and filled with holy love. 

Christ is in them, and they are in Christ. They are 

thus no longer regarded as the children of fallen Adam, 

but as the children of the holy Jesus, and of God in 

Him. 

As children, they are partakers of His inward nature, 
even as children partake of the nature of their parents. 
The same Spirit that formed the holy nature of Christ 
dwells in them, (Rom. viii. 9-14, 16; Gal. iv. 6.) 
Nay, they will partake especially of the holiness of 
His nature, (Heb. xii. 10; 1 Peter i. 14-16.) 

As children, they are formed after His image. They 
breathe His free spirit towards God. They exhibit 
His temper and affections. They are holy, harmless, 
undefiled, as He was. They are devout, zealous for 
God; their meat and drink are to do His will. It is 
true that, while they are here on the earth, this trans- 
formation into His image is only in progress, but God 
will not leave them till He has perfected it. An image 
formed by God himself, must be a perfect image. 
Every lineament, every trait, to the minutest touches, 
the most delicate tints of colouring, will be reproduced 
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with perfect accuracy, (1 John iii. 1.) Their very body 
will be fashioned like to Christ’s glorious body, (Phil. 
iii. 21.) Christ will live over and over again in His 
redeemed people. ‘They who see them, in effect, see 
Christ in them; so that the multiplication of believers 
and their dispersion among angels, or other orders of 
moral creatures, will be like the diffusion of Christ 
himself among them. 

As children, Christ’s redeemed people are heirs of 
God, joint heirs with Him, (Rom. viii. 17; Gal. iv. 7.) 

Now, what is that inheritance of Christ in which 
His people are joint heirs with Him? The inheritance 
of Christ was, in the first place, the joy of manifesting 
the glorious attributes of God, so as to exalt Him 
in the love and admiration of His creatures, and thus 
to provide for the security of His kingdom against the 
encroachments of sin. And His people share in this 
His joy. The glory of God is manifested by Christ 
through them. They are the fruit of His great enter- 
prise, living proofs and specimens of the efficacy of 
His cross, and trophies of His victory. They testify 
of Christ, and follow up His victory, by ascribing to 
Him all their salvation. Again, the inheritance of 
Christ consisted in the joy of recovering innumerable 
immortal spirits from sufferings unspeakable. He 
looks upon His people, remembers the dangers, and 
debasement, and wretchedness from which He rescued 
them ; the horror beyond conception that awaited them, 
but now recovered and safe, now purified and elevated. 
And He rejoices over them as children that were dead 
and are alive again, that were lost and are found. 
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And how fully must they partake of this inheritance 
of joy! They are the very children that were dead 
and are alive again, were lost and are found—restored 
to their Father’s peaceful, happy home—to His bosom, 
and to the joys of His holy and beloved family. But 
the most precious part of the inheritance of Christ is 
the love of the Father—that love wherewith He loved 
Him before the foundation of the world, increased in- 
finitely by His mediatorial obedience. ' Now, in this 
also, incomprehensible as it is, His people participate, 
(John xvii. 23, 26.) God’s love to them is His love 
to Christ extended to them, because they are His, and 
bear His image and love Him, (John xvi. 21.) Jesus 
is the beloved Son of the Father ; and His people, too, 
are His beloved sons, for His sake, and because He 
sees them in their union to Him. . 

3. Christ’s people are united to Him as the very 
members of His body, or part of himself, (Rom. xii. 
4, 5; 1 Cor. xii. 27; Eph. v. 30; Col. ii. 19.) Doubt- 
less these are figurative expressions; but, taken along 
with other passages, they indicate an intimacy of re- 
lationship that cannot be expressed more fitly than by 
the relationship between the head and members of the 
body. His Spirit pervades them as the living soul, and 
from the indwelling of His Spirit they derive their 
spiritual growth. They are at His disposal as the 
members of His body. His will is their will. He 
suffers in them, and they in Him. 

Thus there is a perfect union between Christ and 
His redeemed people. ‘They are nearer to God than 
angels, or any other creatures can be, in consequence 
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of their perfect union to His only-begotten, His well- 
beloved Son. They are children in a higher and more 
endearing sense than angels can be. ‘Their spiritual 
life is derived and sustained immediately from His per- 
son and work. JHe is their Father in the closest con- 
ceivable sense. ‘They live because Christ lives in 
them. Their history is the counterpart of His history. 
They have been brought up from a low condition, 
from condemnation and death. They have been as- 
sailed by the same enemy, and have undergone the 
same conflict, and achieved, through Him, the same 
victory. They bear on them the marks of Christ. 
Their sufferings are the filling up of what was want- 
ing in His, (Col. i. 24,) for He still suffers in them. 
They are, therefore, the objects of His most tender and 
perfect love. 


Section II. 


The present state of the Church a preparation and training 
for us future station and occupations. 


We have, in the preceding section, considered the close 
and intimate union into which the redeemed of Christ 
are brought on their believing on Him and cleaving to 
Him as their Saviour and their Lord. But their union 
to Christ, their high rank as members of the royal 
family of the universe, is not manifest in this world of 
darkness and sin. On the contrary, they are usually 
despised, and often persecuted to death as evildoers. 


The world knew not Christ himself when He lived in it, 
E 
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and so it knows them not, (1 John iii. 1.) Neverthe- 
less, they are the children of God; and the angels of 
God—His holy servants—are sent forth to minister to 
them, (Heb. i. 14.) They are waited upon, as becomes 
royal children, by the servants of their Father, the 
Great King. But why are they detained here in 
absence from Christ, exposed to great temptations, and 
afflictions, and dangers? It is because they are here 
receiving that education and training which is to fit 
them for their future station and occupations. It will 
be interesting, therefore, to consider the nature of that 
education which they are at present receiving, that 
we may better understand what God would have us 
even now to see, and also that we may obtain some 
insight into the nature of the services to which we 
shall be called hereafter. 

The education or training to which Christ’s people 
are subjected, seems to bear chiefly on two objects, — 
first, The testing and strengthening of their faith ; 
and, secondly, ‘Their advancement in moral wisdom, 
both contemplative and practical. Let us endeavour 
to understand the nature of this training in both of 
these departments. 


1. The trial and strengthening of Faith. 


Faith is the bond of union between rational and 
moral beings, at least without mutual faith or confi- 
dence there can be no union between such beings. If 
any two persons can place no confidence in one 
another, if they cannot believe each other’s assertions, 
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nor trust to one another’s promises, there can be no 
union nor friendly intercourse between them ; whereas 
the most entire and implicit reliance on each other’s 
truthfulness and integrity lays the foundation “of 
union between them, is itself an important part of 
that union, and leads onward to the completion of 
the union in mutual esteem and love. “ Faith works 
by love ;” so it must be between God and the soul of 
man formed in His image. If God cannot trust to our 
professions and promises, or, what amounts to the 
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same thing, if we make no professions of love and sub- 
jection to Him, nor promises of obedience, and if we 
cannot believe God’s Word, nor trust to His promises, 
there can be no union between God and us. But if 
there were perfect mutual confidence between God 
and us, there would be the foundation for perfect union ; 
and that perfect confidence would lead onward to the 
perfecting of the union of His tender love to us, in 
our supreme love to Him. Some have spoken as if 
there would be no faith in heaven, because there we 
are to live by sight, and not by faith. Now, it is true 
that, being no longer absent, but present with the 
Lord, we shall not live by faith in His presence, but 
shall see face to face, and know as we are known. 
It is true, that His promises having all been fulfilled, 
we shall no longer live in faith of these promises, but 
in the enjoyment of them. But it does not follow that 
God may not issue further promises and declarations, 
and even threatenings, and that we may not receive 
them with perfect confidence in His truth and faith- 
fulness. On the contrary, the fulfilment of all those 
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promises which He made to us of His own beneficence 
and love, of which we were utterly undeserving, will 
infinitely strengthen our faith in His truth, and faith 
fulness, and tender affection. 

The original separation of our souls from God was 
effected by the destruction of our faith in Him. We 
can see from the nature of the temptation with which 
Satan plied our first parents, that his aim was first to 
shake, and then utterly to destroy their confidence in 
God. He insinuated, or rather broadly asserted, that 
God had said to them what was not true; and, as a 
reason for the alleged falsehood, he told them that 
God was jealous or afraid of their becoming too great, 
even like himself, knowing good and evil. Now, it is 
obvious, that if any soul of man received such a repre- 
sentation of God, union between God and that man’s 
soul was impossible; and if such union previously ex- 
isted, it was then utterly broken and dissolved. This 
Satan effected by his temptation, and persuaded the 
besotted pair to transfer their faith to him; and since 
that fatal day, he has been the counsellor and leader 
of men. For the spirit that worketh in the children 
of disobedience is the spirit of the prince of the power 
of the air,—that is, the devil, (Eph. ii. 2.) 

Now, the purpose of Christ’s mission was to heal 
that breach, and to bring back men to a full entire 
reliance on the truth and faithfulness of God, and of 
His love to them, that so a new foundation might be 
laid for their perfect union to Him. That being estab- 
lished, they will be prepared for an eternity of reliance 
on Jehovah, never again to be shaken,—an eternity of 
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supreme love to Him, a cheerful rejoicing submission 
to His will, and obedience of His commands. Hence 
the inconceivable importance of the thorough estab- 
lishment of our faith, and the reason of those means 
which God has adopted for the exercising, and testing, 
and strengthening of our faith. 

We now proceed to consider some of these means. 

1. The Church has, from the beginning, had its 
faith exercised upon promises. The whole religion of 
the Bible, objectively considered, may be described as 
a dispensation of promises; and subjectively, as faith in 
God for the fulfilment of the promises. The first an- 
nunciation of the gracious interposition of God to coun- 
teract and destroy the work of the devil, was a pro- 
‘mise that the seed of the woman would bruise the head 
of the serpent; and the varied dispensations of religion 
were but the development of that promise, which has 
not yet received its final accomplishment. The pro- 
mise looked forward to the second coming of the Son 
of God, when, after His sacrifice unto death, His re- 
surrection and ascension to heaven, He would come, in 
power and great glory, and cast out Satan into the 
everlasting fire prepared for him and his angels. 

But, in the meanwhile, much has been done to 
train the Church to faith in the fulfilment of that pro- 
mise. Promises were made from time to time, and 
fulfilled at distant periods, or sometimes partially ful- 
filled, as foretastes and tokens of their perfect fulfil- 
ment in the fulfilment of the original promise. Such 
promises were made to Abraham, and repeated to his 
descendants, of a numerous posterity, of the land of 
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Canaan as their inheritance, and of a king that should 
come among them, who should rule from the river to 
the ends of the earth. These promises were partially 
fulfilled when the descendants of Abraham, through 
Jacob, multiplied into a nation; and when, under 
Joshua, they obtained possession of the land of Can- 
aan. They obtained a complete Uteral fulfilment 
when Solomon reigned in peace and prosperity over 
all the district of country lying between the river 
Kuphrates and the Mediterranean sea. But scarcely 
had that kingdom’ reached its height, when it began 
to decay, and prophets were raised up to predict its 
extinction, and to point to a kingdom of a higher order 
than the first kingdom,—a kingdom in which the 
people should be all righteous, in which God would 
put a new spirit into them, so that they should keep 
His statutes, and observe His ordinances, and do them, 
and would write His law in their hearts, and put it 
into their inward parts, and be their God, and make 
them His people. These promises exercised the faith 
of the Church till the coming of the Lord Jesus. Even 
when He came, the people of God were expecting the 
rise of a glorious kingdom upon the earth, somewhat. 
after the manner of Solomon’s kingdom, but incom- 
parably greater and more splendid. Jesus, when He 
came, kept alive their faith in the rise of a kingdom ; 
but, after His death, and resurrection from the dead, 
and ascension to heaven, they were explicitly informed 
that they were to look for no kingdom upon the earth ; 
but that, as Jesus had died and risen again, so they 
must die and rise again before they could enter on the 
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enjoyment of the kingdom; and that then the original 
promise should be fulfilled in the seed of the woman 
then crushing the head of the serpent. This promise, 
therefore, is that which now exercises the faith of the 
Church ; and amidst all the sufferings, the pains, the 
bereavements, the temptations, the persecutions of the 
present life, the people of God are directed to the ful- 
filment of the promise after they shall have attained 
to the resurrection of the dead. And to strengthen 
their faith in that promise, they are directed to look 
back to the manifestations of the faithfulness of God 
in the fulfilment of former promises, especially in the 
advent, the life and miracles, the death and resurrec- 
tion, and ascension of the Lord Jesus. 

But while we are thus looking forward to the ful- 
filment of the great promise of Christ’s second coming, 
- and the glorious resurrection of the dead, promises are 
given connected with our everyday life, for the pur- 
pose of exercising, and aiding, and strengthening our 
faith. We have, for example, promises, that if we 
seek the kingdom of God and His righteousness, all 
things necessary—such as food to eat, and raiment to 
put on—shall be added to them. We have the promise, 
that all things shall work together for good to them 
that love God, and are the called according to His 
purpose—that God will not permit us to be tempted 
above what we are able to bear; but will, with the 
temptation, find a way of escape, that we may be able 
to bear it—that He will never leave us nor forsake 
us—that He will walk with us through the valley of 
the shadow of death, and support us by His rod and 
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His statf—that when we shall be absent from the 
body we shall be present with the Lord. Our faith: 
in these subordinate promises is often severely tried 
by sickness, bodily pain, poverty, bereavements, strong 
temptations, hidings of God’s countenance; and in the 
midst of all these, we are to learn to trust in God, to 
trust and not be afraid. 

2. Another general measure by which God tries 
and trains our faith is, that He withholds from us any 
manifestation of himself, or of things above, where 
Jesus sitteth at the right hand of God, approaching to 
the nature of sight or vision. ‘The impression and in- 
fluence of His presence, and of the reality of spiritual 
invisible things, must be attained by faith in His 
Word. We naturally long for some manifestation of 
Christ, or of spiritual things, that we could almost see 
and feel. And God sometimes gives to His people 
almost a sight or view of heaven; but that is usually 
to enable them to bear extraordinary sufferings, to 
overcome extraordinary temptations, or to perform 
extraordinary services. In ordinary cases, such vivid 
manifestations of God and of spiritual things is with- 
held, that we may derive our strength, and safety, and 
comfort simply by believing. Judas said: ‘‘ Lord, shew 
us the Father and it sufficeth us.” Jesus referred him 
to His being a manifestation of the Father. Thomas 
said: ‘* Unless I shall see the print of the nails in His 
hands and His feet, and put my fingers into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will 
not believe.” Jesus gratified his desire, but rebuked 
him, and told him that he had forfeited the highest 
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blessing by his unbelief. “Because,” said He, “thou 
hast seen thou hast believed. Blessed are they that 
have not seen, and yet have believed.” 

These are the great constant exercises and trials of 
faith, and perfectly correspond to the apostle’s defin- 
ition of faith, (Heb. xi. 1,) that it is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. It 
is exercised on things hoped for,—that is, on the pro- 
mises of God in Christ, and gives a present being or 
substance in the mind to things not yet in existence; 
and it is the evidence—the proof or conviction—of the 
reality of the invisible things revealed in Scripture. 
We have to learn to live upon the future by faith in 
the promises, and to trust an invisible God—to fear, 
and honour, and serve Him even as we love Him—to 
love the Lord Jesus Christ although we have not seen 
Him—and to rejoice in Him with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory, receiving the end of our faith, the salva- 
tion of our souls, by faith in His declarations. But 
when our time of training shall be completed, we 
shall see as we are seen, and know even as also we are 
known. 

Besides these great, fundamental, universal exercises 
and trials of faith, there are many others which work 
along with these, and render them more effective. A 
few of the principal of these we shali notice. 

8. God’s treating His redeemed people and His 
enemies perfectly alike in regard to outward visible 
things, is often a sore trial of faith. In regard to 
health and sickness, prosperity and adversity, long and 
short life, temporal losses and bereavements, there is 
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no distinction made between them. There is, indeed. 
a mighty difference between His believing people and 
His enemies in His sight; yet that is to be learned 
and received by faith, not by sight. This is some- 
times a sore trial of faith, The Psalmist (in 
Psalm Lxxiii.) tells us it had almost overpowered him. 
Some have supposed, as the Psalmist seems to have 
done, that the enemies of God enjoy more prosper- 
ity than His obedient people. But any such distine- 
tion—even the uniform marking of God’s people by 
afflictions or calamities—would tend to counteract the 
purpose of God in requiring men to live by faith and not 
by sight. It is the perfect sameness of the treatment 
of the evil and the good, in regard to outward things, 
except so far as vice tends to misery, and virtue to 
happiness, that renders this trial of faith effectual. 

4. The uniform inexorable execution of the sen- 
tence of death, together with the diseases by means of 
which the sentence is usually executed, is a constant 
and most effective trial of faith. We would fain be 
exempted from that sentence when we believe in the 
Lord Jesus, at least if not from death, yet from the 
agonies accompanying it. But it would be to deprive 
us of a most valuable part of our training for eternity, 
if any other relief were given than that which is to be 
obtained by faith. Many of God’s holy people have been 
sorely tried by the execution of the sentence—by long- 
continued pains of body—by agonizing bereavements ; 
and they are sometimes prone to regard such treat- 
ment, on the part of a merciful God who loves them, 
as mysterious and unaccountable. But it is the trial 
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of their faith, which is much more precious to them 
than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried by fire, 
that it may be found to praise, and, honour, and glory, 
at the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

5. When such agonies, and distresses, and bereave- 
ments, and death itself, in its most terrible forms, are 
inflicted by the enemies of God upon His people, and 
that, too, because they are His people, the trial of 
faith becomes still more searching and overwhelming. 
When Christ’s people are few, His enemies many, 
His cause despised, the world triumphing and assail- 
ing them with cruel mockings and threats, faith is apt 
to sink amidst darkness and discouragement. This 
trial was too great for the apostles in the imperfect 
state of their faith previous to the day of Pentecost. 
They all forsook their blessed Master and fled’; and 
Peter, who truly loved Him, and was zealous for Him, 
and, we doubt not, was ready to fight for Him even 
to death, was laid so utterly prostrate by it, as to 
deny Him with oaths and imprecations. But when 
God’s people cleave to Him in such adverse times, 
He imparts strength to them to bear these mockings 
and sufferings, and ‘finally to triumph over them; and 
thus they enjoy the full benefit of them in the confir- 
mation of their faith. 

6. Believers being left exposed to temptation, and 
required to fight against sin, forms another important 
trial of faith. When we are so tried, we may some- 
times wonder why God, who hates sin infinitely more 
than we do, should not deliver us from such a conflict 
when we cry to Him for deliverance. We shall see other 


76 TRIALS AND STRENGTHENING OF FAITH. 


important reasons as we proceed, for rather helping 
us to fight against sin, than exempting us from being 
tempted to sin. At present we observe, that our being 
required to contend with temptation, is one important 
trial, and test, and strengthening of our faith. We are 
required to cleave to God in Christ in the face of the 
maxims and example of an infidel world, against the 
treachery of our own hearts, our remaining darkness, 
unbelief, and enmity to God, our besetting sins, our 
domineering habits, and the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. ‘These are sometimes sore trials. They engage 
us in a contest for the precious life, a struggle on the 
issue of which all is at stake. They constrained the 
Apostle Paul to ery out in the anguish of his spirit, 
‘Oh! wretched man that I am, who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death?” But his faith triumphed, 
and he was enabled to answer his own desponding 
ery with, “I thank God through Jesus Christ my 
Lord.” And God, by not exempting us from tempta- 
tion, but giving us grace and strength to contend with 
it, and to triumph over it, graciously provides for us 
another and most effective trial and confirmation of 
our faith. 

7. Serving God amidst difficulties and discourage- 
ments, is another trial of faith which He has appointed 
for us. He entrusts His people with the duty of 
making known to their fellowmen His gracious pur- 
poses of mercy, and invitations to return, and to be re- 
conciled to Him as Heistothem. And in this duty all 
God’s people are called to engage according to their 
several gifts and opportunities ; and the more zealously 
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and self-devotedly they engage in the duty, the richer 
the reward they will reap in the trial and confirmation 
of their faith. God’s servants, conscious that they can 
do nothing of themselves towards persuading men to re- 
turn to God—fully aware that none will come to Christ 
unless God the Father draw them, yet go forth to warn 
and invite them, trusting in the promise of the presence 
and blessing of Christ. But often He permits them 
to labour long, apparently in vain. What a trial of 
faith it must have been to some missionaries who have 
left all the enjoyments of home and cultivated life to 
labour among tribes of dark and ferocious savages, to 
continue their warnings and invitations for ten, twelve, 
fifteen, eighteen years, without seeing a single indivi- 
dual disposed seriously to listen to their call! And 
when, afterwards, God has been pleased to shine forth 
upon them, and, by the power of His Spirit, to break 
in effectually on the darkness of the poor enslaved 
people among whom they are labouring, to break 
down their prejudices, and their carnality, and make 
a people willing in the day of His power, what a 
glorious testing and confirmation of their faith, in- 
finitely more effectual than if they had attained to 
more splendid success at the commencement of their 
labours ! 

8. But perhaps the most severe of all trials of faith, 
are the hidings of God’s countenance, and a sense of 
‘darkness and of desertion by God. When a Christian 
has no light, no comfort, when he thinks of God and 
is troubled, and seems to be cast out into darkness 
and the depths, and forgotten as one long dead, and 
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all God’s waves and billows passing over him, yet, re-_ 
lying on the written promises, as yea and amen in 
Christ Jesus to all who believe, continues to cleave 
to God, to ery to Him as his God, the God of his 
salvation, what an awful trial of faith! And when at 
length God dissipates the darkness, and shines in on 
the soul with a sense of pardoning mercy and love, 
what a confirmation of faith, what a security that no- 
thing that can befal that soul, no enemy that can assail 
it, even to all eternity, not angels, nor principal- 
ities, nor powers, shall ever be able to shake its con- 
fidence in the love and faithfulness of God in Christ 
Jesus | 

It may have occurred to some, that all God’s people 
are not exercised by these trials,—that many, as, for 
example, those that die in infancy, are exempted from 
them; and that therefore they cannot. be necessary to 
all. On this we remark,— 

1. That doubtless the trials of faith to which we 
are subjected, have reference to the station which we 
are ultimately to occupy. Some may require one de- 
scription of experience, and others of another. ‘There 
may be places of security for those that were removed 
in infancy, where they would have no need of the ex- 
perience of trials and temptations. And there may be 
stations that require the occupation of veteran soldiers, 
who have been inured to the assaults of Satan, and 
have withstood him even to blood. We believe that 
no trial will be lost to us when we shall arrive at our 
ultimate destination; but that we shall find that we 
have been subjected precisely to that training that was 
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necessary to qualify us for the station to which we 
were destined. And we remark on this point,— 

2. That if the members of the Church were more 
closely united in reciprocal interest and affection, trials 
of faith would be more common to all than in its pre- 
sent loose distracted state they are. Ifwwe felt as mem- 
bers of one body, so that when one member suffers all 
‘the members suffer with it—if we could weep with 
them that weep, and rejoice with those who rejoice— 
if we could remember those that are bound, as bound 
with them—if we could say, with the Apostle, Who is 
weak, and I am not weak, who is offended, and I burn 
not ?—then, to a much greater extent, at least, the trials 
and sufferings of one would be the trials and sufferings 
of all. 

In all these trials of faith the believer is but par- 
taking of the sufferings, and trials, and triumphs of 
his great Lord and Master. Jesus, the man Christ 
Jesus, as the creature of God, lived by faith, con- 
stantly expressed by prayer, and by drawing strength 
and direction from the holy Scriptures; and He feared, 
and loved, and obeyed an unseen God. He, too, was 
poor and despised, while His enemies and the enemies 
of God were the great and powerful of the earth. He 
was subject to infirmity, to weariness, to exhaustion, 
and to death. He was furiously persecuted, falsely 
accused, condemned, and crucified, His nature, in- 
deed, had no bias towards sin. No tendency to en- 
mity against God could be found in His holy bosom ; 
so that when the prince of the world. came he found 
nothing in Him. Yet, doubtless, He was assailed a 
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no one else ever was by the fiery darts of the wicked 
one, by dark and dreadful insinuations that filled His 
soul with horror. During the whole of the forty daysthat 
He was without food in the wilderness, He was plied 
with such temptations as the enemy could bring to 
bear upon Him; and when, after the three recorded 
temptations, Satan departed from Him, it was only for 
a season. Soon he returned to assail Him with the 
treachery and violence of deadly enemies whom he 
stirred up against Him, and overshading His spirit 
with darkness. His prayer in the garden of Gethse- 
mane, that if it were possible the cup might pass from 
Him ; His agony and sweat of blood; above all, His 
cry on the cross, “ My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” all indicate the power of that trial to 
which He was subjected. Still more, He preached to 
a careless and gainsaying people, multitudes of whom 
followed Him,—not to be taught by Him, not even to 
see His miracles; but to obtain a share of the food 
which they found He was able to provide. And at 
the close of His life and ministry, He saw but few 
cleaving to Him, and these few weak and easily dis- 
couraged. ‘Those with whom He had associated seve- 
ral years, had all forsaken Him in the hour of His dis- 
tress, and fled; while one sold Him for a few pieces 
of silver, He heard another deny, with cursing and 
swearing, that he had ever known Him. 

Believers, then, in all their trials, are but partici- 
pating in the trials of their Lord. He triumphed 
over them in His own strength. He stood alone in 
the mortal struggle. They triumph over their trials 
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in His strength, so that their triumphs are but the 
repetition and multiplication of His triumphs. By 
His triumph, the salvation of the whole Church was 
achieved ; by every one of their triumphs, through 
Him, the salvation of an immortal spirit is at- 
tained. 

But the point that bears most directly on our pre- 
sent object, is the preparation which these trials form 
for an eternal cleaving to God in all conceivable cir- 
cumstances. If believers have been enabled to tri- 
umph over temptation in the midst of their present 
weakness, and the remaining treachery of their hearts, 
and in the midst of a rebel world exulting and shout- 
ing against Christ and His people, what can ever 
shake their faith—their entire reliance on the love 
and presence of their God and King, when their souls 
shall be delivered from every vestige of corruption, 
and be filled with holy hight and holy love, and they 
shall not see through a glass darkly, but face to face 
—shall see as they are seen, and know even as they 
are known? Nothing that ever can arise in all eter- 
nity will be able to separate them from the love of 
God in Christ Jesus. 


2. A second object of the training and discipline to which 
God subjects His people during the present life, is to 
Surmsh them with great knowledge and experience, and 
practical wisdom of the most important kinds. 


1. Much of this training tends to make them ac- 
quainted with the ways of God in His dealings with 
EF 
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men, especially with sinful men. It is true that 

much of this is revealed in Scripture, and copious - 
examples are given of the ways of God to men. But 

the revelation of Scripture is rendered, beyond alk 

computation, more vivid and efficacious by the leading 

features of it being repeated in the experiences of 
every individual believer. On the one hand, the 

warnings, the rebukes, the chastizements, the encour- 

agements, the elevations and depressions, the deliver- 

ances and the deaths of the saints recorded in the 

Bible, cast light on all the similar dealings of God 

with us; while, on the other hand, God’s dealings 

with us enable us more fully to enter into the nature 

of God’s dealings with His ancient saints, as recorded 

in Scripture, and to derive more profit from the per- 

usal of them. 

Now, the knowledge of the ways of God with men 
is the most important knowledge attainable by God’s 
creatures. It affords us more insight into the nature 
of the moral attributes of God, than any manifestation 
that He gives of himself in the external visible world ; 
and the knowledge of the moral attributes of the 
Deity is the highest of all knowledge of Him; for 
these are the very brightness of His glory. 

2. Another part of the training and education to 
which the people of God are subjected here, is mani- 
festly intended to impart to them knowledge of the 
nature and power of sin, of the treachery of their own 
hearts, and of the operation of the Spirit of God in 
delivering them from sin. It may have seemed to 
many asa mystery in the ways of God with His people, 
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that He should leave them so long, not indeed under 
the dominidn of sin, yet engaged in conflict with sin ; 
in which they receive many wounds and many danger- 
ous falls. Does not God hate sin as much, nay, infin- 
itely more than the most spiritual of His people do? 
Does He not encourage them to pray for deliver- 
ance from it, nay, even from temptation to sin? Did 
not Jesus come into the world to save us from our 
sins? Did He not give himself for us, that He might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and purify us unto him- 
- self a peculiar people, zealous of good works? Why, 
then, is it, that after they are converted, and do most 
earnestly desire to be delivered from sin, and to be 
made holy as God is holy, that He does not immedi- 
ately grant their desire, and free them at once from 
all outward temptation, and from all the solicitations 
of sin within? ‘The only satisfactory answer to these 
questions is, that if God were so to deal with His 
people, they would enter into His presence with a very 
inadequate conception of the awful nature of sin, and 
of the wonderful deliverance that has been wrought 
for them. They learned little or nothing of the 
nature and power of sin in their unconverted state. 
They had pleasure in it, and they imagined it to be 
entirely in their own power, so that they could abandon 
it at any moment. They were swimming with the 
stream, and therefore proceeding easily and comfort- 
ably, unconscious that it was sweeping them along to 
eternal perdition. When they are converted, they are 
turned round, and have to make their way against the 
stream; and then they feel the power, and become aware 
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of the danger of it, and of their own inability to stem it, 
and of the absolute certainty of their utter destruction 
if left to themselves. Then they are constrained to 
cry to God, and to strive with all their might against 
sin, to plead His promises to aid them, and to cast 
themselves on His compassion. And thus, too, they 
experience the power of the Holy Ghost in allaying 
their temptations, and giving them the victory over 
sin. 

When Jeremiah was put down into the miry pit in 
the dungeon of Malchiah the son of Hammelech, had 
he been immediately lifted out of it, without experienc- 
ing the filth and entanglement of the mire, he would 
have had but an imperfect conception of the danger 
and misery of his condition, But when he was left 
for a time in the pit, and was sinking deeper and 
deeper in the mire, and felt the impossibility of extri- 
cating himself, and saw nothing before him but the 
prospect of being suffocated in the stench and filthiness 
of that horrible place, or of dying of hunger; and 
when Ebed-melech came and with his thirty men drew 
him by main force out of the mire, he would receive 
a deep impression of the entanglement, the filthiness 
of the pit, the fearful death that awaited him, and the 
force that was necessary to rescue him from it. So, if 
God, as soon as we find ourselves in depths, sinking 
in the mire of sin, and cry to Him for deliverance, 
were to raise us up out of the horrible pit and the 
miry clay, and to set our feet on a rock, we should 
have but an imperfect conception of the defiling, en- 
tangling, overpowering nature of sin,—of the utter de- 
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struction with which it threatened us, or of the power 
that was necessary to extricate us from it. God, there- 
fore, makes His people feel what sin is—how filthy, 
how deadly, how entangling and ensnaring, by re- 
quiring them to put forth their strength in striving 
for deliverance from it; and gives them to know 
His almighty grace in lifting them out of it, setting 
their*feet on a rock, and putting a new song into 
their mouths, even praise to our God. 

3. A third species of experience that we are here 
accumulating, is a knowledge of others—of human 
nature, which is equivalent to moral nature, in its fallen 
and renewed state. It is, doubtless, for this, as well as 
for the trial and strengthening of our faith, that we are 
constrained to associate so long with the people of this 
world, to have our souls vexed, day by day, with the 
never-ending exhibitions of their pride, their selfish- 
ness, their rapacity, their treachery and falsehood, 
their abominable filthiness of language and conduct. 
It is, doubtless, for this that we are taught to discrimi- 
nate between the graces wrought in the heart by the 
Spirit of God, from certain traits of amiableness and 
generosity, of tender disinterested, affection, and of 
enthusiastic loyalty, which are sometimes to be found 
in unconverted men. There are some persons who 
seem to be so constituted as to love any and every one 
but God, to sympathize with every kind of distress 
but suffering for the sake of Jesus Christ, to contri- 
bute generously to every object of benevolence except 
to the benevolence of seeking to rescue the souls of 
men from degradation and destruction, by imparting 
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to them the knowledge of God, and of Jesus Christ 
whom He has sent, and persuading them to lay down _ 
the weapons of their rebellion and to be reconciled to 
God. Weare thus made to see that there are some 
who ean be enthusiastically attached to an earthly 
superior, devotedly loyal to an earthly sovereign, but 
who have no attachment nor loyalty to offer to Him 
who loved us and gave himself for us,—the Lord of 
lords and King of kings. 5 

We have also many opportunities of witnessing the 
ehange that is effected in corrupt human nature by 
the Spirit of God, in conversion and subsequent sane- 
tification. We, doubtless, learned much of this in our 
own experience; but one important effect of that ex- 
perience is to enable us to discern and appreciate the 
same work of the Spirit in the souls of others. Angels” 
mark the change that is effected in the character of 
men who repent, for they rejoice over it ; but not as we 
are able to comprehend it. They see it chiefly in its 
outward effects, but we can interpret it by the light of — 
our own inward experience. We are thus enabled to 
discern the work of the Spirit in souls variously eon- 
stituted and circumstanced, souls of all natural dis- 
positions, of all artificial trainings, living in all variety 
of society, exercised with all different kinds of tempta- 
tions, and to see that all His operations, however diver- 
sified, are but so many phases of the same wonderful 
transformation by which men are divested of the 
image of Satan, and created anew after the image of 
Ged in Christ. 


All this experience with regard to human nature | 
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generally, is rendered much more effective by our 
being employed to recover our fellowmen to God, to 
instruct them and persuade them to be reconciled to 
. God in Christ Jesus, and to encourage and strengthen, 
or warn and rebuke those who profess to be reconciled 
to Him, but are acting contrary to their profession. It 
is surely for some very high purpose that the Lord 
commits the evangelizing of the Word to instruments 
so weak as even converted men. One of these pur- 
poses, we know, is to enhance the glory of Christ in 
subduing the enemy, powerful as he is, by the weakest 
agency. Another purpose is, to make His people share 
in the glory of His victory, even as Joshua and the 
people shared in the glory of the victory over the 
Amalekites, although that victory was won by prayer, 
or, rather, by the interposition of God in answer to 
prayer. Still, another purpose is to provide an addi- 
tional trial of the faith and obedience of His people. 
But we believe also, that one principal end of this mea- 
sure is to deepen and enlarge their experience of human 
nature, both in its corrupt and its renewed state. 
Now, in all that we have been contemplating in 
God’s dealings with His redeemed people, there is an 
amount of instruction provided, and of experience, 
which they are made to accumulate of the most im- 
portant kind, at great cost of suffering, of disappoint- 
ynents, of grief and vexation of spirit, which we cannot 
but believe is to have an important effect upon our 
future happiness and occupations. When we look to 
the Scriptures, we see that all who were subjected to 
any extraordinary training in their youth, especially 
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if much suffering was implied in it, were destined to 
fill important stations in after life. For example,— 
Joseph was destined to a high station, which re- 
quired much practical knowledge of men and manners, 
and of economical management. Now, if we look at 
his early history, we shall see that he received just 
the education that was necessary to qualify him for 
his ultimate station at the head of the economics of 
the kingdom of Egypt. His early youth was spent 
under the eye and care of his parents, themselves per- 
sons of great experience; and doubtless he was thor- 
oughly instructed in the being, character, commands, 
and promises of God. He was then removed from his 
father, whose ill-judged expression of favouritism might 
have greatly injured him, and that by an act of heart- 
less cruelty in his brethren that must have deeply im- 
pressed him with the depths of revenge and cruelty in 
the human heart. In the house of Potiphar he served 
an apprenticeship to the management of property and 
the government of servants. The conduct of Poti- 
phar’s wife opened to him a new aspect of human 
wickedness. His imprisonment furnished him with 
more insight into human nature, and more experience 
in governing men. The ingratitude of Pharaoh’s 
chief butler in forgetting him for two years, shewed 
him still more of what was in man. And all these 
dispensations were, at the same time, trying and 
strengthening his faith, while the protection and pro- 
vision for his wants that he enjoyed in all his advers- 
ities, and his constant communion with God, set him 
every day higher and higher above the reach of any 
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temptation that might assail him in the elevated sta- 
tion for which God was preparing him. Thus, from 
being a simple shepherd boy, with little opportunity 
of becoming acquainted with the characters and prac- 
tices of men, he had become, before he was called to 
stand before Pharaoh, doubtless the most experienced 
man in all Egypt, and the best qualified for the sta- 
tion which he was to occupy. 

Again, Moses was destined to be the leader of the 
whole people of Israel out of Egypt—to confront the 
king of Egypt—to arrange and command the army 
of Israel in its journey through the wilderness—to be 
the chief judge and civil ruler of the people—their 
civil and ecclesiastical legislator—and to be the his- 
torian of the world and of the nation of Israel, down 
till near the conclusion of his own life. Now, it is 
_ obvious that no amount of training or education could 
qualify Moses for these duties, and much was to be 
done by special communications from God; but God 
does not work miracles except where they were abso- 
lutely necessary ; and everything was done to prepare 
Moses for his duties that could be done by training 
and education. His childhood and early youth were 
spent under the care of his parents, where he was well 
instructed in the history of his forefathers, and the 
promises of God, which were their special inheritance. 
He was then removed to the house of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, brought up as her son, and received the 
best education that Egypt could afford. And there, 
doubtless, his attention was directed to legislation ; 
and he was, in all probability, practised in the mar- 
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shalling and commanding of armies. He was then 
removed to the wilderness of Sinai, where he spent 
forty years, and had abundant leisure for reflection 
and study; and where, probably, he composed the 
early part of his history, and, as some think, also the 
book of Job. Thus, by the time that he was called 
to command the hosts of Israel, he was, by his educa- 
tion, the best qualified, we may say, the only qualified 
person in the whole world for his multifarious duties. 
David furnishes us with another example of a train- 
ing adapted to his future duties. He was destined to 
be the conquering king of Israel, by whom the promise 
to Abraham was to be literally fulfilled, that his seed 
should possess the district of country lying between 
the river Euphrates and the Mediterranean sea; and 
as the chief musician and sweet singer of Israel, to 
express, in sacred songs, the doubts and distresses, 
the aspirations, the consolations, the faith, hope, and 
love of a converted soul. And his previous educa- 
tion was also suited to his destined station. He, too, 
received his early instruction inthe house of pious 
parents, but in the humble capacity of a shepherd boy. 
Even then, however, his preparation commenced. 
The leisure of a shepherd’s life afforded him time to 
cultivate poetry and music. He was also trained to 
deeds of hardihood in defending his flock from the 
most formidable beasts of prey. He'was then removed 
to the army, to distinguish himself in slaying Goliath, 
the Philistine champion. This introduced him to the 
royal palace, where, for a time, he held the important 
office of commander of the army, and was engaged in 
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perilous enterprises. He thus became familiarized to 
the arrangements of a court; and his early anointing 
to be king after Saul, would naturally direct his 
thoughts to legislation and government; while the 
very jealousy of Saul placed him almost on a footing 
of equality with him, and his intercourse with Jona- 
than made him already as one of the royal family: 
At length the increasing jealousy of Saul drove him 
from the palace, to seek safety where he might find it ; 
and then becoming the leader of a band of lawless 
men, inured to the rigorous government of such a 
band, thoroughly familiarized to the obliquities of 
human nature, engaged in daring enterprises, making 
hairbreadth escapes, experiencing every vicissitude of 
condition, from the highest to the lowest, there was 
no man in all Israel that was so perfectly quali- 
fied to fill the throne of God’s militant people as he; 
while the wonderfully varied character of his life 
fitted him, above any other, to express, in his sacred 
lyrics, the feelings of God’s people in almost every 
condition in which they can be placed. 

The Apostle Paul furnishes another example of pre- 
paration for a high and important station. He was 
destined to be the Apostle of the Gentiles, the chief 
expounder of the doctrines of Christianity, and their 
defender from the attacks of Gentile philosophers and 
Jewish rabbis. His education commenced in a Greek 
city, where he had the privilege of inheriting the freedom 
‘of the city of Rome, and where he became acquainted 
with Greek literature. Yet, according to a Jewish 
practice, he was put to learn a handicraft trade, and 
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which proved to be exceedingly useful in his mission. 
He was then sent to Jerusalem, the seat of Jewish 
literature, and placed under the tuition of Gamaliel, 
one of the most celebrated of the Jewish doctors. 
There he was initiated into the doctrines and practices 
of the Pharisees, the strictest sect of the Jews. When 
Jesus was crucified, and the great struggle between 
Judaism and Christianity commenced, he took a 
zealous part with the priests and Pharisees, was 
admitted to their counsels, and became thoroughly 
acquainted with their views, and aims, and argu- 
ments against Christianity; so that, when his change — 
came that converted him to be a follower and apostle 
of the Lord Jesus, he was prepared to meet the 
enemies of the Gospel, Jewish or heathen, in every 
point, to give them credit for what was commendable 
in them, to explain to them wherein exactly they 
were wrong, and to accommodate his explanations of 
the doctrines of Christianity to readers of every 
description and party. 

These, doubtless, are remarkable examples; yet we 
doubt not they are indications of a general principle in 
the divine government of the Church,—namely, that 
every true servant of God undergoes a preparation in 
his early life for the precise service in which he is to 
be engaged; perhaps the principle may be further 
generalized, so as to include all men as prepared for 
the exact position they are to occupy, and the acts, 
good or bad, that they are to do. It would be diffi- 
cult to believe that such men as Cyrus, Alexander, 
Cesar, Genghis Kan, Tamerlane, Buonaparte, and 
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others, were not prepared, by their birth and educa- 
tion, and the whole of their early history, for the im- 
press which they made of themselves on the history of 
the world. Now, we cannot doubt that this principle 
reaches beyond the present life, and that the training 
and education which the redeemed people of God 
receive here, will be found to be an exact preparation 
for the station which they are to hold in the New 
Jerusalem—the Church of the first-born, which are 
written in heaven, and for the services in which they 
are to be engaged. 

This leads us to consider what intimation the Scrip- 
ture gives respecting the condition and employments 
of Christ’s redeemed people, after He shall have com- 
pleted their redemption by the recovery of their bodies 
from the dust, and the destruction of death—their last 
enemy. 


Section ITI. 
The future glory of the Church. 


The original promise made to the Church was, that 
the seed of the woman should bruise the head of the 
serpent. ‘The first more definite form that was given 
to the promise, was the prophecy of Enoch, recorded 
by Jude, (Jude 14:) “ Behold! the Lord cometh, 
with ten thousand of His saints, to execute judgment 
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them of all the ungodly deeds which they have un- 
godly committed, and of all their hard speeches which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.” The next 
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step in the development of that promise, was the pro- 
mise of a seed to Abraham who should possess the 
land from the river Euphrates to the river of Egypt, 
afterwards expressed, in more general terms, from the 
_ river to the ends of the earth—that he should be a 
father of many nations—and that in his seed all the 
families of the earth should be blessed ;—which promises 
are summed up in the New Testament, in the still 
more general terms, that Abraham should be heir of 
the world, (Rom. iv. 13.) The idea of a kingdom of 
great glory and extent is thus brought forward, and is 
never afterwards lost sight of. The promise of that 
kingdom was literally fulfilled in David and Solomon, 
when the seed of Abraham had dominion over all 
that territory that hes between the river Euphrates 
and the Mediterranean sea. But it was soon made 
manifest that Solomon’s kingdom was not the ultimate 
fulfilment of the promise. Solomon’s kingdom began 
to decline even during his reign; and in the reign of 
his son, ten of the twelve tribes deserted it, and set 
up a rival kingdom in its neighbourhood. But the 
promise of a more glorious kingdom was renewed by 
various prophets, the characteristic feature of which 
was to be, that the king should reign in righteousness, 
and that the people should be all righteous. ‘These 
prophecies became more distinct, and more elevated, 
as the Jewish kingdom was sinking down to its dis- 
solution. The promise is kept up, being repeated in 
various forms, and enlarged till the end of the Old 
Testament revelation; and when revelation was re- 
sumed in the Holy Ghost again moving holy men of 
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God as He formerly had done, the eyes of all devout 
men, and, indeed, of the whole Jewish nation, were 
directed to a glorious kingdom which they expected 
immediately to arise among them. Their notion of 
the kingdom was indeed carnal and worldly; they ex- 
pected a rival of the magnificence of Solomon’s king- 
dom, and great enlargement to it. Indeed, it seems 
evident that many of them looked for the overturning 
of the Roman empire, and for their own nation attain- 
ing to universal sovereignty. John the Baptist, the 
forerunner of our Lord, kept up the promise of the 
kingdom. ‘The burden of his preaching was: Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. Our Lord sent 
out His disciples with the same annunciation; but He 
himself directed their thoughts to a kingdom that was 
to be established after the great day of judgment. 
Thus, in explaining the parable of the tares, (Matt. xiii. 
41-43,) He says: “ The Son of Man shall send forth 
His angels, and they shall gather out of His kingdom 
all things that offend, and them which do iniquity, 
and shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall 
be wailing and gnashing of teeth, Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of 
their Father.” And in the description which He gives 
of the day of judgment, (Matt. xxv. 35,) the welcome 
which shall be addressed to the righteous, He says, 
will be: ‘Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world.” See also Luke xxii. 29-30; Matt. vi. 11. 
But it is scarcely necessary to refer to particular pas- 
sages. The Gospel is almost. constantly represented as 
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a kingdom, and the Head of it as a king. Many of 
the parables commence: “‘The kingdom of heaven is 
like,” &c.; and several of them, as the marriage feast— 
the nobleman who was heir to a kingdom—the vine- 
yard let out to husbandmen, in which the lord of the 
vineyard was manifestly a king, having armies at his 
command. In the parable of the talents, also, the 
householder obviously acts as a king in the sentence 
that he pronounces on ‘he unfaithful servant. 

After the crucifixion and resurrection of our Lord, 
the disciples fondly expected, that then their long 
cherished hope of a worldly kindgom, notwithstanding 
all that Jesus had said respecting the nature of His 
kingdom, especially what He said in reply to Pilate’s 
questions, would be realized. ‘Their anxious question 
was: ‘ Lord, wilt thou at this time restore the king- 
dom to Israel?” Jesus referred them to the teaching 
of the Holy Spirit, who was soon to come. When 
the Spirit did come in His power, their eyes were 
opened, and the expectation of a kingdom during the 
present life abandoned. They then understood and 
taught, that the kingdom they were to look for was a 
kingdom in the heavens, which they should not enjoy 
till they had died in Christ—died, and had risen again 
as He rose. 

There are very many passages that directly or im- 
plicitly teach, that the kingdom promised to the saints 
is not to be enjoyed till they shall have died and risen 
again, or have been changed, and so put on their 
spiritual incorruptible bodies. Such as 1 Cor. xv. 
50: ‘Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 
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God;” 1 Cor. vi. 9: “The unrighteous shall not in- 
herit the kingdom of God;” 2 Thess. i. 5: “That ye 
may be accounted worthy of the kingdom of God, for 
which also ye suffer;” 2 Tim. iv. 1: “I charge thee 
before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall 
judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and 
His kingdom ;” Heb. xii. 28: “ We receiving a king- 
dom which cannot be moved; Jamesii. 5: “Hath not 
God chosen the poor of this world, heirs of the king- 
dom which He hath promised to them that love Him ?” 
Thus the inheritance of the saints is the kingdom of 
God and of His Christ. But what station will they 
occupy in that kingdom, and what will be their enjoy- 
ment of it? Doubtless they will be subjects under 
the government of God in the man Christ Jesus ; 
and one of their enjoyments will be in witnessing the 
glory of that kingdom, and of the Lord Jesus, the 
great King. But they will be subjects of a high 
order. They are children, members of the royal 
family of that kingdom through Jesus Christ ; more 
nearly united to Him than the highest order of created 
beings who have not been redeemed by Him can be. 
They have been born into His family by the Word of 
God—that is, by the revelation of His great work of 
redemption. They are the fruit, or offspring, or child- 
ren, of His agony and death. Their joy, therefore, in 
the glory of Him and His kingdom, is the joy of 
children in the glory of their own Father, and the 
grandeur of His kingdom. It is said, they are to 
reign with Christ. That may be as a royal family is 
said to reign in the head of the family,—to be the 
G 
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reigning family. But, further, Christ’s people are 
united to Him as a bride to her husband, (Ephes. 
v.;) and to share with Him, not only as members of 
the royal family, but as the bride—the queen—shares 
in the glory of her husband. ‘They are to be seated 
with Jesus on His throne, as He is seated with the 
Father on His throne. We thus are to be subjects 
of the kingdom, but not subjects one of another; for 
all are brethren—all children of God—of the royal 
family. The whole people of God constitute the 
bride, the Lamb’s wife. Who, then, are the subjects 
of the kingdom promised the saints? Doubtless they 
themselves are the subjects of Christ, and enjoy the 
peace and glory of His kingdom. But they them- 
selves are to reign, and to reign as kings. To Him 
that loved us, and made us kings and priests unto 
God, (Rev. i. 6.) "And we shall reign on the earth, 
(Rev. v. 10.) Over whom are they to reign? Not 
over one another, as we have seen. The apostle 
says, (1 Cor. vi. 1 :) ‘‘ Know ye not that ye shall judge. 
angels?” Two interpretations have been given of 
this passage. Some have explained it to signify, that 
the saints shall judge the wicked in that sense in 
which it is said, that the men of Nineveh, and the 
queen of the south, shall rise, in the judgment, with 
this generation, and shall condemn it,—that is, by 
shewing to that generation what they might and ought 
to have done. Others explain the passage to mean, 
that Christ’s people shall sit with Him as assessors in 
the judgment, when He shall condemn the wicked, and 
send them forth to punishment. But neither of these 
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interpretations of this passage agree with the object of 
the apostle in introducing it. He is speaking of judg- 
ing between man and man, and settling their differences. 
He sharply rebukes them for going to law with one 
another before unbelievers, and not before the saints ; 
and he asks: Are there none among yourselves cap- 
able of determining such matters? and adds: Do ye 
not know that the saints shall judge the world? 
Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how much 
more things that pertain to this life! The only signi- 
fication of the word to judge, pertinent to the apostle’s 
object, and itis a common signification of it, is to judge 
as a king judges his kingdom—as Moses, Samuel, and 
others, are said to have judged Israel. The expres- 
sion appears to be one of those pregnant expressions .. 
in Scripture, such as Psalm cx. 1-4, which contains 
an annunciation of prodigious extent and importance ; 
and which we are constrained to receive, by the 
terms of it, and the purpose for which it is introduced. 
We apprehend, therefore, that the subjects of the 
kingdom of Christ, and His saints, are the holy 
angels; among whom, perhaps, we may include the 
whole moral universe—all creatures formed in the 
image of God, but not redeemed by the blood of 
Christ. Over all others, Christ, even the man Christ 
Jesus, certainly will reign; and over them, we doubt 
not, Christ’s people will reign with Him. 

But how, or for what purpose, could the saints reign 
over angels or judge angels? We can conceive of many 
good purposes. In the first place, it will, in point of 
honour, be their natural station as the children of the 
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king, in a sense in which unfallen, and therefore un- 
redeemed angels cannot be. Their elevation being 
solely in virtue of their connexion with the Lord Jesus, 
implying their previous degradation and condemna-- 
tion, will have no tendency to excite jealousy. Angels 
even now go forth to minister to those that are heirs 
of salvation, and they willingly concede to them the 
nearest place to the great King. In the next place, 
it appears that even now God governs them, by 
means of ranks, or orders, established among them- 
selves, and subordinate to one another. ‘There are 
among them thrones, and dominions, and principali- 
ties, and powers, (Col. i. 16; Ephes. i. 21.) It is, 
therefore, obvious, that they require such government, 
else God would not have appointed it. Thirdly, Al- 
though it may not be necessary to suppose that there 
is anything approaching to intention among them which 
requires the interposition of a judge to compose it, yet 
there may be difference of opinion respecting the best 
methods of fulfilling duties, and attaining objects, in 
which it is necessary that they should act together, 
which may require one head to combine and direct 
their exertions. The efficiency of the most united 
army depends on its acting under one authoritative 
leader, who communicates his directions through the 
recular gradation of its officers. The angels are called 
the host or army of God, implying the combining of 
their energies in His service. J ourthly, The saints of 
God, being more experienced than the angels in 
regard to the nature of sin—-its plausible and insidious 
its awfully fatal effects, wherever it ob- 
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tains an entrance into the mind,—more feelingly alive, 
therefore, to the danger of tampering with it—more 
sensitive in regard to those trains of thought, or of 
intercommunication, which, although apparently harm- 
less, yet lead insensibly towards sin—may be effect- 
ually employed in preserving the perfect purity of the 
kingdom. The saints may, therefore, beneficially 
reion over angels as kings; while yet their whole title 
and capacity for that office, emanating from Christ, 
without whom they are nothing, and can do nothing, 
will excite no jealousy, because their reigning will be 
merely Christ reigning in them. While, on the other 
hand, His glory being their glory, and His exaltation 
their exaltation, the security, and peace, and purity, 
and extent of His kingdom being their security, and 
peace, and purity, and happiness, their whole aim will 
necessarily be to give glory to Him, their great living 
Head. They will cast their crowns before the throne 
of God and of the Lamb. When the apostle says 
(1 Cor. xv. 24) that Christ will put down all rule, 
and authority, and power, may there not be the indi- 
cation of a great revolution that is to take place in 
the machinery, if we may so speak, for the govern- 
ment of the moral universe, when Jesus shall have 
finished His great enterprise—when He shall have 
driven forth His enemies to their destined punish- 
ment—shall have abolished death—and shall have 
seated himself in the peaceful possession of the throne 
of His kingdom? Hitherto, both men and angels have 
been governed by the establishment of ranks and 
authorities among themselves, like the Israelites in 
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their journey through the wilderness. But may not 
the great cardinal point in the history of the universe 
be signalized and commemorated by the abolishing of 
all such rule, and authority, and power, and the tak- 
ing of the government into His own hands, and 
diffusing it to the extremity of the universe, by means 
of His redeemed family; among whom there will be 
no subordination of ranks, who will be all brethren, 
all on a footing of perfect equality, each of them look- 
ing up to Him as their only superior; and whose 
government of angels will be merely the government 
of Christ administered through them who bear His 
image, who breathe His Spirit, and who speak His 
words? We shall have another opportunity of advert- 
ing to this passage and its wonderful context. 

But the people of God are to be priests as well as 
kings. ‘Kings and priests to God.” Or, as Peter 
combines them in the expression, a royal priesthood, 
or kingdoms of priests, as it stands in the passage in 
the Old Testament to which he refers. They will be in 
this, as in all things, like their great Head, priests on 
their thrones, (Zech. vi. 13.) But why or how can 
they act as priests among angels who have never 
sinned? In several ways. “rst, The priest’s lips are 
to keep knowledge. From their experience of the 
ways of God to themselves—experience of sin, and its 
effects on the soul—of the law of the Lord written on the 
heart, in the place of the law of sin and death—its infin- 
ite excellency and wisdom—they will be able to minis- 
ter much invaluable knowledge and warning toangels. 
Secondly, Although they have no sacrifice to offer, yet 
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they have the Redeemer’s sacrifice to set before them, 
—not, indeed, as a ground of pardon and acceptance, 
for that they do not need, but as a new incentive to 
love, and gratitude, and wonder, and praise—a new 
motive to continue in their faith, and love, and 
obedience, and, consequently, a new security against 
any further outbreak of sin among them. Thirdly, 
Whether the Lord may honour them as His organs 
for bearing up to Him the petitions of angels, and 
conveying to them His blessings; or whether the 
employment of priests for these purposes, under the 
Mosaic law, as types of the Lord Jesus, was rendered 
necessary by the sinful state of the worshippers, and 
altogether unsuited to a sinless people, we know not, 
and have no data for conjecture. 

Perhaps the nearest conception that we can form of 
what may probably be the station of Christ’s people 
among angels, especially if they shall be put in charge 
of any definite number of angels, among whom they 
are to act as kings and priests, will be that of mission- 
aries among a people truly loving, and serving them 
for their Master’s and their work’s sake—ready to 
follow their counsels, and eager to receive their in- 
structions. Our view of angels is, that, in the natural 
capacities of the understanding, they have not ap- 
proved themselves to be superior to men—that, in the 
powers of acquiring knowledge of external things, we 
shall, when we shall have been raised from the dead in 
incorruptible, powerful, and spiritual bodies, be their 
equals—and that, in knowledge of the highest and most 
important kind—the knowledge of God, Father, Son, 
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and Spirit—the knowledge of the heart, of sin, and of 
the recovery from sin, we shall be greatly their superi- 
ors, and therefore be in a condition to instruct them 
and warn them against the encroachment of evil. Now, 
they will discern the superiority of knowledge and 
experience, and gladly avail themselves of it. Our 
union also to the Saviour, as His redeemed children, 
will entitle us to the highest honour for His sake. In 
honouring us, they will be honouring the Lord Jesus 
and His work. A missionary, in some sort, reigns as 
a king, and officiates as a priest, among those who 
receive his ministrations. He rules them by the law 
of God, is often employed in combining their exer- 
tions in the service of God, especially for the resistance 
of the introduction of sinful practices among them. As 
a priest, he sets forth Jesus Christ crucified as the 
ground of their hope of pardon and acceptance. He 
bears them on his heart before God, and prays for 
them. Missionaries here prosecute their work under 
innumerable discouragements and difficulties. Their 
own tendency to faint and become weary—the disin- 
clination of the people to hear, and their still stronger 
disinclination to receive the truth—the perpetually burst- 
ing forth among them of the grossest sins—and, not 
unfrequently, the inbreaking of enemies to the truth,— 
all the more galling when they come under the name 
of Christians ; so that a faithful missionary is vexed, 
day by day, in the course of his ministrations. But, 
oh! how delightful his occupation becomes if God 
open the hearts of the people, and make them willing 
in the day of His power—if He, by His Spirit, open 
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their understanding to comprehend the truth, and 
their hearts to receive it, and attach them to the mis- 
sionary as their spiritual father, who has begotten 
them in the bonds of the Gospel! Such delight would 
it be for a redeemed soul of man to minister to angels 
—to tell them of the wonders of the redeeming love 
of Christ—to lay open to them the efficacy of His 
blood in cleansing from unspeakable inward defile- 
ment, and filling them with holy gratitude and joy. 


Section IV. 
Of the extent of the Kingdom of Christ and His Church. 


Have we any data from which to form some con- 
ception, vague although it may be, of the extent of 
the glorious kingdom of Christ and His saints? 
There are several considerations that may help our 
understanding and conception on this point. 

1. The intimations that we have in Scripture of the 
number of the holy angels. They are described as 
arranged under thrones, dominions, principalities, and 
powers ; and the very existence of such a gradation of 
authority, indicates an immense multitude of subjects. 
Again, they are called, in Heb. xii. 22, “an innumer- 
able company of angels.” And in Rev. v., the angels 
assembled with the redeemed Church of God are 
described as in number ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand, and thousands of thousands: a form of expression 
that seems to point at the utmost limits of numerical, 
or, at least, of comprehensible numerical calculation. 
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Again, if the multitude of fallen angels may be 
regarded as furnishing any indication of the number 
of faithful and holy angels,—and if those demons who 
possessed men in the days of our Lord are to be 
regarded as fallen angels, (they are, at least, fallen 
spirits,) which seems exceedingly probable, then we 
find a legion of them in possession of one individual. 
And any number that could, with propriety, be called 
a legion, must have been a large number, busied about 
one human spirit, indicating an immense multitude in 
the aggregate. This furnishes us with a kind of scale 
wherewith to measure the expressions of Scripture on 
the subject of angels. 

2. The number of God’s redeemed people furnishes 
another indication of the extent of the kingdom of the 
Son of God. They are described to Abraham as to 
be more in number than the stars of the heavens, or 
than the sand on the sea-shore. They will constitute 
(as described, Rev. vii. 9) a great multitude, whom 
no man can number. And although the numbers of 
those that are saved has hitherto been a small propor- 
tion to the number of the lost, (for, as our Lord tells 
us, “wide is the gate and broad is the way that lead 
to destruction, and that many go in thereat,”) yet, if 
the whole number of those that have been saved in all 
ages be considered, they must form a multitude in- 
conceivably great. How far redemption will extend 
among children, we dare not conjecture. We have no 
doubt respecting the children even of one Christian 
parent dying in infancy; of the rest we know nothing. 
But the infants of believing parents must, of them- 
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selves, be an immense multitude. Besides, we are 
looking forward to a period of a thousand years—per- 
haps three hundred and sixty thousand—when Satan 
shall be bound up, and restrained from going forth to 
deceive the nations; during which period it is prob- 
able that these prophecies which announced that all 
flesh shall see the salvation of God—that the glory of 
the Lord shall cover the earth as the waters cover the 
sea—that men shall beat their swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks, and shall 
learn war no more—shall receive an intermediate, if 
not a final accomplishment. Thus, during that period, 
if even only a thousand years, the earth being fully 
peopled, the births increased to a prodigious extent, 
and all children trained up in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord, we may confidently expect that 
the number of the redeemed will be increased beyond 
all calculation. 

Now, it is to be remembered that, if our views of 
the condition of God’s people be correct, every indi- 
vidual of them is born the heir of a kingdom, over 
which he is to reign ; and that his subjects are not to 
be his brethren—for they shall be all of equal rank— 
but angels. What may be the extent of these subor- 
dinate kingdoms, which, together, will constitute the 
kingdom of Christ, we cannot tell. But the very 
name kingdom, and the title of king, implies a very 
large number. Some of these kingdoms will be 
greater than others. Some of the redeemed will 
reign over five cities, and some over ten cities; but 
the word kingdom, doubtless, would not have been 
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employed if they were not to bear some approximate 
proportion to the extent of kingdoms upon the earth. 
3. To these considerations may be added that of the 
multitude of the lost. ‘The number of these that, under 
any theory, have been accumulating for the last six 
thousand years, during which the whole race, with the 
exception of a mere fractional part, has been in daring 
and outrageous rebellion against God—not only living 
in the utter neglect of His worship, but transferring 
the worship due to Him to gods of their own imagina~ 
tion, with characters the very opposite of His, must be 
inconceivably great, and is every day increasing with 
fearful rapidity. Now, the permitting of such a mul- 
titude of immortal spirits, capable, by the nature 
which He gave them, of the highest and holiest affee- 
tions, to fall a prey to the artifices of the enemy of 
God, indicates a purpose of immense magnitude, to be 
effected by so great a sacrifice. That purpose can be 
nothing less than an example and a warning to the 
universe. Now, God has manifested himself to be, if 
we may use the expression, economical of such ex- 
amples. When He would furnish an example of His 
power and determination to punish gross abominable 
sins, He selected four comparatively small cities for 
destruction by fire and brimstone from heaven; but 
by the circumstances in which that execution was 
effected, and the dooming of the territory in which 
they were situated to perpetual desolation and barren- 
ness, He has made the destruction of these cities a 
warning to the whole world in all ages—a representa- 
tion of the suffering of the vengeance of eternal fire. 
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Again, when He purposed to give a still more strik- 
ing warning to the world of His fixed determination 
to punish all wickedness, especially idolatry, and its | 
accompanying abominations, by commanding the 
whole of a wicked nation to be driven out of their 
country, or extirpated by fire and sword, He selected 
a small nation; but a nation occupying a central 
position in the world, to which all eyes were directed 
in consequence of its position and its commerce; and 
after abundant warning to them to withdraw from 
that land, and abundant opportunity of retiring from 
it, He sent the armies of Israel among them, utterly 
to extirpate all who, contrary to His declared will, 
were attempting by force to make good their footing in 
it. ‘This execution has been represented as a perse- 
cution for religion, and a sanction to future persecutors. 
But it was not a persecution for religion. It was an 
execution of criminals. The Israelites were not per- 
mitted to spare the Canaanites on their promise to 
adopt their religion; nor were they permitted to go 
beyond the boundaries of the land of Canaan with 
their exterminating operations. But they were to 
confine themselves to the Canaanites; and were not, 
upon any pretence whatever, to spare them, or to 
make leagues with them, far less to receive them into 
their congregation. The nation on whom this execu- 
tion was done was a nation of limited extent, not to 
be compared with many nations whom kings and 
generals of armies have, without warrant, given up 
to similar execution. But God, by the circumstances 
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in which the execution took place—His declared pur- 
poses—the accurate record of it which He has intro- 
duced into His imperishable Word—has held up the 
destruction of the Canaanites as a warning and ex- 
ample of His wrath and indignation, to be poured 
upon the guilty, to the whole world, from generation 
to generation. Again, when, under the Jewish 
economy, He would testify, once for all, His abhor- 
rence of the sins of blasphemy and Sabbath-breaking, 
He commanded the first detected blasphemer and 
Sabbath-breaker to be stoned to death. And the 
execution of the individual blasphemer and Sabbath- 
breaker stands forth prominently in the history of God’s 
dealings with His people, and an intimation of His esti- 
mate of the guilt of blasphemy and Sabbath-breaking. 

We have cited these instances to shew that God 
is not prodigal, but sparing in the examples that 
He has given of His just severity; and when we re- 
member the great multitudes of those who live and 
die in rebellion against God—who are lost—doomed 
to everlasting destruction as an example to the 
universe, and a warning to all of the fatal conse- 
quences of sin, we may infer, that the moral universe 
is of immense extent to require so fearful a sacrifice 
for that purpose. For we firmly believe, that, not- 
withstanding the immense multitude of the lost, not 
one individual more will perish than is absolutely 
necessary for the instruction and warning of those 
who have never sinned, or who have been redeemed 
from their sin. 
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4, Are we permitted to take the extent of the material 
creation exhibited to us as furnishing any indication of 
the extent of the moral creation? It seems not, at 
least, improbable, that one of the reasons why we are 
permitted to see so much of the material universe, and 
to ascertain that, to the utmost limit of our vision, 
the same mechanical principles—the same laws of 
motion and of attraction—the same emanations of 
light—pervade the whole. If all that has been dis- 
covered of the solur system, of the stars, and of the 
nebule, terminate in a mere system of revolutions, 
carried out and multiplied to a prodigious extent, it 
would add but little to our conceptions of the glorious 
majesty of the great Creator and Upholder of all. 
The expression used by David and other ancient 
prophets indicate, that they were as much aston- 
ished, and overwhelmed, and filled with admiration, 
at the works of God, and with a sense of their 
own insignificance, as our more extended, discoveries 
enable us to attain. What can we do more than 
take up the very words of David, and say: “ When I 
consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the 
moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained ; what 
is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of 
man, that thou visitest him?” But if we be permitted 
_to regard the display of the amazing extent of the 
material creation as an indication of the infinitely 
greater extent of the spiritual and moral creation of 
God, all rejoicing in Him, worshipping, honouring, 
and serving Him, living together in purity and peace, 
then would that display be a manifestation of the 


112 THE EXTENT OF THE KINGDOM OF CHRIST 


Deity worthy of His holiness, and justice, and benefi- 
cence, as well as of His wisdom and power. 

We know nothing of spiritual things but in con- 
nexion with matter. Angels, we doubt not, have 
spiritual bodies; for they move in space. The spirits 
of just men made perfect are, at present, so far as we 
know, without bodies; but they are in an imperfect— 
a transition state. When they shall reach their per- 
manent state, they will be clothed in spiritual incor- 
ruptible bodies. We doubt not that the happiness, as 
well as the usefulness of the people of God, in their 
eternal state, will depend partly on the constitution of 
their bodies. And the Apostle Paul looks forward, 
not to death, when he should be present with the 
Lord, but.to the resurrection, as the prize of the mark 
of our high calling, (Phil. iii. 8-14; 2 Cor. v. 1-4.) 
And from the wonderful uniformity of the works of 
God, it seems probable, that all creatures formed? in 
His image will be fashioned on the same principle, 
that they all may be capable of holding communion 
with one another. : 

Whether these suns and systems be at present occu- 
pied with rational and moral beings, capable of yield- 
ing to God the love, and gratitude, and adoration to 
which He is entitled, and which it must be the chief 
end of these innumerable worlds to yield, is not a 
question of much importance to our present subject. 
The want of any indication of such beings in that 
heavenly body that is nearest to us—the moon, and 
the presumption offered by geological researches, that 
the earth had existed countless ages before man or 
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any rational creature was introduced upon it, rather 
favours the presumption, that the more distant orbs 
may not be peopled by rational creatures. It is not 
impossible, indeed, that the peopling of them may 
have been postponed till the manifestation of God in 
Christ Jesus should have secured them against the 
encroachment of sin. But when that great work shall 
have been accomplished,—the lost sent to their own 
place, out of the reach of doing mischief, but to fur- 
nish to all a dreadful example of the nature and effects 
of sin, and of God’s power and determined purpose to 
punish it—and the redeemed people of God shall have 
been prepared for taking their various stations as the 
representatives of the Lord Jesus, and the promulgat- 
ors of His glorious work,—then may go forth the Spirit 
of life in the fulness of His power, and fill the whole 
material creation, with all its innumerable suns and 
systems, with holy happy beings, rejoicing in God 
their Creator; and, it may be, rejoicing in Him, as 
. manifested in all His holiness and justice, in all the 
tenderness of His love and compassion, in the recovery 
of lost men. For it is possible, that in these remotest 
regions may be stationed faithful tried servants, who 
have had experience of what sin and sinners are, and 
how they are to be resisted—living images of the 
_ Lord Jesus Christ, and prepared to make known to 

the newly created inhabitants of them the riches of 
the love of God in Him, to rule among them as kings 
with gentle sway, and as priests to teach them and to 
guide them in their worship of God. Had such a 
guardian been placed with Adam and Eve in the 
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garden of Eden, they might, perhaps, have been 
secured against the wiles of the devil. That there 
was not such a guardian, might be because none 
such were yet provided, and because such guardians 


were destined to be provided by their fall, and the — 


recovery of an innumerable multitude of their pos- 
terity. 

Thus the whole universe seems to be spread out 
before us under the government of God; but of God 
still manifest in the flesh, bearing in His own crucified, 
but risen and glorified body, the continual remem- 
brance of His infinite justice, holiness, mercy, and 
beneficence; and extending the influence of His 
character by means of myriads of myriads of His 
redeemed creatures ; they also, in their own persons— 
constant memorials of His work of grace and mercy 
in their redemption—exhibiting everywhere His per- 
fect image in soul and body, and ruling over all in 
His name and authority. 

Some may very naturally object to the view that 
has been given of man’s future station and occupations 
—that it gives him too much prominency. On this 
we would observe, that the prominency is not properly 
given to man, but to the Man Christ Jesus. His 
people are nothing but in their union to Him. They 


have no station or authority independent of Him. 


They have no glory but His glory, no kingdom but 
His kingdom, no occupation but the upholding of His 
government by their representations of His high, and 
holy, and loving character,—His wondrous work of 
mercy in recovering them from their sin, and by 
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exhibiting the excellencies of His most holy law. We 
would observe further, that man, being created in the 
image of God—Adam being expressly acknowledged as 
the son of God—can have no created superior in the 
universe. If he have less power or knowledge than 
angels, that results, not from any inferiority of mental 
or moral power, but from his present inferior means of 
perception and of motion. Give him a body equal 
in power to those of angels,—and which, probably, he 
will obtain when he shall be raised from the dead in a 
glorious, powerful, incorruptible spiritual body,—and 
we doubt not that he will be equal to them in all 
things, and in moral experience and wisdom greatly 
their superior. Man’s present weakness lies in the 
weakness of his body; which is, besides, engaged in a 
constant struggle against death, the seeds of which he 
bears within him from his birth. Remove that cause of 
weakness, and there would be nothing more extraor- 
dinary in man’s holding so high a rank, than in any 
other creature’s, even the highest and most powerful, 
holding it; while their union to the Lord of heaven 
and earth as His redeemed, saved, sanctified children, 
together with their experience, and the training and 
education that they have received, will qualify them for 
such a station, so as no creatures in the universe can 
be qualified. 

It would appear, from various passages of Scripture, 
that the centre of this glorious kingdom will be this 
very earth, after it shall have undergone the necessary 

_purification and alterations to fit it for that high dis- 
tinction. It will be the Zion of the universe, as Zion 
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shall be of this world, when the law shall go forth 
from it to all nations, and the Word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem; and His people will be to the universe 
what the Israelites will be to the world, when they — 
shall return to God, and be sent forth on His mes- 
sages of mercy: the heavenly Jerusalem, the bride, 
the Lamb’s wife. There will be the city of the great 
King, and His palace, His holy temple, where His 
people shall see His face, and rejoice in His presence. 
And thither shall congregate His angels, to unite in 
His glorious worship. 

But if His redeemed people be scattered over the 
universe, it may be asked: How can they see Him and 
wait on Him in His temple? We see nothing impos- 
sible in their assembling at stated times from the most 
distant parts of the universe. Light, a material sub- 
stance, or a succession of waves in a material substance, 
travels with immense velocity. But the bodies of God’s 
people will be spiritual bodies, and may speed to and 
from their appointed stations as rapidly as their 
thoughts can traverse the space that lies between. 
Jesus himself, in His glorified and spiritual body, will, 
doubtless, himself visit all the residences of His holy 
and happy universal family, to fill them with gladness. 
His body, spiritual as it is, can be in but one place at 
a time; but it may move with the velocity of thought ; 
and when it vanishes in one place, may, the very 
next moment, be in the most distant spot of the 
universe. , 

Is this, then, really the joy that is set before us, the 
glory of the inheritance that is reserved in heaven for 


~ 
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them that are kept by the power of God, through faith, 
for the enjoyment of it? Or are we to regard it as a 
mere baseless speculation—a fond imagination? Even 
if it be but a speculation, it will have its use if it ex- 
tend and exalt our conceptions of the glory reserved 
for the people of God. For it may be laid down as 
a fundamental truth, that we cannot form too high a 
conception of that glory. The varied expressions of 
Scripture encourage us to strain all our faculties to the 
utmost, to comprehend the length and breadth, and 
height and depth of it, without fear of coming up to 
a full conception of it. If what we have sketched as 
the nature and extent of that inheritance—of that far 
more exceeding, even eternal weight of glory which is 
reserved for us, be not the very truth, we may be 
assured, that the very truth, when we come to see and 
enjoy it, will be found to be something yet more 
glorious. We may therefore safely anticipate, that we 
shall enjoy either that glory which we have been con- 
templating, or something better. 

But our views have not been mere unsubstantial 
speculations. We do not pretend that there is the 
same amount of evidence for the truth of them that 
there is for the truth of those doctrines which more 
distinctly bear upon the salvation of the soul; but 
within that limit, we believe that there is nothing that 
has been deduced from Scripture—for example, its 
chronology, its geography, its interpretation of pro- 
phecy, either fulfilled or unfulfilled, its rules of Scrip- 
ture criticism, nay, its Church government and forms 
of worship—which rests more fully and satisfactorily 
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upon the Word of God. Let us take a brief survey 
of the various steps of our investigation. 

1. We found that angels, notwithstanding the purity 
of their original nature, and their supposed higher 
powers of understanding than ours, had fallen into sin ; 
and that not in one or two instances, but in great 
multitudes, so that these fallen angels are still arranged 
into angels’ principalities, and powers, and the rulers 
of the darkness of this world; that, whether sin con- 
tinues to spread among angels, we are not informed, 
nor are we informed of the contrary; but, seeing that 
many of them have fallen, it cannot be regarded as 
impossible that many more may fall, or may be in 
imminent danger. 

2. We can conceive of no other means of presery- 
ing them from falling, than such additional views of 
God, of His law, and of the consequences of sin pre- 
sented to their understanding, as should arrest their 
attention, and bind them with greater moral force to 
God and to holiness. 

3. We found that the great movement of Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, the Word who was with 
God from the beginning, and who was God, who was 
in the bosom of the Father—taking on himself human 
nature, the condition of man, in His poverty and 
misery—suffering and dying under the hands of men, 
His enemies, they acting under the instigation of 
Satan—rising again from the dead, and ascending to 
the highest heavens— altogether form such a manifes- 
tation of God as was fitted to fulfil these purposes. 

4. We found that this new and wonderful mani- 
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festation of God, together with the results of it, in the 
redemption of a people out of the world lying in 
wickedness, was intended expressly and chiefly for 
the benefit of the unfallen angels of God. The words 
of Scripture in regard to the Gospel of the grace of 
God, and the preaching of it among men, are these: 
“* To the intent that now, unto principalities and powers 
in heavenly places, might be known by the Church 
the manifold wisdom of God,” (Ephes. iii. 10.) The 
Gospel, therefore, of the grace of God to man, was in- 
tended to have a bearing far beyond those who were 
to be saved by it, being from eternity intended 
to bear upon the condition of the innumerable hosts 
of heaven, doubtless, still further to enlighten them in 
the true knowledge of God,—especially in His moral 
. attributes, His justice, His holiness, His love, His 
mercy and compassion, and wonderful beneficence, and, 
consequently, to bind them more closely to God, and 
make them more to abhor the very imagination of 
rebelling against God. 

5. We have seen that Christ’s people are one with 
‘Him in His great work—His sufferings for sin are 
their suffering—His glory is their glory—they are 
His children in a higher and dearer sense than the 
angels can be—they are His bride, whom He loves, and 
whom He places near himself on His throne. They 
have, besides, obtained an experience of the most im- 
portant kind—the ways of God with His creatures, 
whom He would recover from sin and perdition; they 
have acquired a practical experimental knowledge of 
His moral attributes ; also, experience of sin, its na- 
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ture and its effects, and of holiness as contrasted with 
sin which the angels, fallen or unfallen, can never 
possess. Let it be fixed in the memory, that God’s 
redeemed people will be the only creatures in the 
universe who know what sin is, and what it is 
to be delivered from it; and it will be felt that 
they are qualified to occupy some inconceivably im- 
portant station, for which nosother creatures are or 
can be qualified. They are thus qualified to be 
teachers and guides of angels, or of any other moral 
creatures who are inexperienced in sin, and in the 
power of the blood of Christ, applied by the Holy 
Spirit, to cleanse the soul from all sin. Wherever, 
therefore, any of them may be stationed throughout 
the universe, they will be specimens of the work of 
Christ—living images of Christ—the very multiplica- 
tion of the glorified body and soul of Christ, and images 
of God himself through Him. 

6. We have seen that God’s redeemed people are 
destined to be kings and priests to God, to live and 
reign with Christ, and to be seated with Him on His 
throne, as He is seated with the Father on His throne 
—that they are heirs of a kingdom—Christ’s kingdom 
—joint heirs with Christ. Now, that kingdom of 
which they are heirs is not of this world, neither is 
it to be enjoyed till after the second coming of Christ, 
the general resurrection of the dead, and the great 
day of judgment; and, still further, we are nowhere 
told that any of God’s people are to rule over others of 
His people,—for that all they are brethren, and that 
Christ alone is their superior. But we have an express 
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declaration that they are to judge angels, introduced in | 
such a way that the word judge must be interpreted 
according to its most direct and obvious meaning,— 
namely, to judge as a judge or king judges his people. 

7. In regard to the extent of the kingdom of the 
Redeemer in which His people are to be kings in a 
subordinate sense, receiving their authority and their 
glory from Him, we have seen that the angels are de- 
scribed as innumerable; and that, if all Christ’s peo- 
ple are appointed to kingdoms, greater or smaller, but 
still the smallest of them of such extent as to warrant 
the name kingdom to be given to it, the extent of the 
universal kingdom must be great beyond all comput- 
ation or imagination. 


eT 
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CHAPTER IV. 


HARMONY OF THESE VIEWS OF THE GLORY OF THE 
SAINTS WITH THE GOSPEL. 


Let us now turn to some of the most prominent 
features of the Gospel, and observe how the views 
which have been developed affect them, or harmonize 
with them. 


SEcTION I. 
The Glory of Christ. 


The great and principal end of the Gospel is the 
glory of the Lord Jesus Christ. If Jesus Christ were 
a mere creature, this end would be idolatrous. But 
the glory of Christ is the glory of God manifested in 
the flesh—the highest and most wonderful manifesta- 
tion of himself that God has ever made. 

We are accustomed to regard the ultimate glory 
of Christ as consisting in His own triumph over the 
powers of darkness—the triumph of His people, even 
of the weakest believer, over the same mighty power, 
by means of strength communicated by Him—their 
restoration to the favour and the image of God, and 
to the inheritance which they had forfeited—and their 
manifesting the highest glory of the invisible God, the 
glory of His moral attributes—and of His wonderful 
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work of mercy and love in the salvation of sinners— 
also in His coming to judge the world, and reigning 
over His people in peace and righteousness. Now, 
all this remains untouched as the truth of God. But 
the views which we have exhibited infinitely extend 
the scene, and present the Lord Jesus Christ as reign- 
ing over the universe, providing for its security by 
His humiliation and His triumph, which were ex- 
hibited not merely to men, but to angels, principalities, 
and powers. ‘These views remind us, that not merely 
this world, but the moral universe, so far as it is re- 
vealed to us, is out of course,—the introduction of sin 
having disturbed its order and peace to a fearful 
extent, and made dreadful havoc among angels created 
in purity. Now, the work of Christ was intended to 
bear upon the unfallen angels, doubtless, to present to 
them such new and interesting manifestations of God 
as should tend to secure them from the contamination 
of sin. And our views represent the Lord Jesus 
reigning indeed in the midst of His redeemed people ; 
but not merely congregating them about Him with- 
out suggesting any very definite conception of their 
occupations; but as sending them forth among the 
angels, or other moral creatures, to mingle with them, 
and reign over them, for the purpose of diffusing 
among them the influence of His great mediatorial 
work. They represent Him as being multiplied, and 
a kind of ubiquity imparted even to His human body 
and soul, by the innumerable multitude of those who 
are created in His image, both in body and soul, to 
meet everywhere, and check any danger of the 
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entrance of sin by that same manifestation of God 
made by the Lord Jesus in His own person. ‘They 
are perfect images of Him, as He is the perfect image 
of God. 

Perhaps we may find in the view that we have taken — 
of the kingdom of the Redeemer, some definite meaning 
to that remarkable passage, (1 Cor. xv. 24-28:) 
“Then cometh the end, when He shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when He 
shall have put down all rule, and all authority and 
power. For He must reign, till He hath put all 
enemies under His feet. The last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death. For He hath put all things under 
His feet. But when He saith, All things are put 
under Him, it is manifest that He is excepted which 
did put all things under Him. And when all things 
shall be subdued unto Him, then shall the Son also * 
himself be subject unto Him that put all things under 
Him, that God may be all in all.” The end here 
contemplated is obviously the state that immediately 
follows the general resurrection of the dead, and the 
great day of judgment. What are we to understand 
by His delivering up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father? It cannot, we conceive, imply that God ever 
gave up His government of the universe to the Man 
Christ Jesus; but only that all things were put under 
His feet, and He made head of all for His Church,— 
that is, so far as was necessary for the redemption and 
security of His Church. Neither does it appear to be 
the doctrine of Scripture, that Jesus will ever lay 
aside His human nature—His spiritualized and glori- 


THE GLORY OF CHRIST. 125 


fied body—or cease to reign over His own people. The 
Lamb that is in the midst of the throne is still to 
dwell among them, and lead them to fountains of 
living waters. But the meaning seems to be, that 
when Jesus shall have put down all adverse authority 
and power, perhaps that gradation of authority that 
now exists among angels, and shall have destroyed 
death the last enemy, then His mediatorial kingdom 
shall merge into the general government of the moral 
universe, and God, as manifested in Christ, shall reign 
over all, King of kings, and Lord of lords. King of 
kings!—May not that title especially refer to His 
reigning over those who are to be kings and priests 
unto God? 

They who overcome are to be seated with Christ 
on His throne, as He also overcame, and is seated 
with the Father on His throne. Now, how is Christ 
seated with the Father on His throne? Obviously, 
by manifesting the glorious attributes of Him who is 
the invisible unsearchable God, and thus sustaining 
and securing the kingdom of the Father against the 
encroachment of sin. So Christ’s people will be 
seated with Him on His throne, by diffusing the 
knowledge of Him, and of His marvellous work of 
redemption. They will set Him forth as evidently 
crucified among the angels, as the only adequate ex- 
pression of His justice, and holiness, and mercy; and 
thereby attach them the more to His power and 
government. 
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Section II. 
Justification by faith irrespective of the works of the law. 


The wisdom, nay, the necessity of our justification 
and acceptance with God, being founded not on any 
goodness in us, or any service or exertion of ours, but 
solely on our union to Christ Jesus, by faith in Him, 
become more conspicuous from the view which we 
have taken of the ultimate destiny of God’s redeemed 
people. If they are to be the means of diffusing, ex- 
tending, and perpetuating the effects of the victory of the 
Son of God over the powers of darkness—if they are 
to reign with Him on His throne as He reigns with 
the Father on His throne, by manifesting His glorious 
attributes and works in their persons, and experi- 
ence, and testimony—if their honour and glory are to 
be Christ’s honour and glory imparted to them, their 
power the power of Christ—if, as Paul felt even when 
he was in the world, they are to feel that it is not 
they who work, but Christ who worketh in them, 
nay, that it is not they who live, but Christ who liveth 
in them—then is it especially necessary that they 
should derive everything from Christ—that they 
should be justified and accepted simply in virtue of 
their union to Him by faith—that their sanctification, 
or personal holiness, should be an emanation from 
Him by His Spirit dwelling in them—and that their 
living and reigning with Him should be founded solely 
on their suffering and dying with Him by faith. 
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Let us suppose it were possible that any son of 
Adam could earn any reward from God by any good- 
ness in him, or any observance of the law, or any effort 
to serve Him, we might conceive that he could receive 
the wages that he had earned, whatever these might 
be. But it is very obvious that he would be altogether 
out of the great system that we have been contemplat- 
ing. He could have no qualification to fit him for 
reigning with Christ, for manifesting the power of 
Christ’s redeeming work in his soul, and thus for being 
employed in carrying out the purposes of Christ’s king- 
dom. He could be no manifestation of the tender 
compassion of God in Christ Jesus, no living monument 
of the noble self-denial of the Son of God, in giving 
himself up to crucifixion and death to rescue him from 
Satan and hell. He could not be a living epistle of 
Christ written, not on tables of stone, but written on 
his heart by the Holy Spirit. In short, he could not 
be a representation of Christ in His holy elevated human 
soul, and in His once crucified but now risen and 
glorified body. He might, if such a being were possible 
in the fallen guilty condition of man, be a servant, re- 
ceiving and enjoying his hire; but he could not bea 
son—a member of the royal family of the universe, a 
member of that royal priesthood, called out of darkness 
into marvellous light, for the purpose of shewing forth 
the glory of Him that called him. Those only whose 
salvation is the fruit of the atoning sacrifice of Christ, 
whose sanctification is the work of the Spirit of Christ, 
whose spiritual life is Christ living in them, whose 
glory is the glory of Christ, who bear upon them the 
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image of Christ, can occupy that high station as kings 
and priests to God, to serve Him day and night in His 
temple. 


Section III. 
Regeneration by the Word and Spirit of Christ. 


‘Our Lord declares, that unless a man be born again 
of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God. The Apostle Paul states the same 
doctrine in a somewhat different form, when he says, 
(Tit. iii. 4,5) that ‘God, our Saviour, saved us ac- 
cording to His mercy by the washing of regeneration 
and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” And again, (Ephes. 
v. 25:) “Christ loved the Church and gave himself 
for it, that He might sanctify and cleanse it with the 
washing of water by the Word.” And to the same effect, 
(1 Pet. i. 23:) “ Ye, being born again, not of corrupt- 
ible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God that 
liveth and abideth for ever.”’ From these passages of 
Scripture it is manifest, that the means by which we 
‘ are regenerated, or born again, and so washed or 
cleansed as with pure water, are the Word of God,— 
namely, as the Apostle Peter explains, the Gospel that 
was preached by him and the other apostles, applied 
to the understanding, to the conscience, and to the 
affections, by the Holy Ghost. And that again ac- 
cording with the declaration of the Apostle John, 
(1 John i.7:) “The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, cleanses us from all sin.” The blood of Christ 
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obviously means the history of His sufferings and death, 
and the doctrine of His atoning sacrifice founded upon 
the history. It is the power of that record which God 
has given of His Son, applied to the inner man by the 
Holy Spirit, which alone can cleanse us from sin and 
make us new creatures. 

Now, when we remember that all which angels, fal- 
len and unfallen, knew of the power, and majesty, and 
holiness, and goodness, and love of God in the creation 
and government of the universe, and in their own ex- 
perience, did not deter them from rising up in rebellion 
against Him, and plunging into the mire and filth of 
sin, how forcibly does it present the truth to us, that 
nothing that we know from external nature, or from 
our own experience, is of sufficient power to restrain us 
from sinning against that high and glorious God, still 
less to recover us from sin when we have once indulged 
in it. Nothing short of the manifestation of God in 
Christ Jesus—the light of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ—made to shine into the heart by 
Him who originally caused the light to shine out of 
darkness—is sufficient for that purpose. And so, it 
would appear, that nothing short of that same light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ—nothing but the manifestation of the 
high and holy attributes of God in His humiliation to 
death, and His exaltation to the highest heavens, is 
sufficient to secure even the angels of heaven from the 
allurements or the contagion of sin. That the new 
and glorious manifestation of God in Christ Jesus will 
be sufficient for that purpose, we may safely infer, 
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from its being sufficient, when clearly understood, not 
merely for restraining men living in purity from 
polluting themselves with sin, but for recovering men 
habituated to sin and rebellion, to holiness and to 
God. 


Section IV. 
The Missionary Character of the Church. 


Our blessed Lord, when He appeared to the dis- 
ciples after His resurrection, commanded them to go 
and evangelize, or make disciples of all nations, and 
promised to be with them even to the end of the 
world. This command was not given exclusively to 
the apostles—for it was to continue in force through 
all ages. Nor did the Church understand it as being 
confined to the apostles—for many received gifts of 
various kinds after the descent of the Holy Spirit on 
the day of Pentecost, qualifying them for various 
duties connected with the diffusion of the Gospel, 
which gifts they used for these purposes. The com- 
mand was given to the whole Church; not that every 
individual member of the Church was to be employed 
in preaching the Gospel publicly, but all had gifts or 
talents—some of a miraculous kind—all of which were 
to be consecrated to the service of God. Some had gifts 
of teaching privately ; some had the talent of discerning 
spirits,—that is, the character and teaching of others ; 
some had gifts of miracles. Others, again, had no 
miraculous gifts, but means and opportunities of for- 
warding the great missionary operation, which they 
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were not to neglect. Some had property, with which 
they could aid in supporting missionaries; some had 
houses, into which they could receive and accommo- 
date missionaries on their journeys, and which they 
could open for preaching and hearing the Gospel; 
some could make arrangements for collecting persons 
to hear the Gospel. The Apostle Paul, after his first 
missionary tour, seems always to have been attended 
by several of the brethren who could afford him 
effectual assistance in his work. In short, every one 
who joined the Church was regarded as having joined 
a mission to the world lying in darkness, to turn men 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan 
to God; and was bound to use the talents and oppor- 
tunities which God had given him for the furtherance 
of the operations of the mission. 

Now, these missionary operations acquire twofold 
interest and importance in connexion with the view 
which we have taken of the final destiny of the 
Church. When a soul, through the instrumentality of 
a missionary, is brought to repentance, and persuaded 
to return to God, it may not merely be the salvation 
of that soul that has been accomplished—itself a most 
glorious achievement—nor the gaining of one human 
being to God, who may afterwards be employed in 
gaining others; but it may be the introduction into 
the family of God—the royal family of the universe— 
of one who is born an heir to a kingdom of the highest 
glory, the subjects of which are holy angels. And 
when we read that angels rejoice over every sinner 
that repenteth, their joy may not be merely that a 
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soul is saved, and that God is glorified in His salva- 
tion,—but that one of the blood-royal of their own 
glorious kingdom has been born; and who, in virtue 
of his high birth, is entitled to rule among them; and 
who, also, by the education and training that he has 
received, and is yet to receive, will be qualified, above 
any of themselves, for directing them, and ministering 
among them the wonderful truths connected with the 
manifestation of God in their nature. And when we 
are further told that angels are ministering spirits, sent 
forth to minister to them that are heirs of salvation, 
it may not be merely that they are sent forth to 
watch over the safety and the wellbeing of those who 
are placed under their care as spiritual immortal 
creatures, but as persons in whom they have a deep 
personal interest, in consequence of the relation which 
they are destined to hold towards them. And they 
may wait on them, not merely with consideration and 
compassion for their infirmities and dangers, but with 
that earnest and respectful attention with which ser- 
vants, and tutors, and governors wait upon those 
children of the royal family who may be entrusted to 
their care. And, again, when we read that the angels 
of the little ones of Christ’s people always behold 
the face of the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ in heaven, the expression “their angels” may 
indicate those who are their destined subjects,—whom, 
therefore, they regard with affectionate loyalty, as the 
high personages who are to reign among them, as the 
representatives of the Son of the Highest. 

We sce, also, a new and strong reason for employ- 
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ing men to persuade their fellowmen to turn to God. 
It may prove to be a most suitable training for their 
high oceupations in the kingdom of their Father,— 
namely, to communicate instruction, to set forth 
Christ crucified as the security of the moral universe, 
to resist the encroachment of evil, to assist others in 
repelling temptation, and thus confronting and repell- 
ing any attempts that may be made to introduce it 
among the subjects of their kingdom. Nor is it im- 
probable that those who have been sharply tried by 
temptations and persecutions, or who have been 
actively engaged in extending the Redeemer’s king- 
dom on the earth, and who have overcome by the 
blood of the Lamb, may be appointed to stations of 
danger as veteran soldiers, familiar with the strata- 
gems of the enemy, and accustomed to contend with 
him, and to see him flee before them, (James iv. 7; 
1 Peter v. 8, 9.) Having been accustomed to resist 
him here, notwithstanding the treachery of their own 
hearts, their weakness of body, and exposure to 
injury, and notwithstanding the strong prejudices 
among men in favour of his wicked suggestions, having 
been accustomed to see his strongholds cast down, 
and every high thought that he had instilled into the 
minds of men brought into captivity to Christ, they 
will be suitable persons to be stationed wherever the 
subtlety of sin, or of any enemy, is to be detected, 
exposed, and driven back, and the frontier of the 
kingdom to be secured. 

It is true, that Satan and his angels are to be cast 
into everlasting fire ; but what the nature of that pun- 
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ishment is, we know not ;—whether it will be such as 
to exclude them from all access to the unfallen crea- 
tion of God, we know not; or whether any other 
rebellion may break out, or be in danger of breaking 
out, during the lapse of eternal ages, we know not; 
but it cannot be regarded as impossible, or even im- 
probable. So neither is it impossible or improbable 
that such veteran soldiers may have been provided 
for the express purpose of resisting such encroachment 
of evil, and repelling it, or arresting its progress. 
What significancy would then be given, by thus dis- 
tinguishing those who had been valiant for the truth 
upon the earth, to the declaration in Dan. xii. 2, 3: 
‘They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness as the stars for ever and ever !” 

Besides, it is difficult to see why military prowess 
is held forth to so much admiration in the Old Testa- 
ment, if some other and more worthy field is not to be 
provided than destroying the lives of our fellowmen 
for that attribute of character. The Old Testament 
speaks frequently of mighty men of valour. ‘The angel 
that appeared to Gideon addressed him in these terms ; 
and we have an elaborate graduated list of the mighty 
men of David, telling their exploits in felling their 
fellowmen to the earth. Yet wars are denounced as 
evil in the Old Testament, and reckoned among those 
evils that shall disappear in the reign of Christ. Why, 
then, are mighty men of valour brought so prominently 
forward? Valour, when founded upon right princi- 
ples, and rightly directed, is a very high attribute of 
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character. Even that brute bravery which seems to be 
nothing higher than the headlong unthinking courage 
_ of.a dog, and which is common to many animals, espe- 
cially to whole tribes of insects, commands great respect 
even among rational men. We think, therefore, that 
‘true courage, founded on faith in the presence and 
promises of God, will have some field provided for its 
exercise worthy of the holiness, and peacefulness, and 
beneficence of the Redeemer’s kingdom. And what can 
be a worthier field for the display of true bravery, than 
the resistance of the powers of evil in the strength of 
Christ, and the recovery of the purity of His kingdom ? 

And these views would much exalt and modify the 
feelings of missionaries. ‘They would feel that their 
aims and avocations were the highest conceivable,— 
not merely the salvation of individual souls, and the 
manifestation of the glory of God in the recovery of 
sinners, but the bringing out from the world a dynasty 
of kings, destined to reign with Christ, any one of 
whom might prove to be, as the minister and repre- 
sentative of Christ, the means of securing a whole 
world from sin and degradation. 

Such conceptions would make them the more ear- 
nestly desirous to succeed in their work, but would 
chasten and solemnize their desire. They would feel 
that they were dealing in matters too high for them, 
and would be more willing to leave their success to be 
determined by the infinite wisdom of God. And the 
smallest progress in this work would be felt by them 
to be of inconceivable importance, reaching farther and 
wider into eternity than their intellect was capable of 
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erasping. And they would, with the more humility 
and resignation to God, but with the more assiduity 
and more fervency of prayer, ply their daily avocations, 
and be overwhelmed with a sense of the infinite con- 
descension of God towards them, when they found 
reason to believe that one soul had been gained to 
Him, one child of royal birth, one heir of the kingdom, 
had been born into His holy and beloved family. 


IN CONCLUSION, we repeat a sentiment which we 
have already expressed—that we never need to be 
afraid of forming too high a conception of the future 
glory of te saints. We may not exactly form a cor- 
rect picture of what that glory is to consist in; but the 
reality, when we shall see and comprehend it, will be 
found infinitely to surpass all our imaginations or esti- 
mates of it. The Scripture, as if it were for the very 
purpose of teaching us that it is impossible to convey 
to us in human language any adequate conception, 
heaps comparison upon comparison, and epithet upon 
epithet, in describing it. One passage is sufficient to 
establish and illustrate this,—namely, 2 Cor. iv. 17: 
‘For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory.” If, therefore, any reader of this tractate be 
not satisfied that the Scripture warrants us in forming 
precisely such a conception of the inheritance of the 
saints in light as we have been depicting, let him 
satisfy himself that, even so, that inheritance will be 
something still higher and more glorious. 

If, then, this, or something better and higher, be the 
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wonderful system to which we are called to unite our- 
selves by turning from sin to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, what awful significancy is given to the 
words of our blessed Lord, (Luke xiii. 28:) ‘ There 
shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth when ye shall 
see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the pro- 
phets, in the kingdom of heaven, and you yourselves 
‘shut out!” What an awful picture of mortification, 
sense of folly, and self-upbraiding and condemnation! 
What must be the state of that man’s mind who weeps 
and gnashes his teeth at the view of what he might 
have been, contrasted with the consciousness of what 
he is? What an awful sense of loss and of utter ruin 
he betrays! May the Lord deliver us, dear reader, 
from a situation so full of horror ! 

On the other hand, what a glorious significancy is 
imparted to that welcome which our Lord will address 
to those assembled on His right hand at the great day 
of judgment : “‘ Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
_ the world,’’—the noble kingdom that has been await- 
ing them, the subjects of which, under their temporary 
government, are ready to receive them with enthu- 
siasm as the sons and representatives of the Son of 
God, anticipating the benefits which they are to derive 
from their wise and beneficent reign! And if these 
things are so, what manner of persons ought we 
to be in all holy conversation and godliness? How 
decided in our adherence to the glorious Redeemer! 
How prompt and determined in putting away from 
us everything that tends to loosen our connexion with 
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Him, or to compromise our title to the kingdom, or to 
cast doubt on the validity of our heirship, looking for 
and hasting to the coming of the day of God, that we 
may be found of Him without spot and blameless ! 


BRIEF MEMOIR 


OF THE LATE 


MRS. CARLILE, 


WIFE OF THE REY. JAMES CARLILE, D.D., OF DUBLIN 
AND PARSONSTOWN. 


1s es “ iL af i 


; iS ae 
i, " : i s ee fox ak oy a : 


ay ares 


i Oe ‘s 
I A be * 
hens 
; 
” 
iy ; i te Ps 
x 
‘ 
38 
. 
; : = 
j F “t 
ta 
‘ab 
; d 


MEMOIR 


JANE WReEN, the subject of this memoir, was the 
daughter of Bolton and Jane Wren. She was born 
in Kendal, in December 1799. She was wont to 
speak of herself as of the same age with the century; 
by which she meant, that, disregarding the few days 
during which she lived in the eighteenth century, she 
counted her age as beginning with the nineteenth 
century; so that, in the fifty-second of that century, 
when she died, she was fifty-two years complete. 

She had an elder sister, who died of consumption in 
her youth, leaving good hope that she entered into 
rest. Her mother, who was an eminently pious 
woman, of singularly vigorous understanding and 
character, died when Jane was only twelve years of 
age ; and her father, also a person of advanced Christ- 
ian spirit and character, not being well qualified for 
the charge of children, especially of an only daughter, 
she was committed to the care of her cousin, Mrs. 
Houghton, who resided, with her husband and family, 
in Dublin; and she remained in her house, under her 
care, till she was married to the Rey. James Carlile, 
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one of the ministers of the Presbyterian Church in 
Mary’s Abbey, Dublin. 

Nothing has been kept on record respecting her 
childhood and youth. She did not very early mani- 
fest any decisive evidence of conversion; but as she 
was naturally diffident and silent, she might feel more 
than she expressed. She was assiduous and conscien- 
tious in all her duties, regular in her attendance on 
public worship, and in her preparation for the Sab- 
bath school; and having exceedingly good natural 
abilities, and great perseverance, and desire to excel, 
she imbibed, in the schools that she attended, a sound, 
good, intelligent education, especially becoming singu- 
larly proficient in simple elegant English composi- 
tion,—which attainment was of great use to her in the 
departments of duty to which she devoted herself in 
after life. 

After her marriage to Mr. Carlile, she immediately 
attached herself to those ladies of the congregation 
who were best known for their Christian zeal and 
attainments, and activity in useful works, willingly 
lending her assistance to them in their benevolent 
associations. Although, as we have already noticed, 
she was of a shy and retiring disposition, and would, 
before her marriage, have shrunk from the idea of 
praying aloud, or in the presence of others, yet her 
sense of duty determined her to overcome, by faith, 
and prayer, and perseverance, that morbid feeling; 
and first at the sick-beds of the poor, and afterwards 
at meetings of her own sex, she became singularly 
rich and fluent in prayer, using Scripture language 
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with great beauty and propriety; so that the poor 
whom she visited were wont to say that they never 
listened to such prayers; and many of them still 
remember and speak of prayers which they heard 
from her many years ago. Her better educated 
auditors were not less strong in their expressions of 
the pleasure and profit which her prayers yielded to 
them. 

It had been the ambition of her early life to be 
mistress of a school, or in some way to be engaged 
in teaching children. She had even formed a plan of 
leaving her cousin in Dublin, returning to her father 
in Kendal, and there living with him, and opening a 
school in the house which they should occupy. This 
plan was set aside by her marriage, as her father soon 
afterwards came to Dublin, and resided with us till 
he died. But the design of the school never alto- 
gether forsook her, and a train of events led to the 
realizing of it. God was pleased, soon after our mar- 
- riage, to give us a daughter. When she was about 
three years of age, and there seemed no prospect of 
any further family, finding it difficult to train and 
educate an only child, we prevailed on the parents of 
two little nieces, about her age, to send them to us, 
that we might educate and provide for them as our 
own children. ‘The work, then, of education went on 
pleasantly and prosperously. The attention that Mrs. 
Carlile had to pay to these children, together with her 
duties connected with the congregation, fully occupied 
her, and her idea of a school still remained in abey- 
ance. But when our dear little daughter was about 
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five years of age, her health began to give way. She 
had a fever, which reduced her greatly. In the fol- 
lowing year she had measles; and these were fol- 
lowed immediately by severe hooping-cough, by 
means of which it pleased our gracious God to remove 


her in the eighth year of her age. Her mother bore 


this affliction with deep feeling indeed, but with her 
characteristic meekness, and patience, and resigna- 
tion to the will of God. This event, after a little 
time, aroused her, and revived all her feelings re- 
specting her long-projected school. She proposed to 
open a school, not for the children of the poor,—as 
they were already provided for in the congregational 
schools,;—nor for the children of the rich, but for 
the children of parents who desired to have their 
daughters educated as teachers of schools, or gover- 
nesses, but who could not obtain for them a really 
sound and good education. She proposed to charge 
such fees as would enable her to employ able profes- 
sional teachers in different departments, reserving no 
profit for herself, not even anything towards the rent 
of the school-rooms; while she, besides the general 
superintendence of the school, should give particular 
attention to the scriptural and religious instruction 
of the pupils. We accordingly removed from the 
outskirts of the town to a more central situation, and 
then announced the opening of the school. It was 
some time before it began to show indications. of 
suecess. But she persevered with the few scholars 
that she had, till, by and by, she had as many as she 
felt she could effectively attend to, This school she 
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continued to conduct so long as we continued to reside 
in Dublin; and the effects of it were most encourag- 
ing. A goodly number, we have reason to believe, 
were brought to the ‘saving knowledge of the truth. 
A very large number became intelligent. and useful 
teachers of youth, or have been settled comfortably 
and respectably in life, who trace the forming of their 
minds, and the sound principles on which they have 
conducted themselves, very much to the influence of 
Mrs. Carlile’s school. 

Soon after Mr. Carlile disengaged himself from the 
National Board of Education, an opportunity presented 
itself of making experiment of what appeared to him 
to be the only scriptural and practicable method of 
evangelizing I[reland,—the establishing of missions, in 
various localities, on the same principles with foreign 
missions,—namely, to send missionaries to live among 
the people, who should cultivate their friendship, and 
make use of all such helps as might be available for 
enlightening them. A body of people, amounting to 
nearly two hundred, including children, had, in conse- 
quence of two of the clergy breaking off from the Church 
of Rome, abandoned that Church also, and had rc- 
ceived a considerable amount of scriptural instruction. 
These people were led to apply to the Presbytery of 
Dublin for a regular supply of ministers to maintain 
among them the ordinances of religion; and Mr. Car- 
_lile prevailed on the Presbytery of Dublin to entrust 
the charge of this little congregation to him as a 
missionary. He, therefore, and his family, in the 
beginning of 1840, removed from Dublin to Birr, or 
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Parsonstown, (two names for the same town,) in the 
centre of Ireland, near the River Shannon, which is 
the boundary of the Irish-speaking population, but on 
the English-speaking side of the river. 

Here Mrs. Carlile found a new, but most congenial 
sphere of labour; and she addressed herself to it with 
all her energy. A girls’ school was opened with a 
considerable attendance of pupils. A Sabbath school 
was soon added; in both of which she superintended 
and taught classes. She visited all the families of the 
little flock, particularly the sick poor, whom she at- 
tended to most carefully and assiduously. Many of 
them were so poor, and so neglected by their Roman 
Catholic neighbours, that it became necessary to seek, 
from without, means of obtaining clothes and food for 
them during the winter months,—when, in addition to 
the severity of the weather, it was difficult, in many 
cases impossible, to obtain employment. ‘This led to 
the formation of a fund, supplementary to the mission 
fund, for the supply of the necessaries of life to the 
poor. This fund was entirely under her management, 
and was sustained chiefly by means of her correspond- 
ence. The relief afforded by this fund came ultimately 
to be administered in wages for work done. Fine 
ornamental knitting was introduced among the girls,— 
many of whom learned to execute it very beautifully, 
and to earn by it not only their own subsistence, but also 
that of their parents when they had nothing else to 
depend upon. This mode of aiding the poor, doubt- 
less the most effectual and beneficial, had the disad- 
vantage of doubling or trebling the labour of the 
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person who had the care of it; for it was necessary 
that she should see that the work was properly done, 
keep complicated accounts with those to whom it was 
sold, and account for all monies received or paid out. 
In Mrs. Carlile’s case, this additional labour, especially 
the keeping of the accounts and the correspondence, 
fell almost exclusively upon her. 

In 1842, after a rest from child-bearing of about 
twenty-one years, it pleased God to give us a son in 
our old age; which, of course, drew off a considerable 
-portion of her attention from public business to the 
care of the sacred deposit which God had committed 
to her care; and she became a most assiduous, watch- 
ful, and judicious mother. In 1845, God redoubled 
this gift in the birth of another son ; which, necessarily, 
still further occupied her attention in her domestic 
duties. ‘The care and training of these children, and 
watching and directing the progress of their minds, 
earnestly occupied her; and any indication that either 
of them gave of being under the teaching of the Spirit, 
was observed by her with deep interest, and carefully 
recorded. 

About the year 1850 or 1851, her health began to 
give way, not suddenly, for she had many premonitory 
symptoms of the coming struggle; and remembering 
that her mother, at nearly her time of life, and her 
sister, had both died of consumption, she early began 
to “set her house in order.” Her first care was, to 
make arrangements that the work of the mission 
might still proceed regularly although she were re- 
moved from it. She was anxious to leave the ac- 
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counts in a state in which they would be easily under- 
stood by those who should succeed her in the care of 
them, especially to leave so distinct a record of receipts 
and disbursements, that the public might be fully sat- 
isfied that the pecuniary business of the mission was 
conducted with strict integrity. She said she was 
afraid that, although the accounts were perfectly cor- 
rect, and that she could explain them easily, yet, being 
kept in her own way, they might not be intelligible to 
others; and that it was our duty to provide things 
honest in the sight of men as well as in the sight of 
God. I explained, that we had already provided 
the essential means of enabling the public to check 
the accounts, by publishing lists, annually, of our re- 
ceipts, including the names of all persons from whom 
we received money, either as donations, or as the price 
of work sold by them; and also of our disbursements, 
specifying the purposes for which the disbursements 
were made; but added, that to relieve her of any 
anxiety on that subject, I would open a summary set 
of books, referring for details to hers, in which all 
public money should be kept entirely separate from 
our own private income; so that it could be seen, at 
any moment, if we had drawn on the public money, or 
if the public were indebted to us. 

This gave ease to her mind on that point; but as 
her weakness increased, the keeping of the accounts 
of the subsidiary fund, being very complex, became 
burdensome to her, till, at length, she was relieved by 
Dr. and Mrs. Wallace kindly undertaking the manage- 
ment of them. ‘The accounts of the Birr mission she 
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would not part with; she said they were so simple 
they were only an amusement to her; and she left 
them correctly posted to precisely one month before 
her death, when she was entirely confined to her 
bed. 

Nearly a year before her decease, it pleased God 
to put a stop to another department of her labours, by 
depriving her of her voice. This, of course, disqualified 
her for teaching, and greatly abridged her power of be- 
ing useful in visiting the sick. Thus, as she approached 
the close of her career, she was gradually, by a higher 
wisdom than her own, curtailed in her sphere of ac- 
tivity, and separated from occupations in which she 
took much delight, and which formed so many ties to 
the world. But she never was idle. She could still 
read, and write, and sew. She read much in the 
Scriptures, and also perused books of a devotional 
spirit. She continued to keep up, to a considerable 
extent, her correspondence ; and she used her power 
of sewing chiefly in making up garments for the poor. 
One of her last excursions in the open air, was to de- 
liver an under-garment to a poor sick Christian woman, 
who died a few days after her. 

In the beginning of 1852, her symptoms became 
alarming. And when the prospect opened fully upon 
me, that I might soon be deprived of the society and 
aid of her who had been my constant companion for 
above thirty years, my most faithful friend, and judi- 
cious adviser and comforter in all my vexations and 
afflictions, my knees smote against one another—I 
felt as if I were wholly to give way under the blow. 
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I trembled from head to foot, and could not allude to 
the subject, either in public or private, without being 
entirely overpowered and unmanned. But it soon 
pleased God to open my mind to the blessed hope 
that was before her, and to the near prospect of our 
being reunited in His presence, to serve and glorify 
Him in a higher sphere, and without distraction or 
disturbance from worldly things, or from our own 
deadness or wandering of spirit; so that I could after- 
wards think and speak of the approaching crisis, 
not only without the smallest agitation, but with per- 
fect composure and serenity of spirit. 

Towards the beginning of the summer of 1852, we 
removed her, for change of air, to a village within the 
harbour of Cork, called Aghada; where we spent 
about two months without any visible change. We 
then removed her to Dr. Barter’s establishment at 
Blarney, where she seemed considerably to rally and 
revive. Her appetite greatly improved, and she be- 
gan to recover flesh. After remaining about six 
weeks in that establishment, she became anxious to 
get home, and thither, accordingly, she was removed, 
At home her increased appetite and vigour con- 
tinued for a time, and we fondly hoped that she 
might be brought through the winter; but on the 
setting in of severe weather, in the beginning of 
October, her stomach gave way, she lost her appe- 
tite, which she never afterwards recovered; and from 
that time she sank rapidly. She continued her usual 
labours as long as she was able, posting her books, 
corresponding with friends, attending to domestic 
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affairs, especially maintaining her intercourse with 
her children. This continued till the beginning of 
November, when she became unable to leave her 
bed; and what follows must be regarded as the his- 
tory of the closing scene of her life. 

We saw clearly the rapid approach of the crisis, 
and she saw it too; for almost everything she said 
bore upon the subject. Her cough became daily 
more harassing and fatiguing; but she was generally 
relieved from the exhaustion of a long cough by a 
sweet refreshing sleep ; for which she always expressed 
her thankfulness, and for the gentleness with which 
her tender and gracious Father in heaven was con- 
ducting her onward. On one of the evenings after 
we had retired, and were settled for the night, she 
took one of these lengthened fits of coughing which 
greatly exhausted her strength. After it ceased, I 
said that God would relieve her from these distresses. 
“Yes,” she said, “ by taking me to himself!’ “ Well,” 
said I, “if it be in that way, it will be the best way ;” 
and this introduction of the subject of her removal, 
“gave rise to a very interesting conversation respect- 
ing it, which we were both enabled to carry on with 
the most perfect composure. I can remember but 
little of what was said, although the conversation 
continued upwards of an hour, embracing a consider- 
able variety of topics. Alluding to the unbroken 
harmony that had always existed between us,—that, 
notwithstanding the sinfulness of our nature, never 
a harsh or sarcastic word had passed on either side,— 
that never anything was said or done, on either side, 
that was intended to give offence, or that, in point of 
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fact, did give offence,—she ascribed it, under God, to 
the entire sameness of our desires and aims, and of 
our views of the scriptural means of promoting the 
glory of God. She told me that she had employed 
herself, while at Aghada and Blarney, in copying into 
a book notes that she had taken, from time to time, 
of incidents that had occurred in the history of the 
children, which she would give me,—adding, that it 
was not quite finished, but that she would furnish me 
with the materials for finishing it; and advising me 
not to read any of it to the children, at least till I 
had carefully examined it myself. She said, in the 
course of the conversation: ‘ You will have your 
boys to attend to,” as if she had now no property 
in them. I asked if she could part with them easily? 
She said she had given them to God, and had no 
doubt that He would give them His grace. I said: 
‘It is quite possible that I may yet go before you!” 
She shrank from that idea; and I replied, alluding 
to what Ridley said to Latimer when they were on 
the way to execution: ‘ ‘Well, have after you, my 
lord, as fast as I can,’”—-which made her smile ; and 
soon afterwards we fell asleep. / 

On another of these evenings, after all arrange- 
ments for the night had been made, and she had said 
that she was very comfortable, she began to say some- 
thing that I could not at first understand. I gathered 
the words: “ My soul, stretch her wings in haste ;” 
and she, observing that I did not exactly comprehend 
her, lifted up her hand, and made a motion with it, 
like a bird flying, and said: “ Like a bird, you know ;” 
and thus went on :— 
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‘* Fly fearless through death's iron gate ; 
Nor feel the terrurs as she passed!” 


She laid a strong emphasis on the word fearless, and 
her countenance assumed an expression of ardour and 
joy,—a flush of triumph which I had never seen upon 
her. I never saw her look so beautiful. She seemed 
to glow with the very radiance of heaven. I found 
that she was quoting from some source, and asked 
her from what. She said, ‘‘ Watts;” and I found 
the hymn of which it forms part, in his Second 
Book, No. 113. 

On Saturday, the 20th November, she had a severe 
fit of coughing in the early part of the night; and 
feeling herself much exhausted, I suppose she thought 
she was drawing near the closing scene, for she called 
for Isabella Gritton, her niece. I asked if she wanted 
anything particular with her, for that she was in bed, 
and it was only about four o’clock in the morning. 
She said: “It would do by and by.” As daylight 


arose she called for her again; and when she came 


to her, she began to give her some directions respect- 
ing the disposal of her clothes after she were gone, 
and other matters of that description. She gave her 
her watch, telling her to wear it for her sake till she 
got a better. She said to her: “ Don’t leave your 
uncle, but take care of him; and, by the blessing of 
God, there will be plenty of money to support you 
all. She then told her of some money that had been 
sent in presents to the children, which she wished to 
be lodged, in their names, in the savings’ bank. She 
then turned from Miss Gritton to me, and put into 
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my hands the MS. which she had written, with the 
children’s savings’ bank books. After making these 
arrangements, she rested for a little, and then said: 
“‘ How sweet it is to have nothing to do, but to lie. 
and wait the Lord’s coming!” 

About this time I was obliged to give up attending 
upon her during the night, as it too much interrupted 
my rest, and tended to unfit me for the duties and 
labours of the next day; and we prevailed on the 
teacher of one of the schools, Mrs. Cassidy, to 
undertake that office. After this arrangement was 
made, I went one morning early into her bedroom to 
see how she had passed the night, when Mrs. Cassidy 
told me that she had coughed incessantly since one 
o'clock. JI was so shocked with the intimation, that I 
could do nothing but throw myself on my knees, and 
weep like a child before the Lord ; and it pleased Him 
to hear my supplication, by quieting her cough, and 
giving her some gentle refreshing sleep, which always 
revived her. She was still awake, and alive to all 
that was passing. On Saturday, the 27th, I went into 
her bedroom with my hat on. She asked where I 
was going. I said: “To lodge that money in the 
savings’ bank which we were speaking of,”—which 
seemed to be what she wished to know; for she had 
been led to think that it would be doing injustice to 
the children to neglect lodging it to their account ; 
and Saturday was the only day in the week on which 
the savings’ bank was open. 

During this last ten days of her life, she was visited 
by many kind friends, to whom she expressed many 
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interesting things,—a few only of which I have been 
able to collect. To an observation by Dr. Wallace 
respecting her uniform cheerfulness, she replied: “J 
never have an unhappy thought.” On a dear Christian 
friend, Mrs. Paxton, calling, as soon as she entered 
the room she said: “I am going to glory.” On 
another occasion, Mrs. Paxton, seeing that she was 
approaching the time of her removal, said: “I may 
pray for a double portion of your spirit to be upon 
me.” Her reply was strikingly characteristic: ‘ No, 
dear! Pray for the Spirit of Christ.” Mrs. Wallace, 
another dear Christian friend, saw her frequently 
also, and, on one occasion, asked if she could part 
with her children without agitation. She replied as 
she had done to me: ‘“‘I have,” she said, ‘“‘a kind and 
tender husband. The children are like other child- 
ren—wild and thoughtless ; but I have committed them 
to my covenant God, and I have no fears about 
them,’’—or words to that effect. 

She said to Mrs. Cassidy: “I long to depart, and to 
be with Christ.” Having been told of her saying so, 
I went to her, and said: “So you long to be away !” 
“‘ Yes,” she replied. ‘‘ That, you remember,” said I, 
“was good old Mrs. Kerly’s desire, which she was 
‘wont to express in a whisper, as if she were almost 
ashamed of it.” On which she smiled, as if she had 
been detected in a weakness in wishing to get away 
from her afflictions. On another occasion, Mrs. Cas- 
sidy, observing her lips moving as if she were speak- 
ing, asked her if she wanted anything. ‘ No!” said 
she, “I was praying for the sins of the congregation, 
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and of the Church, and of the kingdom,” (objects 
which were frequently before her mind ;) “and you, 
too,” she added, “should be often praying in secret; 
and when you come to die you will have due faith.” 
Once, in a state of great exhaustion and weakness, 
her faith seemed almost to be overcome. She asked 
Mrs. Cassidy, if it would be taking away her own life 
to lie still and do nothing ;—by which, I suppose, she 
meant to take no food or medicine, and in that state 
to die. I did not hear the question put; but when I 
was told of it, I went to her, and said, that it was her 
duty to do everything she could to prolong her life, 
for that God might yet have something for her to do 
in His service—some further testimony to bear to His 
mercy and faithfulness which should not be thrown 
‘away, and that He would sustain her under any 
bodily suffering to which He might see fit to subject 
her. In this sentiment she acquiesced ; and although 
she was sometimes sorely tried with difficulty of 
breathing, she quietly submitted to everything that 
was judged necessary to strengthen and relieve her. 
While a young girl, named Martha, who was em- 
ployed to assist in waiting on her during the day, was 
with her, she said: “ Let it rain, rain plentifully, rain 
righteousness. Let it rain the Spirit of the Lord, and 
then there will be plenty. And you, too,” she said to 
Martha,—“ you also should be looking to the Lord.” 
On another occasion Martha heard her say: “I am 
ready.” ‘ What are you ready for?” Martha asked. 
—‘‘ To go,” she replied. Martha still asked: **To go 
where ?”—* The journey,” was her reply. To one of 
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the Scripture readers, who spoke of departing and 
being with Christ, she said: ‘“ Yes, it is far better to 
be in the arms of the Saviour.” 

On Sabbath, the 28th, the third day before her death, 
having had a great deal of refreshing sleep through 
the night, she awoke, on Sabbath morning, cheerful, 
smiling, and even laughing. When I returned from 
the forenoon’s service, Martha said she had been so like 
herself—so happy; and she had much of that expres- 
sion of childlike simplicity and happiness which I ob- 
served upon her at the time she quoted the hymn of Dr. 
Watts. She was now in the land of Beulah, where 
her Lord was renewing the covenant of betrothment 
with her, and whence she could receive some of the 
beams of the heavenly city, which made her face to 
shine with the reflection. But she had yet to descend 
to the dark valley, and to pass the stream of death. 
Some one observed that it was the Sabbath. ‘ Yes,” 
she said, “I know it; and we shall have our sweet 
prayers during the evening,”—for the family were 
accustomed to assemble in her room for prayers every 
evening; and on the Sabbath evening we, in addition, 
repeated hymns or chapters of Scripture, and con- 
versed upon the sermons of the day. She continued 
pretty easy all the evening till she was settled for the 
night, when her cough set in, which scarcely ever 
after left her, except on one or two occasions, to allow 
her short intervals of sleep. But she was now in the 
dark valley—passing through the deep waters. She 
suffered much from difficulty of breathing; so that, in 
the morning, from want of rest, her mind seemed to 
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wander a little, at least so as to mistake one person 
for another. In the morning, Mrs. Cassidy asked her 
if she felt the Saviour with her in her distress. ‘ Oh! 
yes,” she said; “ He never left me.” Mrs. Cassidy 
said: * Your faith is stronger than mine; for when I 
saw you in so great distress, mine was nearly ready 
to give way, and to imagine that He had forsaken 
you.” She replied: “ Was He not crucified for me? 
and that was far worse.” When I came into the 
room she recognized me with a smile, and I said: “ So 
you have still a smile for us!” I suppose she thought 
I said a kiss; for she answered playfully: ‘“ Yes; 
and full liberty to give it too,”—putting her arm round 
my neck and kissing me affectionately. The cough 
and incessant flow of matter from her lungs continued 
all that day and the following night, and she continued 
to suffer much from difficulty of breathing. On Tues- 
day morning a change passed over her countenance, 
which indicated that she could not hold out much 
longer against it. Her struggle for breath gave her a 
temporary energy. She asked more cold air, and I 
opened the window and let the cold draught blow in 
upon her, which gratified her for a little; but the air 
could not reach her lungs. She desired all the win- 
dows to be opened ; but, with her characteristic consid- 
eration for others, said to her niece, who was standing 
by: “Don’t you remain here.” She was anxious to 
get cold drinks,—mistaking, probably, the coolness 
of the liquid for cold air; and with a strength that 
surprised us all, she got a jug into one hand, poured 
some milk into a glass, which she held in the other, 
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and held it to her lips, and drank a little -of it. 
The matter still accumulating and pouring from her 
throat incessantly, so as almost entirely to inter- 
rupt her breathing, I saw that it was mastering her, 
and I asked her if she knew me. “TI do, darling,” 
she replied; but soon after became insensible. She 
continued, perhaps for an hour and half, to breathe 
convulsively, but, we believe, altogether unconscious. 
The struggle was over, the victory was won; and 
about five o’clock her breathing ceased, the last thread 
was broken, and the spirit had gone upward. 

So fell asleep in the Lord one of the most exemplary 
women I have ever met with. She combined with 
a strongly marked character, decided principle, and 
great energy and activity, the utmost sweetness of 
temper, great humility, and great interest and feeling 
in the wellbeing of others. She was exemplary in all 
the relations of life. As a wife, thirty years’ experi- 
ence enables me to testify that she was everything 
that the most fastidious husband could desire. I do 
not remember ever having had occasion to notice 
what appeared to me a fault, or even a failing. As 
a mother, she was most tender, yet decided—watchful 
especially over the progress of the minds of her child- 
ren. Her intercourse with them constantly bore upon’ 
bringing them to a sense of sin, and to Jesus Christ 
for pardon and safety. As a member of the congre- 
gations with which we were successively connected, 
she took a deep interest in their spiritual advancement, 
in the temporal necessities of the poor, and in the 
training and educating of the young; and was always 
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ready to unite in any plan that appeared likely to be 
useful. As a member of the Church at large, she was 
deeply affected by its great corruptions—its worldli- 
ness and carnality—its unseemly and mischievous di- 
visions—the faint and feeble disposition manifested by 
the professing people of God to yield themselves, and 
all that God had entrusted them with, to His honour 
and service; and these topics were frequently on her 
lips in conversation with God’s people, and the subjects 
of earnest and feeling prayer. Her memory mingles 
itself pleasantly with the events of the last thirty-two 
years of my life; and when the thought arises to 
distress me, that she is gone from me, and that our 
intercourse here has ceased, I endeavour to get beyond 
the brief interval during which we are to be separated, 
and look forward to our meeting again in everlasting 
love and joy. 
JAMES CARLILE. 


The following reference to the death of Mrs. Car- 
lile was made by my friend and colleague, the Rey. 
Dr. Kirkpatrick, who kindly came down to Parsons- 
town, and officiated at the funeral; and, on his return 
to Dublin, adverted to the solemn event in his address 
to the congregation of Mary’s Abbey, of which Mrs. 
Carlile had been for many years a member, and to 
which she continued to be attached by many tender 
and endearing ties. After a sermon, in which he 
had alluded to the recent funeral of the Duke of Wel- 
lington, which had been conducted with such im- 
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posing pomp and ceremonial, and which had attracted 
so much of public attention, he proceeded to say :— 
‘Within the last few days we have attended 
another funeral, which, in ‘all its characteristics, was 
as different as could well be imagined from that to 
which I have now adverted. We there saw no long 
line of carriages and equipages, nor pomp of heraldry, 
nor lines of soldiery ; we heard no sound of muffled 
drums, nor of military music, as we conducted to their 
last resting-place the remains of our honoured and 
much-loved friend; but we saw the silent tears and 
unfeigned sorrow of those who mourned over the 
irreparable loss they had experienced,—the loss of her 
whose presence had so often cheered, and whose 
counsels and prayers had so often directed and sus- 
tained them in their seasons of trouble and of trial. 
There was no inscription on her bier of deeds such as the 
world loves to record and to commemorate ; but there 
was in the hearts of the people who walked slowly 
and sadly to the churchyard, the vivid remembrance 
of those whose ignorance she had taught, or whose 
poverty she had relieved, or in whose griefs she had 
grieved, or in whose joys she had rejoiced. There 
was no touching and humiliating contrast, as in the 
former case, between the dazzling splendour of the 
life that was past, and the darkness and loneliness of 
that narrow house to which the ashes of the dead were 
about to be consigned; but there was the sure and 
blessed hope, that she who had so diligently sought, 
in dependence on divine grace, to do the will of God 


upon earth, was gone to be present with the Lord; 
i 
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and that the body, which was wasted and worn by 
sickness, would yet rise from the grave, incorruptible 
and immortal, to enter on the same high and noble 
service in the sanctuary above. 

‘‘The prominent features in the character of our 
late beloved friend, Mrs. Carlile, it is easy to delineate. 
She possessed from nature a very clear and sound 
understanding, and a firm and uncompromising love 
of truth. Rarely, indeed, do we find such vigour of 
mind, and strength of purpose, and decision of charac- 
ter, combined with such singular sweetness of spirit and 
of manner. Her strict integrity of principle, which 
prepared her for undertaking any effort, or for making 
any sacrifice which duty required, was sanctified and 
softened by the grace of the Gospel; and although one 
could not be ever so short a season in her presence 
without feeling the power of her character, it was a 
power which she exerted unconsciously. It was the 
spontaneous outgoing of the truth which dwelt 
richly in her. 

*¢ Her humility was most striking. She was nothing 
in her own eyes. Her deep sense of personal un- 
worthiness, and of her entire, absolute dependence on 
the sovereign mercy of God, guarded her from all 
approach to ostentation or self-complacency in any 
form. She seldom adverted even to the exercises of 
her own spiritual experience. Her conversation 
turned chiefly on the Word of God, and on the in- 
terests of the Redeemer’s kingdom. She had no 
time nor inclination to discuss the comparative merits 
of sermons, or preachers, or churches. Shrinking, as 


MEMOIR. 163 


instinctively, from every attempt to disparage others 
as to exalt herself, she possessed, in an eminent 
degree, the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. 

“The love of Christ was the constraining motive of 
her life. Of the character and claims of the Re- 
deemer she had the most exalted views. The private 
conversations and public addresses of which He was 
the great all-prominent theme, were those in which 
she most highly delighted. She could sympathize 
with the spirit of Paul, exclaiming: ‘To me to live 
is Christ.” j 

“¢ Her love to the people of God was another dis- 
tinguishing feature of her character. She loved all 
who loved Christ, without any distinction of church 
or sect. Wherever she saw the image of her Lord, 
there she saw a brother or a sister, whether among 
the rich or poor, the high or low. She loved them 
all for the Redeemer’s sake. 

“Her kindness was remarkable. She entered into 
the circumstances and feelings of those who were in 
sickness, sorrow, or poverty. She ministered to the 
wants of the destitute; and though often deceived in 
the objects of her bounty, she never grew weary in 
her labour of love. “Her acts of kindness were not 
the result of impulsive, capricious, uncertain feeling ; 
but of deep-rooted, abiding, self-denying Christian 
principle. Her time, her money, her bodily strength, 
her mental energies, she willingly expended in devis- 
ing and in accomplishing plans of permanent benefit 
to those who seemed to require her benevolent 
exertions. 
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‘¢ All who were most intimately acquainted with her 
were impressed by her habitual spiritual-mindedness. 
It was felt in the Scriptural, impressive, and touch- 
ingly devotional prayers she was accustomed to offer 
up in the houses of the poor, and by the bedsides of 
the dying—in her converse even on the most ordinary 
occasions—in her epistolary correspondence—in her 
constant preparedness for every word and work 
whereby she could recommend the Saviour’s cause to 
the attention and adoption of her fellow-sinners 
around her. 

‘‘In the latter months of her life she manifested, 
even more strikingly than ever, those attributes of 
character which I have uniformly ‘observed in the 
people of God, to shine forth with increasing power | 
and attractiveness as they draw near the close of 
their earthly existence. These are—a growing ad- 
miration of the riches of divine grace, an inexpressible 
sense of the vanity of this world, and of living for its 
pursuits and enjoyments ; a holy jealousy of offending 
God by any word of fretfulness or impatience ; an 
overflowing thankfulness for even the most trivial act 
of kindness performed by surrounding relatives and 
friends ; a spirit of unmingled love to the household of 
faith, and of glowing benevolence to the whole human 
race. All who are familiar with the experience of 
dying believers will recognize, in these graces, the 
family likeness of the children of God. 

‘“‘For some years past I have had but few oppor- 
tunities of enjoying the society of our departed friend ; 
but I rejoiced, and you will all rejoice with me, to 
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learn, that her faculties remained unclouded till the 
last ; and that she was able, in her own calm, quiet, 
self-possessed manner, to declare, often and emphati- 
cally, before she died, her well-grounded hope of going 
to be for ever with the Lord. ‘ Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of His saints.’ ‘The memory 
of the just is blessed.’ ” 
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